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* MAB L ES and Allegories have at an times 
**. 2 been conſidered as an agreeable and uſeful 
r method of conveying inſtruction, if pi per 
judgment is uſed in the choice of materials, as they 
bring together entertaining and inſtructive pieces, ſcat- 
tered in different volumes, which therefore many per- 
ſons would not ſee at all, and others who poſſeſs the 
original works cannot turn to without ſome difficulty; 
we have therefore made it our chief care in collecting 


theſe Viſions and Allegories, to make uſe of ſuch only 


as have been approved of by thoſe of the beſt judgment 


Lal 
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and moſt refined caſte, and ſhall urge no more in the . 
Praiſe of them than what the great Doctor Fordyce has 
faid in his elegant Sermons to Young Women. As 
& to works of imagination, it is allowed on all hands, 
& that the mind is peculiarly diſpoſed to be fond of 
them; and ſurely when blended with inſtruction, ſo 
% as to be rendered more immediately ſabſervient to 
that end, they have a particular claim to attention, 
& In this view we mult not forget Fables, Viſions, Al- 
& Jegories, and ſuch like compoſitions, where fancy 
« ſports under the controul of reaſon.” It is there- 
fore hoped that this collection will be of uſe to allure 
young minds to the practice of virtue, which is the 


kearty wiſh of the publiſhers,. 
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TRE CAVE or NOTHING. 


AN ALLEGOR T. 


£'S Critilus, the celebrated traveller, was pro- 
ceeding on his journey attended by his faith- 
ful guide, or Mentor; their way lay through 
N a ſpacious field, promiſcuouſly covered with 
lowers ana "Bas, with here and there a fruit-tree, 
hough rare, to variegate the proſpect, which was ter- 
1nated by a very high mountain, on the top of which 
he caſtle of Fame was ſituated, the heighth of whoſe 
owers and battlements ſeemed to loſe itſelf in the ſkies, 
nd mix among the ſtars, Critilus, in his progreſs o- 
er the field thet led to this mountain, had kept his 
yes ſo conſtantly fixed on that elevated object, that he 
ad not remarked the bottom of the hill, at the foot of 
ich they were now arrived; and as Critilus was pre- 

ing to go up the narrow path, which alone could 


A. 


5 
- 


the elbow, and made him remark, diametrically beneath 


was only the more conſpicuous for its obſcurity. The 
entrance of it was ſpacious, but without order or ſym. 


not one to be ſeen in that road. Theſe, narrow and 


| fetched a deep ſigh, and ſaid, Oh vain cares of man 


„ crouded for them. It remains, without a paradoy 
cc 


2 VISIONS AND ALLEGORIES 
conduct him up to the caſtle, his guide jogged him by 


the caſtle, and at the loweſt point of deſcent, a dark cave, 
the mouth of which yawned horrible to the ſight, and 


metry; nothing could be more diſguſtful or uninviting 
than the aſpect of it, and yet almoſt the whole world 
crouded for admiſſion into it. Numbers drove into it 
with coaches and fix, gilt chariots, and gaudy equipages 
of all ſorts, except triumphal cars, -of which there waz 


ſteep as the avenue was, found means to drive direCth 
up to the caſtle-gates, which were ſet open for them. 
 CrrT1L us, moved by his curioſity, enquired of his 
Mentor, what that cave was. At this, his conductor 


« Oh nothingneſs! How great is thy power! How ex 
„ tenſive thy dominions! Know, Critilus, that thi; 
* is the as notorious as worthleſs cave; the grave of ſo 
ee many living perſonages; the eternal ending: poſt « 
& all to a few, a very few indeed of mankind ; the ve 
* ry identical Cave of Nothing. See rufh into it the 
* whole current of the age, the torrent of the world 
« populous cities, pompous courts, and whole king 
© doms; and with all theſe the cave is never the mort 


only full of emptineſs. It is the habitation of the in. 
* numerable race of the Nobodies; who as they neve 
& were more than nothing, never did more than no 
thing, ſo they ſurely come to no more than nothing. 

As they were talking, a middle-aged man came t 
the mouth of the cave, and made the following ſpeect 
to them: „Gentlemen, believe me who have tried e 
very thing, I now reſt ſatisfied that there às no cond 
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ce tion of life preferable to that of doing of nothing,” 
and with theſe words he ſlipped into the cave. 
PRESENTLY arrived the duke of Moreſuch in a gor- 


geous chariot, of varniſhed cartridge - paper, drawn by 


fix ſuperb bays, and backed by fix footmen, who was 
driving full-ſpeed into the cave, in ſpite of all the re- 
monſtrances of his relations, and advice of his faithful 
friends. One of them ſtopped the chariot for an inſtant, 
and faid : In the name of honour, my lord duke, dif- 
« dain to go into that wretched place: why will you 


e bury yourſelf alive? You, who owe another account 


« of your life to your illuſtrious anceſtors; you who 
might ſerve your country with applauſe and diſtincti- 


« on!” 


« I sERVE my country?“ replied the duke, with an 
arrogant ſmile: Let my country ſerve me, and be 
« damned, if it will. I plead privilege, I, to be as good 
for nothing as I pleaſe, and who ſhall dare to hinder 
« it?” And, ſo ſaying, away he drove in, never to be 


heard of any more than the flies of the laſt ſummer, 


AFTER him came a young fellow of fortune boxed 
up in a chair, which, if he had not abuſed the uſe of 
his limbs, he was fitter to work, than be carried in it. 
As ſoon as he was ſet down, and as he was going in, 
Honour plucked him by the ſleeve, and afked him, if 
he had not better make a campaign or two, and diſtin- 


guiſh himſelf in the army. Thank you for your love, 


ſaid this candidate for annihilation, I leave that to 
younger brothers, who have nothing better to do than 
to get themſelves knocked on the head; but“ Would 
you have a man of my fortune expoſe himſelf to catch 
cc his death of cold in a trench, or his brains, if the ha- 
« ving brains was conſiſtent with ſuch a madneſs, 
blown out by a damned Huſſar? No, no, whilſt I can 
& glitter in the boxes, 8 away at the public gardens, 
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4 VISIONS AND AL LEGORIE S 


or publith a birth-day ſuit at court, which indeed i 


* my only bufineſs there, I defy war, and all its works.” 
But conſider, Sir, you will be good for nothing, if 
vou go on thus. © May be ſo. I defire no better 
© ſport. Good for nothing, quotha! why, it is all the 
* faſhion, and would you have me be out of it?” 
With that this Anti-Curtius took the leap, and fulfil- 


Ted his ignoble deſtiny. 


In this manner, whole tribes of ies and in- 


ſignificants poured into the Cave, in ſuch crouds that 


the world ſeemed diſpeopled. . There they went, with 


all their whole train, equipage, and pomp of vanity, 


Great titles to blank perſonages; poſts (excuſe the pa- 
radox) only the emptier for being filled; the ſoppery of 


blue, green, and red ribbons, that provoked more deri- 


fion than reſpect; parliamentary eloquence ſet on flow 
by intereſt or party pique; ſide- boards of plate, the vile 
price of ſome owner, who had ſold himſelf to ſome 


wretch of a miniſter, if poſſible more worthleſs tban 


himſelf. Running-horſes, and packs of dogs, though 


often more noble animals than that two-legged one 


which founded his reputation on the keeping them. 
There they went all together, modern nobility, falſe 
Honour, rar acious avarice ending in a nothing-meaning 


accumulation, or a taſteleſs profuſion. The never: ſa- 


ted maw of the Cave of Nothing ſwallowed ell indiſcri- 
minately, from the dirty cobler in his ſtall at the cer- 


ner of the ſtreet, down to the dirty and equally imme: 


morablc duke of „with all his paultry pageantry. 

Bur what greatly moved the compaſhon of Critilus 
was ſecing a good honeſt hum- drum king , brought to 
the mouth of the Cave amidſt a mob of miniſters. *1 
am ſorry, (ſaid Critilus, who knew him perfectly) to 
de fee your majeſty on the brink of this miſerable a- 
4 byfs: ſo am I too, ſaid the king, with a lament- 


0 n u U | 5 
able look, but you ſee I do not go of myſelf, they car - 
ry me. Critilus ſhook his head, and pitied him from 
his whole ſoul. | 

ON one fide of the Cave Critilus faw a perſonage ea- 
fily known by his ſymbols of a ſcythe and hour-glaſe, 
who appeared very buſy in thovelling into the Cave all 
the ſumptuous monuments of human folly and vanity 
Nero's gilded palace, the baths of Domitian, the gar- 
dens of Eliogabalus, and eſpecially thoſe trophies cf 
barbariſm and falſe taſte, the modern gallimauſreys of 
ancient and gothic orders jumbled. together, all the 
nine-bauble-ſquares of baby-houſes, under the denomi « 
nation of country-ſeats, or boxes, and the childiſh a- 
buſe of the Chineſe taſte; in ſhort, all the ſtructures 
that had not uſe and taſte for their ſafe-guards, 

Bur what ſenſibly touched Critilus was to fee Time 
laying hold of a book, finely gilt and lettered on the out- 
ſide, being the preſentation- copy of ſome poor devil of 
an author to his infolent flattered patron, and in act 
to conſign it to that pit of eternal oblivion. Cxitilus 
good-naturedly interpoſed, and begged to ſave it, © It 
is a ſign,” ſaid the old Inexorable, with a grin of 
ſcorn, © that you have rot ſeen the contents; there is 


„nothing in it, but what is even worſe than nothing, 


* a heap of nauſeous flattery and ſhameleſs ſalſities; 
te inſomuch, that reducing it to nothing, is rather a 
e good office done to it.” * But,” ſays Critilus, *ought 
** not the name of its patron to protect and reſcue it 
* from this fate, and render it immortal?” © Hah! 


© hah!” replied Time, burſting out into a loud laugh; 


the patron of it cannot protect himſelf from the very 
* ſame deſtiny,” With that he fung it diſdainfully in- 
to the pit, and afterwards a number of other books; 
crying out, There goes that collection of fulſome a- 
* dulation, the harangues of the French academy; 
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6 VISIONS AND ALLEGORIES 


* there go all the productions of venal politics, and 
« party-pique; there go tedious romances of Cyrus, 
Cleopatra, Pharamond, &c. there go comedies with- 
out propriety or character, and tragedies without na. 
*« ture.” All theſe he flung in without mercy or com- 
punction. But he took at the ſame time ſpecial care of 
diſtinguiſhing and preſerving thoſe which deſerved a 
place in the library kept in the Caſtle of Fame; ſuch 
as Shakeſpear, Milton, Bacon, Swift, Pope, Cervantes, 
Lopez de Vega, Calderon, Metaſtaſio, Corneille, Mo- 
Iiere, Racine, and others of the like ſtandard; but all, 
how few in compariſon of the numberleſs condemned 
to the endleſs obſcurity of that fatal Cave! 
WHILST Time was buſied in this operation, Criti- 
Ius drew near to the mouth of the Cave, and ſetting his 
foot on the brink of it, his guide pulled him back, ſay- 
ing, ſurely you are not ſo degenerate as to unmake 
yourtelt ſo far as to become one of thoſe cyphers of no 
account, which you ſee pouring in by millions? No, 
replied Critilus, I only want to ſee what they are do- 
ing within there. How, replied the guide laughing, 
can you hope to ſee any thing amidſt utter darkneſs, 
eſpecially as every thing that enters there becomes no- 
thing? Perhaps I may hear ſomething, ſaid Critilus. 
Yet leſs, anſwered the guide: no one is ever heard of 
more, who is once got in there. I wall call out to 
ſome, reſumed Critilus. How can that be? replied the 
guide, when even the name of every one there 1s loſt 
and deſtroyed. Say, of the infinite number of the li- 
ving in all ages of the world, what has ever remained of 


them? No not ſo much as the memory of their having 


exiſted, or that there were ſuch beings. 'The few whoſe 
names are preſerved, were either eminent in real patri- 


otiſm, in military virtue, in arts and ſciences, in ſocial 


worth. The bad, whoſe names are through the neceſ- 


Pan Ta T2 - 


ſity of truth, or for example ſake, the incumbrance and 
the ſcorn of hiſtory, would have been too happy to have 


been included in this general annihilation. Conſider 


but for an inſtant the preſent age, amongſt the many 
myriads which encumber the face of the earth, in ſo 
many provinces, kingdoms and empires, who are the 


| few indeed! who have any pretenſions to a name? Or 


where are they to be found? Certainly not amongſt the 
kings, ſtateſmen, or the reſt of the ignoble Great of the 
preſent run. | 


C απ 
LUXURY ANDY WAN T. 
A vis lo x. 


8 late I mus'd on Fortune's ebb and flow, 
Life's airy pleaſures, and ſubſtantial woe, 
The thoughtlefs mirth that laughs in Pleaſure's eye, 

The boaſt of Vice, and pride of Vanity, 

O' er nodding Reaſon downy flumbers ſtole, 

And Fancy's viſions open'd on my ſoul. 

Ar or, on proud Tonic columns rear'd,. 

A ſumptuous dome in ruin'd powp appear'd; 

A baſeleſs pillar here, with moſs o'ergrown, 

Preſs'd earth's green boſom with a length of ſtone; 
There, a tall portal, ſculptur'd once ſo gay, 
Records no ftory but its own decay. 

I ENTER'D—crouds, who bluſh'd to be deſcry'd, 
With famiſh'd looks, through mould'ring arches Sw 
I paus'd, and, curious as T gaz'd around, 

Saw a lean bag lie ſtretch'd upon the ground; 
Round' either arm a tatter'd rug ſhe drew, 

Her ſhame conceal'd with rags of various hue; 
84 - 
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A. cloth her forehead bound, her legs were bare, 
And foul and clotted was her grizzled hair. 

© WHENCE and what art thou, wretch ?” ſurpris'd I 

cry 'd; 

* Want is my name, well known,” the wretch reply'd. | 
*The work of Luxury, this lofty dome, 
So righteous Jove ordains, is now my home. 
© Time was, this roof return'd the dulce voice 
© Of muſic, blended with a critic's choice. 
«© Dependent thence a thouſand tapers glow'd, 
© The vine's rich juice from ſilver fountains flow'd; 
An hundred dainties o'er the board were ſpread, 
And all Arabia ſpicy fragrance ſhed. 
The velvet couches, and the cuſhion'd chair, 
6 Swell'd high with down, as ſoft as ſummer's air; 
„And female beauty, ſmiling o'er the ſcene, 
„Spread joy around, of ev'ry joy the queen! 

© THEN at theſe doors, by hunger and by grief 
© Oppreſs'd, with ſuppliant voice I ſought relief: 
© Relicf I ſought, alas! but ſought in vain, 
« With poignant taunt-rebuk'd, and ſour diſdain. 
„The bati'ning prieſt, with ſupercilious face, 
6 Inferr'd from indigence the want of grace. 
The lawyer in quaint terms, with look demure, 
Gave hints of ſtatutes againſt vagrant poor. 
© Unmov'd and cool the garter'd ſtateſman cry'd 
For me fit refuge colonies ſupply'd. 
„ ſigh'd in ſecret, and to heav'n my heart 
© Aſcending, heav'n in pity took my part. 
“ T,oud thunder roll'd—the fabrick from its baſe 
« Shook; and proud Lux'ry vaniſh'd from the place. 
„ Tr aſtoniſh'd croud their patron's fall deplore, 
And pale and trembling iſſue from the door. 
“J enter'd, prompted by a voice divine, 


Which thrice repeated, Want! this pile is thine; 
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© For know, by Jove and Fate it ſtands decrezd, 
Where Lux'ry riots thou ſhalt ſtill ſucceed.” 


« Here unmoleſted from that hour I reign, 


« And all the court of Lux'ry forms my train; 
« Flere ſtill receiv'd by me, as hither driv'n 
« By keen Neceſſity, the ſcourge of heavn; 
« 'heſe are the wretches which around me throng, 
«© To me the lawyer, ſtateſman, prieſt belong.” 
SHE ceas'd; her words ſuch ſtrong emotions bred, 


They wak'd me trembling, and the viſion fied, 


Save me from Lux'ry, gracious heav'n! I pray'd, 
That Want's drear haunts my ſteps may ne'er invade, 


F 


Tue VISION or AMANDA. 


\ FFETHOUGHT I was walking through a de- 
M lightful field, from whence on a rifing bill I 
beheld a ſtately edifice, My curiolity led me to make 
up towards it. I found it ſurrounded with gardens 
and orchards, richly decked by nature and art. A moſt 
creeable lady was ſanding at the door, who very cour- 
icouſly invited me in to fit down and reſt me: being 
tired with the hill, I accepted her kind offer. Enter- 
ing the houſe, I ſurveyed the magnificent apartments, 
and my eyes were dazzled with the rich furniture that 
adorned every room. The lady led me into a ſpacious 
parlour, where was a very comely gentleman, with ferc- 
ral little beauties around him, the living p'ctures in mi- 
niature of the father and mother. I was entertained 
there with a liberality ſuitable to the appearance they 
made, and with that courteous affability, which is the 
genuine effect of true gentility and good breeding. 
Whilſt with pleaſure J ſurveycd their happy circumſtan 
| A 
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ces, which appeared to have no want of any thing to 
compleat their happineſs, I ſaid within myſelf, * Sure 
<© theſe are extraordinary perſons, and this flow of pro. 
*« ſperity muſt be the bountiful reward of Providence, 
for ſome eminent inftances of virtue and piety.” But 
when I had taken my leave, and was returning back, 1 
met one, of whom 1 enquired the gentleman's charac- 
ter, who was the owner of yonder ſeat; which, to my 
no imall ſurprize, I found to be very vicious. His 
plentiful eſtate was gotten by oppreſſion and fraud, his 
beautiful children were the living monuments of his 
ſhame, and the lady who made ſo fplendid an appear- 
ance, and to whom he diſcovered ſo much ſeeming ten- 
derneſs, was ſo far from being miſtreſs of the ſeat, that 
the was only kept there as under a tyrant, to be a ſlave 
to his baſe lufts; he conſulting her ſatisfaction no fur- 
ther than as the pleaſure in her countenance heightens 
her charms, and thereby renders het the more agreeable 
to him in the gratification of his brutal appetites and 
paſſions; and ſhe, continued my informer, puts a con- 
ſtant force upon herſelf to appear gay and chearful, leſt 
her keeper ſhould turn her out, abandoned to ſhame and 
miſery. To preſerve her from the latter of which (af. 
ter the lois of a good fortune) was ſhe prevailed on to 
comply with the lot ſhe ſhares.— As ſoon as I parted 
from my company, I could contain no longer, but burtt 


out into this exclamation: Wherefore, O Proſperity! 


wherefore is it that thou thus daily loadeſt the vicious 
with thy benefits, and giveſt them all that heart can 
with? Whence comes it to paſs that ſuch a wretch as 
this ſhall ſpend his days in caſe, and his nights in plea- 
ſure, whilſt thou turneſt away with diſdain from the pi- 
-ous man, leaving him to groan under all the hardſhips 
of the moſt adverſe ſtate! O fay! whence is it that thou 


art thus partial to the wicked ?—l bad n ſooner ceaſed 
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exclaiming in this manner, than looking forward, I ſaw 
Proſperity ſtanding before me, arrayed in her moſt gor- 
geous attire. The gay and glittering appearance muſt 
have raiſed delight in my breaſt, had it not been damp- 


g to 
Jure 


pro- 


5 ed by the anger that appeared on her brow, when ſhe 
* thus addreſſed me: Forbear taxing me with partiali- 
k,1 


« ty in my proceedings; for were it in my inclinati- 
eon, it is not in my power, being only the ſervant of 
Providence, whoſe orders I never, in one ſingle in- 
His Wh « ſtance, run counter to.“ © Art thou,” ſaid I, in a 
his heat, © the ſervant of Providence? And will it ſuffer 
e thee thus to careſs the impious, and flight and con- 
155 © temn the good! How can theſe things be ?” Proſpe- 
wa rity diſappeared without making any reply; but imme» 

diately a reſplendent.light thone around me, and I heard 
a majeſtic voice calling thus to me from above, O 
wt thou blind mortal, doſt thou dare to call in queſtion. 
* my proccedings, becauſe thou canſt not ſee the wiſ- 
« dom and equity of them? It would be juit in me to 
“ puniſh thee ſeverely for thy raſnneſs, but for once I 
will overlook thy i gnorance, and ſo far condeſcend to- 
thy weakneſs, as to give thee ſome view of the rea- 
ſons of my conduct. Wherefore lift up thine eyes, 
«and behold what ſhall now be diſcovered to thee.” 
I did ſo, and found my ſight ſtrengthened to penetrate 
through the thick clouds, beyond which I: ſaw Provi- 


; dence ſeated on # lofty throne, and by him ſtood Pro- 
ö ſperity and Adverſity, with their various attendants 
: waiting'his orders. A perſon of a very amiable coun- 
8 tenance ſtood at my right hand, who told me he was 


commiſſioned to reſolve my doubts, and reveal ſome- 
what of the myſteries of Providence to me. I ſtrait ob 
ſerved Adverſity ordered with her attendant Pain to 
ſuch a place. I looked after them, and ſaw them en- 
ter the houſe of a perſon very remarkable for piety, and 
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attack him in a moſt violent manner: Alas!“ ſaid 
&« to my inſtructor, whence comes it to paſs that ſo good 


© a man as this ſhould be ſo ſeverely handled ?” “ He 


» 


« is,” replied he, a very eminent chriſtian, a man 
greatly beloved of his God. But how contrary ſoe. 


ver this may ſcem to your carnal reaſon, it is there. 


fore that he is thus atflicted; he has (as the beſt here 
© have) much fin ſtill remaining in him, and much 
& wanting to compleat his perfection in grace and ho- 
& lineſs, and God, who is alone the proper judge of 
« the molt likely means to bring about his own wiſe 
and kind defigns, ſees this the fitteſt method to root 
© out fin, and ſtrengthen and invigorate his graces. 


& 'This affliction ſhall be to him a furnace, not to con- 


* ſume him, but his luſts, and to refine and brighten 


© his graces, that they may ſhine with the greater Juf- 
* tre.” I then looked up again, and faw Adverſity, 
with two of her attendants, Poverty and Sickneſs, ſent 
to another place. They ſoon attacked a perſon, who 


from an z2ffluent fortune was reduced to penury and 


want, and from a ſtrong and vigorous ſtate of health, 
was thrown upon a ſick-bed. Pray,” ſaid I, © what 


eis the character of this perſon, that is thus doubly at- 


& tacked, and with ſuch violence?” © He is,” replied 


my inſtructor, © one that devoted himſelf to God in the 


days of his youth, and appeared very zealous and ac- 
<< tive in the ways of religion, at his firſt ſetting out. 
* But a long ſeries of proſperity with which he has been 
& fayonred, has had the but too common effect of en- 
* fnaring and captivating his thoughts and affections to 
the things of time and ſenſe. As riches encreaſed, 
© he has ſet his heart inordinately upon them, and in a 
great meaſure withdrawn his dependence upon God 
for the continuation of thoſe bounties of Providence, 
«« grown careleſs and ſecure, ſaying with David, My 
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* mountain ſtands ſtrong; I ſhall never be moved. 
« Poverty is therefore ſent to waſte his ſubltance,' that 
&« the idol being removed, he may be no longer r. 
« ed to adore it, and that he may by his own experts: ? 
« ence be convinced of the uncertainty of all ſubluna- 7 
«© ry good. A long continued ſtate of health has aba · x 5 
© ted his ſenſe of the value of the mercy, and he has 
« ſeemed to flight it as a common favour. Sickneſs 
« js therefore ſent to teach him the worth of health, 
« by the want of it; to ſhock this ſeemingly 1 8 
„building, that he may ſee its foundation is in the 
& duſt, and that it is as a moth eruſhed in the hand of. © a 
«© God. In a word, theſe painful ſtrokes ſhall be the by 7 
ec happy means of rouſing him out of that ſpiritual le- E 
&« thargy wherein he has long lain, and cauſe him̃ to re- = 
% member whence he is fallen, excite him to repenty ” . 
and do his firſt works; and when theſe moſt a 4 
«ends are anſwered, God will turn his captivity, and 
„ remarkably diſplay his power and love in his de- 
« liverance.” Again I looked up, and heard Adverſi- 
ty receive a new commiſſion, to attack with reproach. - 
and contempt a perſon who appeared in ſight. 4 Pray, A 
ſaid I, to what perſon are theſe formidable ſpectres ga 
ing to?“ (for their appearance ſhocked me more e 24 
all the others.) © He is, ſaid my teacher, a very ſeriors 
good man, one that has for many years been univergge 
ly elteemed amongſt thoſe who are true friends to Fell, x 
gion and virtue, both for his wiſdom and piety; but 
this general regard paid to him has too much elated his 
mind, and he has hereby been puffed up with ſelf- ap- 
plauſe; not duly conſidering that whatever endowments 
he poſſeſſes, whether of nature or grace, are all received 
from God, and that therefore all the glory ſhould be aſ- 
cribed to the donor. Reproach is now ſent to humble 
bim, to hide price from his eyes, to make im fully | 
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ſenſible that the intereſt any have in man's eſteem is a 
bleſſing which deſcends from the ſame hand that diſpen- 


ſes thoſe qualiſications that have a tendency to raiſe it.” 


Soon after I lifted up my eyes again, and ſaw Adverſity 
with her attendants, Sickneſs and Death, receiving their 


orders to ſeize the child of a certain perſon. * Now, 


ſays my inſtructor, this is a ſincere chriſtian, and the 
ſtroke to be inflicted is perhaps the ſoreſt of a temporal. 
nature that could befall him. He is to be ſtript of an 
only child, and a very promiſing one, in whom the fond 
parent might juſtly pleaſe himſelf with the proſpect of 
much comfort and ſatisfaction; and like good Jacob, 
© His life ſeems to be bound up in the lad's life.” But 
Providence, in much wiſdom and great goodneſs too 
orders his removal in kindneſs both to parent and child; 
the lad, being by the grace of God prepared for a bet. 
ter ſtate, is in great love removed from all the ſnares 


and temptations that attend the youthful ſtage, and 


thoſe other ſnares and trials that ſurround the man in 
his riper age: a more than common ſhare of which muſt 
Have fallen to his lot, had he.continued in this world. 
'The parent will hereby be convinced of, and humbled 
for, the evil he has been guilty of in ſetting his heart 
and affections too much on this ſo defirable a creature- 
enjoyment, which he ſees now to be but a fading dying 


flower. And the ſupports and comforts he ſhall receive 


under this happy trial, will {top the mouth of com- 
-plaints, and force him to confeſs that God is the alone 
proper object of our warmeſt affection, ſince there is 
enough in him to make the chriſtian happy in the loſs 
of the deareſt earthly comforts. Theſe, continued my 
teacher, are ſome of the feeming paradoxes in Provi- 
dence, which thou, blind mortal, couldſt not diſcover 
by the dim light of reaſon: there are others which I am 
not now permitted to reveal to thee; fome of which 


015 


ch 


F O R 1 © DB "P H. 0 | T's: 


thou wilt never ſee unravelled whilſt thou art cloathed: 
with mortality. Let what thou haſt ſeen and heard: 
ſuffice to afſure thee, that God's thoughts are not like 
to thy thoughts, nor his. ways like to thy ways, but as. 
far above them in wiſdom, as the heavens are above 


the earth. Hence it is, that the wicked ſo often a- 


bound with this world's good, who have all their hea-- 


ven here; whilft the pious man is, by the tharp attacks. 
of Adverſity, during the ſhort term of his exiſtence. 
here, trained up for a ſtate of endleſs unallayed _ 
pineſs.” 

I THANKED my inſtructor, begged pardon for my 
raſhneſs, and promiſed, that I would no more arraign 
divine Providence at the bar of my weak and ſhallow 
reaſon, and abaſhed and confounded at my ignorance 
and e awoke from my dream. 


SD eee ed 
TRUTH AND FALSHOOD. 


AN ALLEGOR Y. 


F all created collins none can be aid to 
() have diſappeared“without giving ſome proof of 
its influence. All have had their day, and taken their 
rotation in the wheel of time. Thus it happened with 
Truth, who, in former times, boaſted univerſal domi- 
nion; but as good ſoon grows taſteleſs, ſo holy a per- 
ſonage could not long maintain her influence amongſt 
a race of beings fo prone to degeneracy. An infecti- 
on ſeized the ſons of men, whoſe quality was ſo malig- 
nant, that though it did not threaten death, yet it pro- 


duced great and Jaſting evils. But ſuch was the blind- 
nels of ſell - love, that moſt were inſenſible of their own 
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diſtempers, yet expoſed and cenſured thoſe of their 
neighbours; and as nothing cuts like the truth, truth 
bore all the blame. From this period every one he- 
gan to ſtop their ears againſt her, and this indignity 
ended in her excluſion from all converſation. They 
upbraided her for the offences they themſelves com- 
mitted againſt her, till at length, they voted her into 
perpetual baniſhment, and elected her mortal enemy 
Falſhood to reign in her ſtead. Truth, in compliance 
with this decree, ſet out alone for the defert, poor and 
dejected, deſerted by her friends, and oppreſſed by her 
enemies. In her way, as ſhe was going over a ſmall 
eminence, ſhe diſcerned a great crowd of people ap- 
proaching, and the nearer it came, the more numer- 
ous it appeared. In the midft of this army, ſhe di- 
ſtinguiſhed a ſquadron, compoſed of kings, princes, 
governors, and prieſts, habited with great pomp, ac- 
cording to their reſpective conditions. Theſe ſurroun- 
ded a triumphal car of exquiſite workmanſhip, that 
moved with great majeſty; upon which was a placed a 


portable throne of braſs, gilt and ornamented with tin- 


fel, falſe-brilliants, paſte-ſtones, and imitations of lap 

lazuli. On this throne ſat a woman, repreſenting a 
queen, whoſe face appeared beautiful at a diſtance, but 
gradually loſt its charms as it approached nearer, till 
at length it ſhewed perfectly ugly. Her form, as the 
fat, ſeemed elegant, but when ſhe ſtood up or walked, 
it diſcovered many defects. Her robes were made of 
a ilk, that like a pigeon's, or a peacock's neck, at eve- 
ry motion expreſſed a variety of colours; but then the 
tuff was ſo flimſy and flight, that the leaſt breath of 
wind diſcompoſed it, and the leaſt touch was enough 
to rend it. Truth ſtopped to ſee this proceſſion, and 
was amazed at its extent. When the car came up to 
her, Falſhood, who knew her by deſcription, though 


* 


4 


v % "ib {HOP ME TEES 1 
ſhe never had any correſpondence with ber, made x 
halt, and deſired Truth might be brought before her. 
She then examined Truth, whence ſhe came, and Whi- 
ther, and upon what defign ſhe was going. Truth told 
every thing. Falſhood imagining, that to carry"Fruthy * > 
with her was part of her triumph, as conqueſt is belt - 
proved by the captivity of an enemy, arrogantly order- 
ed her to turn back and accompany her. Truth, note 
being the ſtrongeſt, was forced to obey, and took „ 
ſtation in the rear, which from thenceforward was her 7 
known poſt. He then that ſeeks for Truth will nei- 
ther find her with Falſhood, nor with any of her mini- 
ſters: ſhe is always the laſt of the train, and in that 
place is only to be found. In the firſt day's journey, 
they arrived at a city, of which the prince, whoſe name 2 
was Favour, came out to meet them with A; ſplendid 5 5 
train of courtiers, and offered Falſhood the uſe of his 1 
palace. She thanked him for his good-will, but for 
reaſons, beſt known to herſelf, infiſted on going to a 
noble inn, kept by Wit, where they beſpoke an enter- 
tainment, which was accordingly provided for them. 6 0 
As ſoon as the repaſt was over, they prepared to prov | 
ceed upon their journey, and her ſteward, Oſtentation, Sy 
a ſolemn perſonage, with a philoſophical beard, grave 5 
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face, formal demeanor, and a flow fair ſpeech, deſire fk | 
the landlord to bring in his bill. He did ſo, and the 
ſteward ſaying, it was very well, put it into the hands $i 
of Falſhood his miſtreſs. Pay the honeſt man, ſaid the, i 


out of the money you depoſited with him when we 
came in. The landlord, with a filly laugh, ſaid, he 
knew not what they meant by the money they talked 
of, for none had been lodged with him. At firſt he 
imagined they were jeſting with him; but when ſo © 
many perſonages of port and figure perſiſted in affirm. _ 
ing the fact, he with great grief and rage inſiſted that” 
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diſtempers, yet expoſed and cenſured thoſe of their 
neighbours; and as nothing cuts like the truth, truth 
bore all the blame. . this period every one he- 
gan to ſtop their ears againſt her, and this indignity 
ended in her excluſion from all converſation. They 
upbraided her for the offences they themſelves com- 
mitted againſt her, till at length, they voted her into 
perpetual baniſhment, and elected her mortal enemy 
Falſhood to reign in her ſtead. Truth, in compliance 
with this decree, ſet out alone {or the defert, poor and 
dejected, deſerted by her friends, and oppreſſed by her 
enemies. In her way, as ſne was going over a ſmall 
eminence, ſhe diſcerned a great crowd of people ap- 
proaching, and the nearer it came, the more numer- 
ous it appeared. In the midſt of this army, the di- 
ſtinguiſned a ſquadron, compoſed of kings, princes, 
governors, and prieſts, habited with great pomp, aC- 
cording to their reſpective conditions. Theſe ſurroun— 
ded a triumphal car of exquiſite workmanſhip, that 
moved with great majeſty; upon which was a placed a 
portable throne of braſs, gilt and ornamented with tin- 
ſel, falſe-briliiants, paſte- tones, and imitations of lar 

lazuli. On this throne ſat a woman, repreſenting a 
queen, whoſe face appeared beautiful at a diſtance, but 
gradually loſt its charms as it approached nearer, till 
at length it ſhewed perfectly ugly. Her form, as the 
fat, ſeemed elegant, but when ſhe ſtood up or walked, 
it diſcovered many defects. Her robes were made of 
a fk, that like a pigeon's, or a peacock's neck, at eve- 
ry motion expreſſed a variety of colours; but then the 
ituff was ſo flimſy and flight, that the leaſt breath of 
wind diſcompoſed it, and the leaſt touch was enough 
to rend it. Truth ſtopped to ſee this proceſſion, ani 
was amazed at its extent. When the car came up to 
her, Falſhood, who knew her by deſcription, though 
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ſhe never had any correſpondence with ber, made a 
halt, and defired Truth might be brought before her. 


Ghe then examined Truth, whence ſhe came, and whi-- 
ther, and upon what defign ſhe was going. Truth told 


every thing. Falſhood imagining, that to carry Truth 
'with her was part of her triumph, as conqueſt is beſt 
proved by the captivity of an enemy, arrogantly order- 
ed her to turn back and accompany her. ruth, not 
being the ſtrongeſt, was forced to obey, and took her 
{tion in the rear, which from thenceforward was her 
known poſt. He then that ſeeks for Truth will net- 
ther find her with Falſhood, nor with any of her mini- 
ſters: ſhe is always the laſt of the train, and in that 
place is only to be found. 
they arrived at a city, of which the prince, whoſe name 
was Favour, came out to meet them with a. ſplendid 
train of courtiers, and offered Falſhood the uſe of his- 
palace. She thanked him for his good-will, but for 
reaſons, beſt known to herſelf, infiſted on going to a 
noble inn, kept by Wit, where they beſpoke an enter- 
tainment, which was accordingly provided for them. 
1 ſoon as the re paſt was over, they prepared to pro» 

eed upon their journey, and her ſteward, Oſtentation, 
a | wick perſonage, with a philoſophical beard, grave 
face, formal demeanor, and a flow fair ſpeech, deſired 
the landlord to bring in his bill. 
ſteward ſaying, it was very well, put it into the hands 
0; Fal ſhood his miſtreſs. Pay the honeſt man, ſaid ſhe, 
out of the money you depoſited with him when we 
came in. The landlord, with a filly laugh, faid, he 
knew not what they meant by the money they talked 
of, for none had been lodged with him. At firſt he 
imagined they were jeſting with him; but when fo 
many perſonages of port and figure perſiſted in affirm- 
ing the fact, he with great grief and rage inſiſted that 


In the firſt day's journey, 


He did ſo, and the 
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he had not ſeen a farthing of their money. Falſliood 
then produced for witneſſes, Idleneſs her treaſurer, 
Flattery the maſter of her ceremonies, Vice the lord 
of her bed-chamber, and Treachery her Jady of ho- 

nour, who all wondered what the fellow meant by de- 


nying what they had all ſeen, But what was worſe 


than all, Intereſt, a tyrannical kept miſtreſs of Wit's, 


and Invention his own child, at the ſummons of Falf- 
hood, depoſed in her favour. Wit ſeeing himſelf thus 
beſet by a powerful hoſt, and betrayed by thoſe of his 
own houſe,. filled the air with exclamations, and in- 
voked the gods for the manifeſtation of Truth. Truth 
hearing his diſtreſs, and having always had a friendly 
regard for him, preſſed forward, and ſaid, Wit, my 
« good friend, you have right on your fide; but what 
* will right avail you? ſince it is Falſhood who de- 


„ nies the debt, and there is none to eſpouſe your 


& cauſe but me. All I can do for you is, to declare 


te the juſtice of your claim, which I moſt ſolemnly | 


« do.” Falſhood was ſo enraged at this boldneſs, that 
ſhe ordered her miniſters to pay Wit out of Truth's 


allowance, which was accordingly done. 


TRE now proceeded onward, behaving. at every 
place where they met with harbour and refreſhment, 
in the ſame manner, cheating and pillaging friends and 
foes indifferently. 

Ar length they came to a place, of which Scandal 
was the ſovereign, a powerful prince, and a great friend 
to Falſhood.. He went out to meet her with all the 
grandees of his country, and in the midſt of all his 
favourites, Pride, Treaſon, Deceit, Gluttony, Ingrati- 
tude, Malice, Hatred, Uncharitableneſs, Lazineſs, Ob- 
ſtinacy, Revenge, Envy, Injuſtice, Vain- glory, Folly, 


Self- will, and others of his conſtant attendants. He 


invited Falſhood to his palace; and ſhe accepted the 
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invitation, upon condition that ſhe herſelf ſhould be 
at the coſt of the entertainment. Scandal would have 


been glad to have given her an idea of his wealth, by 
treating her; but as Falſhood had ſpoken peremptori- 
ly, he acquieſced in her pleaſure, and they proceeded. 


together to the palace. 'The purveyor, Care, and the 
clerk of the kitchen, Change, provided the table; and 
the neighbouring inhabitants, hearing of ſo great a 
company, brought in all ſorts of proviſions, which were 


received without any diſpute about the price. After 
the feaſt was over, and they were preparing to go away, 
the poor people deſired to be paid for what they had 
furniſhed. The treaſurer ſaid he owed them nothing; 
and the ſteward, that he had paid them their full due. 


Upon the clamour which this anſwer occaſioned, Falſ- 


hood came out, and ſaid, Friends, what is. it you 


“want? You are mad,-— F cannot conceive your 


„meaning, —you have been paid for all you brought. 


« I ſaw it myſelf, and the money was given you in 
te the preſence of Truth. Let her deny it if ſhe dare.” 


On this they called upon 'Fruth for her evidence. But 
| Truth, ſenſible of the indignity ſhe had ſuffered at the 
inn kept by Wit, reſolved: not to utter a word. From. 
| that time to this, Truth continues dumb, remember- 


ing what it coſt-her for ſpeaking. He that ſpeaks truth, 


ſpeaks it at his own expence. 
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CPANTE E Ds d GER GAN f re 


THE HOUSE or SUPERSTITION. 


A: V.I$ ION. 


I. 


HEN Sleep's all- ſoothing hand with fetters 


ſoft 

Ties down each ſenſe, and lulls to balmy reſt; 
The internal power, creative Fancy oſt 

Broods o'er her treaſures in the formful breaſt. 
Thus when no longer daily cares engage, 

The buſy mind purſues the darling theme; 
Hence angels whiſper'd to the ſlumbering ſage, 
And gods of old infpir'd the hero's dream; 
Hence as I flept, theſe images areſe, 

To Fancy's eye, and join'd this fairy ſcene compoſe, 


As when fair morning dries her pearly tears, 
The mountain lifts o'er miſts its lofty head; 
Thus new to ſight a gothic dome appears 
With the grey ruſt of rolling years o'erſpread. 
Here Superſtition holds her dreary reign, 
And her lip-labour'd orifons ſhe plies 
In tongue unknown, when morn bedews the plain, 
Or evening ſkirts with gold the weltern ſkies; 
To the dumb ſtock ſhe bends, or ſculptor'd wall, 


And many a croſs ſhe makes, and many a bead lets fall, 


III. 
Near to the dome a magic pair reſide 
Prompt to deceive, and practis'd to: confound ;. 
Here hood-winkt Ignorance is ſeen to bide 
Stretching in darkſome cave along the ground. 


V 


* 


bk 
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No object cer awakes his ſtupid eyes, 


Nor voice articulate arreſts his ears, 


| Save when beneath the moon pale ſpectres riſe, 


And haunt his ſoul with viſionary fears: 


Or when hoarſe winds incavern'd murmur round, 
And babbling echo wakes, and iterates the ſound. 


IV: 
Where boughs entwining form an artful ſhade, 
And in faint glimmerings juſt admit the light. 
There Error ſits in borrow'd white array'd, 
And in Truth's form deceives the tranſient ſight. 


| A thouſand glories wait her opening day, 


Her beaming luſtre when fair Truth imparts; 


Thus Error would pour forth a ſpurious ray, 


And cheat th' unpractis'd mind with mimic arts; 


| She cleaves with magic wand the liquid ſkies, * 


Bids airy forms appear, and ſcenes fantaſtic riſe. 
V. 


A porter deaf, decrepid, old, and blind 


Hits at the gate, and lifts a liberal bowl 
With wine of wondrous power to lull the mind, 

And check each vigorous effort of the ſoul: 
Whoe'er un'wares ſhall ply his thirſty lip, 

And drink in gulphs the luſcious liquor down, 
Shall hapleſs from the cup deluſion ſip, 

And objects ſee in features not their own; 
Each way-worn traveller that hither came, 


He lav'd with copious draughts, and Prejudice his 


name. 
Lan VI. | 
Within a various race are ſeen to wonne, 
Props of her age, and pillars of her ſtate, 
Which erſt were nurtur'd by the wither'd crone, 
And born to Tyranny, her griily mate: 


Kr 2 3 FT. 8 
r * : ** $a) N 
nens D 


— 


N 
reer 


— — e—s 
1 


— — 
— 


9 
NR —  — 


22 VISIONS AND ALLEGORIES 

The firſt appear'd in pomp of purple pride, 
With triple crown erect, and throned high; 

Two golden keys hang dangling by his ſide 
To lock or ope the portals of the ſky; 

Crouching and proſtrate there (ah! fight unmeet!) 
The crowned head would bow, and lick his duſty 

feet. 


| VII. 
0 With bended arm he on a book -reclin'd 
ö Faſt lock'd with iron claſps from vulgar eyes; \ 
1 Heaven's gracious gift to light the wandering mind, h 
| To lift fall'n man, and guide him to the ſkies! 
A man no more, a god he would be thought, 
And *mazed mortals blindly muſt obey: 
With flight of hand he lying wonders wrought, 
Ahd near him loathſome heaps of reliques lay: 
| Strange legends would he read, and figments dire 
[ Ot Limbus' priſon'd ſhades, and purgatory fire. 
| VIII. 
There meagre Penance fat, in ſackcloth clad, 
| And to his breaſt cloſe hugg'd the viper, Sin, 
- Yet oft with brandiſh'd whip would gaul, as mad, 
With voluntary ftripes his ſhrivel'd ſkin. 
Counting large heaps of o'er-abounding good 
Of ſaints that dy'd within the church's pale, 
With gentler aſpect there Indulgence ſtood, 
And to the needy culprit would retail; 
There too, ftrange merchandize! he pardons ſold, 
And treaſon would abſolve, and murder purge with 
gold. | 


| — #8 

With ſhaven crown in a ſequeſter'd cell 
A lazy lubbard there was ſeen to lay; 

Nor work had he fave ſome few beads to tell, 
And indolently ſnore the hours away. 


ith 


The nameleſs joys that bleſs the nuptial bed, 


The myſtic rites of Hymen's hallow'd tye 
Impure he deems, and from them ſtarts with dread, 
As crimes of fouleſt ſtain, and deepeſt dye: 


No ſocial hopes hath he, no focial fears, 


But ſpends in lethargy devout the lingering years. 
X 


Gnaſhing his teeth in mood of furious ire 


Fierce Perſecution ſat, and with ftrong breath 


| Wakes into living flame large heaps of fire, 


And feaſts on murders, maſſacres, and death. 
Near him was plac'd Procruſtes' iron bed 
To ſtretch or mangle to a certain fize; 


| To ſee their writhing pains each heart muſt bleed, 


To hear their doleful ſhrieks and piercing cries; 
Vet he beholds them with unmoiſten'd eye, 
Their writhing pains his ſport, their moans his melody. 
A gradual light diffuſing o'er the gloom, 
And ſlow approaching with majeſtic pace; 
A lovely maid appears m beauty's bloom, 
With native charms, and unaffected grace: 
Her hand a clear reflecting mirror ſhows, 
In which all. objects their true features wear, 
And on her cheek a bluſh indignant glows 
To ſee the horrid forceries practis'd there; 
She ſnatch'd the volume from the tyrant's rage, 
Unlock'd i its 1ron claſps, and ope'd the heavenly page. 
XIT. 
«© My name is Truth, and you, each holy ſeer, 
“That all my ſteps with ardent gaze purſue, 
« Unveil, ſhe faid, the ſacred myſteries here, 
Give the celeſtial boon to public view. 
“Though blatant Obloquy with leprous mouth 
„Shall blot your fame, and blaſt the generous 
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Vet in revolving years ſome liberal youth 
“Shall crown your virtuous act with glory's meed, 
“ Your names adorn'd in Gilpin's poliſh'd page, 
« With each heroic grace, ſhall ſhine thro' every age. 
XIII. | 
„„ With furious hate tho' fierce relentleſs power 
« Exert of torment all her horrid il: 
& Tho' your lives meet too ſoon the fatal hour 
« Scorchang in flames, or writting on the wheel; 
« Yet when the dragon in the deep abyfs 
„ Shall lie, faſt bound in adamantine chain, 
Le with the Lamb Thall rife to ceaſeleſs bliſs, 
« Firſt-fruits of death, and partners of his reign; 
„Then ſhall repay the momentaxy tear. 
The great ſabbatic reſt, the millenary year.” 


POE CRUE Ne; df Mee VNN 
FTE VISION or 24. 


N the fifth day of the moon, which according to 

the cuſtom of my forcfathers T always kept ho- 

Iys after having wafhed myſell, and offered up my mor- 
ning devotions, I aſcended the high hill of Bagdat, in 
order to paſs the reſt of the day in meditation and 
prayer. As I was here airing myſelf on the tops of 
the mountains, I fell into a profound contemplation 
on the vanity of human life; and paſſing from cnc 
thought to another, ſurely, ſaid J, man is but a ſh 
dow, and life a dream. Whilſt 1 — thus muſing, I 
caſt my eyes towards the ſummit of a rock that was 
not far from me, where I diſcovered one in the habit 
of a ſhepherd, with a muſical inftrument in his hand. 
As I looked upon him he applied it to his lips, and 
began to play upon it. The found, of it was exceeding 
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ſweet, and wrought into a variety of tunes that were 
inexpreſſibly melodious, and altogether different from 


| any thing I had ever heard: they put me in mind of 


thoſe heavenly airs that are played to the departed ſouls 


of good men upon their firſt arrival in paradiſe, to wear 


out the impreſſions of the laſt agonies, and qualify them 


for the picaſures of that happy place. My heart melt- 
ed away in ſecret raptures. 


I HaD been often told that the 1 before me was 


the haunt of a genius; and that ſeveral had been en- 
| tertained with muſic who had paſſed by it, but never 
| heard that the muſician had before made himſelf vis 
ſible. When he had raiſed my thoughts by thoſe tranſ- 
| porting airs which he played, to taſte the pleaſures of 
| his converſation, as I looked upon him like one aſto- 
| niſhed, he beckoned to me, and by the waving of his 
hand directed me to approach the place where he fat. 
I drew near with that reverence which is due to a ſu- 
| perior nature; and as my heart was entirely ſubdued, 
by the captivating ſtrains I had heard, I fell down at 
his feet and wept. The genius ſmiled upon me with 
| a look of compaſſion and affability that familiarized him 


to my imggination, and at once diſpelled all the fears 
and apprehenſions with which I approached him. He 
lifted me from the ground, and taking me by the hand, 
Mirza, faid — I have heard thee in thy ſoliloquies; 
follow me. 

Hg then led me to the higheſt pinacle of the rock, 
and placing me on the top of it, Caſt thy eyes caſts 
ward, ſaid he, and tell me what thou ſeeſt. I ſee, ſaid 
La huge valley, and a prodigious tide of water rolling 
through it. The valley that thou ſeeſt, ſaid he, is the 
vale of miſery, and the tide of water that thou ſeeſt is 
part of the great tide of eternity. What is the reaſon, 
faid I, that the tide I ſee riſes out of a thick miſt at 
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15 M 33 Yer in revolving years ſome liberal youth 

4 5 8. & Shall crown your? virtuous act with glory's metd, 

8 3 4 * v | Non names adorn'd in Gilpin's poliſh'd page, 
Ks * With each heroic grace, ſhall ſhine thro” N . 

— 8 0 « With. Lacigus Vas tho hoods relentleſs power 

i e FExert of torment all her horrid ſkill; d 

| _ «© Tho' your lives meet too ſoon the fatal hour 

WW « Scorching in flames, or writhing on the wheel; 

Vet when the dragon in the deep abyſs _ 

| 8 „ Stfall lie, faſt bound in adamantine chain, 

„ Ye with the Lamb Thall rife to ceaſeleſs bliſs, 

wy „ Firſt- fruits of death, and partners of his reign; 

RT. Then ſhall repay the — tear. 

1 6 The great fabbatic reſt, the millenary 1 year.” 
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THE VISION OF MIRZA. 
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N the fifth day of the moon, which 3 to 

the cuſtom of forefathers] always kept ho- 

Iys after having waſhed myſelf, and offered up my mor- 
ning devotions, I aſcended the high. hill of Bagdat, in 
order to paſs the reſt of the day in meditation and 
prayer. As I was here airing myſelf on the tops of 
the mountains, J fell into a profound contemplation 
* on the vanity of human life; and paſſing from one 
þ thought to another, ſurely, ſaid I, man is but a*ſha- 
dow, and life a dream. Whilſt I was thus muling, I 
caſt my eyes towards the ſummit of a rock that was 
not far from me, where 1 diſcovered one. in the habit 
of a ſhepherd, with a muſical inſtrument i in his hand. 
As I looked upon him he applied it to his lips, and 
began to play upon it, The Tound; of 1 it Was exceeding 


FF. 0 TY 0 -U T5 25 


inexpreſſibly melodious, and altogether different from 
any thing J had ever heard: they put me in mind of 
thoſe heavenly airs that are played to the departed ſouls 
of good men upon their firſt arrival in paradiſe, to wear 
out the impreſſions of the laſt agonies, and qualify them 
for the pleaſures of that happy place. My heart melt- 


ed away in ſecret raptures. 
I nap been often told that the rock before me was 


the haunt of a genius; and that ſeveral had been en- 
tertained with muſic who had paſſed by it, but never 
heard that the muſician had before made himſelf vi- 
ſible. When he had raiſed my thoughts by thoſe tranſ- 
porting airs which he played, to taſte the pleaſures of 
his converſation, as I looked upon him like one aſto- 
niſhed, he beckoned to me, and by the waving of his 
hand directed me to approach the place where he fat. 
I drew near with that reverence which 1s due to a ſu- 
perior nature; and as my heart was entirely ſubdued, 
by the captivating ſtrains I had heard, I fell down at 
his feet and wept. The genius ſmiled upon me with 
a look of compaſhon and affability that familiarized him 
to my imagination, and at once diſpelled all the fears 
and apprehenſions with which I approached him. He 
| lifted me from the ground, and taking me by the hand, 
Mirza, ſaid he, I have heard thee in thy ſoliloquies; 
follow me. 
Asa then led me to the higheſt pinacle of the rock, 
: and placing me on the top of it, Caſt thy eyes caſt- 
s ward, ſaid he, and tell me what thou ſeeſt. I fee, ſaid 
g L, a huge valley, and a prodigious tide of water rolling 
through it. The valley that thou ſeeſt, ſaid he, is the 
vale of miſery, and the tide of water that thou ſeeſt is 
„part of the great tide of eternity. What is the reaſon, 
1 I, that the tide I ſee riſes out of a thick miſt at 
| B 


ſweet, and wrought into a variety of tunes that were 
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one end, and again loſes itſelf in a thick miſt at the o- 
ther? What thou ſeeſt, ſaid he, is that portion of e- 
ternity which is called time; meaſured out by the ſun, 
and reaching from the beginning of the world to its 
conſummation. Examine now, faid he, this ſea that 
is thus bounded with darkneſs at both ends, and tell me 
what thou diſcovereſt in it. I ſee a bridge, ſaid I, 
#anding in the midſt of the tide. The bridge thou 
ſeeſt, faid he, is human life, conſider it attentively, 
IJ pon a more leiſurely ſurvey of it, I found that it con- 


ſiſted of threeſcore and ten intire arches, with ſeveral 


broken arches, which, added to thoſe that were intire, 
made up the number about an hundred. As I was 
counting the arches, the genius told me that this bridge 
conſiſted at firſt of a thouſand ar ches; but that a great 


flood ſwept away the reſt, and left the bridge in the 


ruinous condition I now beheld it: but tell me fur: 
ther, ſaid he, what thou diſcovereſt on it. I ſee mul- 


titudes of people paſſing over it, ſaid I, and a black 


cloud hanging on each end of it. As I looked more 
attentively, I faw ſeveral of the paſſengers dropping 
through the bridge, into the great tide that flowed un- 
derneath itz and upon fartker examination, perceived 
there were innumerable trap- doors that lay concealed 
inthe bridge, which the paſſengers no ſooner trod up- 
en, but they fell through them into the tide, and im- 
meciately diſappeared. 'Theſe hidden pit-falls were ſet 
very thick at the entrance of the bridge, ſo that throngs 
of people no ſooner broke through the cloud, but many 
of them fell into them. They grew thinner towards 
the middle, but multiplied and lay cloſer together to- 
wards the end of the arches that were entire. 

THERE were indeed ſome perſons, but their num- 
ber was very fmall, that-continued a kind of hobbling 
march on the broken arches, but fell through one al- 
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er another, being _ tired and ſpent with ſo long 
* walk. 
pass ED ſome time in the contemplation of this 
wonderſul ſtructure, and the great variety of objects 
Frhich it preſented. My heart was filled with a deep 
nelancholy to ſee ſeveral dropping unexpectedly in the 
midſt of mirth and jollity, and catching at every thing 
hat ſtood by them to fave themſelves. Some were 
' Woking up towards the heavens in a thoughtful po- 
\ ture, and in the midſt of a ſpeculation ſtumbled and 
fell out of fight. Multitudes were very buſy in the 
purſuit of bubbles that glittered in their eyes and dan- 
red before them; but often when they thought them- 
ſelves within the reach of them, their footing failed, 
pnd down they funk. In this confuſion of objects, I 
bbſerved ſome with ſcimetars in their hands, and o— 
hers with urinals, who ran to and fro upon the bridge, 
thruſting ſeveral perſons on trap-doors which did not 
cem to lie in their way, and which they might have 
ſcaped, had they not been thus forced upon them. 
| THE genius ſeeing me indulge myſelf in this melan- 
holy proſpect, told me I had dwelt long enough upon 
t: take thine eyes off the bridge, ſaid he, and tell me 
thou yet ſeeſt any thing thou doſt not comprehend. 
pon looking up, What mean, ſaid I, thoſe great flights 
f birds that are perpetually hovering about the bridge, 
nd ſettling upon it from time to time? Iſee vultures, 
arpies, ravens, cormorants, and among many other 
athered creatures, ſeveral little winged boys, that 
erch in great numbers upon the middle arches, Theſe, 
aid the genius, are envy, avarice, ſuperſtition, deſpair, 
ore, with the like cares and paſſions that infeſt human 


* 
Ife, 
1 | . 
; I neRE ſetched a deep ſigh, Alas, faid I, man was 
Fo | 


ade in vain! how is he given away to miſery and 
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mortality! tortured in life, and ſwallowed up in death! 


The genius being moved with compaſſion towards me, 1 
bid me quit ſo uncomfortable a proſpect. Look ng 1 
more, ſaid he, on man in the firſt {tage of his exiſt. N 
ence, in his ſetting out for eternity; but caſt thine X 
eye on that thick miſt into which the tide bears the ſe}; 
veral generations of mortals that fall into it. I dired. A 
ed my fight as I was ordered, and (whether or no thi L 
good genius ſtrengthened it with any ſupernaturiſF, 
ſorce, or diſhpated part of the mift that was before toy x 
thick for the eye to penetrate) I ſaw the valley open t 
ing at the further end, and ſpreading forth into ah, 
immenſe ocean, that had a huge rock of adamant run, 
ning through the midſt of it, and dividing it into tu: 
* equal parts. The cloud {till reſted on one half of iM, 
inſomuch that I could diſcover nothing in it: but fn 
other appeared to me a vaſt ocean, planted with in 


numerable iſlands, that were covered with fruits an ; 


flowers, and interwoven with a thouſand little ſhin 
ſe:s that ran among them. I could ſee perfons dre f. 
ſed in glorious habits with garlands upon their head 4, 
paſſing among the trees, lying down by the fides e 
fountains, or refting on beds of flowers; and coul 
hear a confuſed harmony of ſinging birds, falling b 
ers, human voices, and muſical inſtruments. Glat 
neſs grew in me upon the diſcovery of ſo delightful 
icene. I wiſhed for the wings of an eagle, that 


migbt fy away to thoſe happy ſeats; but the genii 


told me there was no paſſage to them, except throuy 
tac gates of death that I ſaw opening every mome! 
upon the bridge. The iflands, ſaid he, that lie 


freſh and green before thee, and with which the who 


face of the ocean appears ſpotted as far as thou cal 
ſce, ate more in number than the ſands on the ſe 
More; there are myriads of iſlands behind thoſe wii 
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thou here diſcovereſt, reaching further than thine eye, 
th! or even thine imagination can extend itſelf. Theſe are 
ne the manſions of good men after death, who, accord- 
"Wing to the degree and kinds of virtue in which they ex- 
nm lied, are diſtributed among theſe ſeveral iſlands, which 
ne abound with pleafures of different kinds and degrees, 
le. fuitable to the reliſhes and perfections of thoſe who 
c are ſettled in them; every ifiand is a paradiſe, ac- 
the commodated to its reſpective inhabitants. Are not 
r theſe, O Mirza, habitations worth. contending for ? 
Does life appear miſerable, that gives thee opportuni- 
en tics of carning ſuch a reward? Is death to be feared, 
au that will convey thee to ſo happy an exiſtence.? think. 
u not man was made in vain who- has ſuch an eternity 
"WE reſerved for him. I gazed with inexpreſſible pleaſure 


now, I beſeech thee, the ſecrets that lie hid under 
| thoſe dark clouds which cover the ocean on the other 
fide of the rock of adamant. 'The genius making me 
no anſwer, I turned about to addreſs myſelf to him a 
ſecond time, but found that he had left me; I then. 
a turned again. to the viſion which 1 had been ſo long 


Off contemplating; but inſtead of the rolling tide, the 


u arched bridge, and the happy iſlands, I ſaw nothing 
VI but the long hollow valley of Bagdat, with. oxen, ſheep, 
and camels, grazing upon its ſides. 


on theſe happy iſlands. At length, ſaid I, ſhew me 
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CT EM 
THE VOYAGE OF LIFE. 
AN ALLEGORY. 


« I F E, ſays Seneca, is a voyage, in the progreſs 


of which we are perpetually changing out 
© ſcenes; we firſt leave childhood behind us, then * 
youth, then the years of ripened manhood, then the 
ce better and more pleaſing part of old age.” The pe- 
ruſal of this paſſage having excited in me a train of re. 
flections on the ſtate of man, the inceſſant fluctuation 
of his wiſhes, the gradual change of his diſpoſition to 
all external objects, and the thoughtleſſneſs with which 
he floats along the ſtream of time, I ſunk into a ſlum: 

er amidſt my meditations, and, on a ſudden, found 
my ears filled with the tumult of labour, the ſhouts of 
alacrity, the ſhrieks of alarm, the whiſtle of winds, and 


cc 


Mr aſtoniſhment for a time repreſſed my curioſity; 
but ſoon recovering myſelf ſo far as to enquire whither 
we were going, and what was the cauſe of ſuch cla- 
mour and confuſion, J was told that they were launch: 
ing out into the Ocean of Life; that we had already 
paſſed the Streights of Infancy, in which multitude: 
had periſhed, ſome by the weakneſs and fragility : 
their veſſels, and more by the folly, perverſeneſs, or ne. 
gligence of thoſe who undertook to ſteer them; and 
chat we now were upon the main ſea, abandoned to 
the winds and billows, without any other means of ſc- 
curity than the care of the pilot, whom it was always 
in our power to chuſe among great numbers that of 
fered their directions and aſſiſtance. 
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I THEN looked round with anxious eagerneſs; and 
firſt turning my eyes behind me, ſaw a ſtream flowing 
through flowery iſlands, which every one that failed a- 
long ſeemed to behold with pleaſure; but no ſooner 
| touched, than the current, which, though not noiſy or 
turbulent, was yet irreſiſtible, bore him away. Beyond 
theſe iſlands all was darkneſs, nor could any one of 
the paſlengers deſcribe the ſhore at which he firſt em- 
barked. EE 
BEFORE me, and on each other {ide was an expanſe 
| of waters violently agitated, and covered with ſo thick 
| miſt, that the moſt perſpicacious eye could ſee but 


| a little way. It appeared to be full of rocks and whirl- 


| pools, for many ſunk unexpectedly while they were 
| courting the gale with full fails, and infulting thoſe 
whom they had left behind. So numerous, indeed, 
were the dangers, and ſo thick the darkneſs, that 
no caution could confer ſecurity. Yet there were 
many, who, by falſe intelligence, betrayed their fol- 
lowers into whirlpools, or by violence puſhed thoſe 
whom they found in their way againſt the rocks. 

TRE current was invariable and inſurmountable; 
but though it was impoſhble to fail againit it, or to re- 
turn to the place that was once paſſed, yet it was not 
| ſo violent as to allow no opportunities for dexterity or 
courage, fince, though none could retreat back from 
danger, yet they might often avoid it by oblique di- 
rection. | 

IT was, however, not very common to ſteer with 
much care or prudence; for, by ſome univerſal infa- 
tuation, every man appeared to think himſelf ſafe, tho 
he ſaw his conſorts every moment ſinking round him; 
and no ſooner had the waves cloſed over them, than 
their fate and their miſconduct were forgotten; the 
royage was purſued with the ſame jocund confidence; 
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every man congratulated himſelf upon the ſoundneſs 


of his veſſel, and believed himſelf able to ſtem the 


whirlpool in which his friend was ſwallowed, or glide 
over the rocks on which he was daſhed: nor was it of. 
ten obſerved that the fight of a wreck made any man 
change his courſe: if he turned aſide for a moment, 
he ſoon forgot the rudder, and left himſelf again to the 


| diſpoſal of chance. 


Tris negligence did not proceed from indifference, 
or from wearineſs of their preſent condition; for not 
one of thoſe who thus ruſhed upon deſtruction, failed, 
when he was ſinking, to call loudly upon his aſſo- 
ciates for that help which could not now be given 
him; and many ſpent their laſt moments in caution- 
ing others againſt the folly by which they were inter- 
cepted in the midſt of their courſe. Their benevolence 
was ſometimes praiſed, but their admonitions were un- 
regarded. | | 
Tux veſſels in which we had embarked being con- 
feſſedly unequal to the turbulence of the ſtream of life, 
were viſibly impaired in the courſe of the voyage; ſo 
that every paſſenger was certain, that how long ſoever 
he might, by favourable accidents, or by inceſſant vi- 
gilance, be preſerved, he mult fink at laſt. 

Faris neceſſity of periſhing might have been expect- 
ed to ſadden the gay, and intimidate. the daring, at 
leaſt to keep the melancholy and timorous in perpetu- 
al torments, and hinder them from any enjoyment of 
the variety and gratifications which nature offered them 
as the ſolace of their labours; yet in effect none ſeem- 
ed leſs to expect deſtruction than thoſe to whom it was 


moſt dreadful: they all had the art of concealing their 


danger from themſelves: and thoſe who knew their in- 
ability to bear the fight of the terrors that embarraſſed 
their way, took care never to look forward, but found 
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ſome amuſement for the preſent moment, and generally 
entertained themſelves by playing with Hope, who was 
| the conſtant aſſociate of the voyage of life. 


YET all that Hope ventured to promiſe, even to 


? thoſe whom ſhe favoured moſt, was, not that they 
ſhould eſcape, but that they ſhould fink laſt; and with 
| this promiſe every one was ſatisfied, though ne laugh- 
| ed at the reſt for ſeeming to believe it. Hope, indeed, 
3 apparently mocked. the credulity of her companions 
for, in proportion as their veſſels grew leaky, ſhe re- 
doubled her aſſurances of ſafety: and none were more 
| buſy in making proviſions for a long voyage, than they 
| whom all but themſelves ſaw likely to periſh ſoon by 
| irreparable decay. 


Ix the midſt of the current of life. was the gulph of 


Intemperance, a dreadful whirlpool, interſperſed witk 
rocks, of which the pointed crags were concealed under 


water, and the tops covered with herbage, on which 
Taſe ſpread couches: of repoſe, and with ſhades, where 


| Plcafure warbled the ſong of invitation. Within fight 


of theſe rocks all who failed on the ocean of life mult 
neceſſarily paſs, Reaſon, indeed, was always at hand 


to ſteer the paſſengers through a narrow outlet by which 
they might eſcape; but very few could, by her intrea- 
ties or remonſtrances, be induced to put the rudder in- 


to her hand, without ſtipulating that ſhe ſhould ap- 


| proach ſo near unto the rocks of Pleaſure, that they 


might ſolace themſelves with a ſhort enjoyment 


of that delicious region, after which they always de- 


termined to purſue their courſe without any other devi- 
ation. 

REASON was too often prevailed upon ſo far by theſe 
promiſes, as to venture her charge within the eddy of 
the gulph of Intemperance, where, indeed, the circum - 
volution was weak, but yet interrupted the courſe or 
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the veſlel, and drew it by inſenſible rotations, toward; 


the center. She then repented her temerity, and with 


all her force endeavoured to retreat; but the draught 
of the gulph was generally too ſtrong to be overcome; 
and the paſſenger, having danced in circles with a pleaſ. 
ing and giddy velocity, was at laſt overwhelmed and 
loſt. Thoſe few whom Reafon was able to extricate, 
generally ſuffered ſo many ſhocks upon the points 
which ſhot out from the rocks of Pleaſure, that they 
were unable to continue their courſe with the ſame 
ſtrength and facility as before, but floated along timor- 
ouſly and feebly, endangered by every breeze, and ſhat- 


tered by every ruffle of the water, till they ſunk, by flow 


degrees, after long ſtruggles, and innumerable expedi- 
ents, always repining at their own folly, and warning 
others againſt the firit approach of the gulph of Intem- 
perance. 

THERE were artiſts who profeſſed to repair the 
breaches and ſtop the leaks of the veſſels which had 
been ſhattered on the rocks of Pleaſure. Many ap- 
peared to have great confidence in their ſkill, and ſome, 
indeed, were preſerved by it from finking, who had 
received only a ſingle blow; but I remarked that few 
veſſels laſted long which had been much repaired, nor 
was it found that the artiſts themſelves continued a- 
float longer than thoſe who had leaſt of their aſſiſt- 
BREE. - 

TE only advantage which, in the voyage of life, 
the cautious had above the negligent, was, that they 
tunk later, and more ſuddenly; for they paſſed for- 
ward till they had ſometimes ſeen all thoſe in whoſe 
company they had iſſued from the Streights of Infan- 
cy, periſh in the way, and at laſt were overſet by a 
croſs breeze, without the toil of reſiſtance, or the an- 
guiſh of expeQation. But ſuch as had often fallen a- 
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gainft the rocks of Pleaſure, commonly ſublided by 


ſenſible degrees, contended long with the encroaching 


waters, and haraſſed themſelves by labours that ſcarce 


Hope herſelf could flatter with ſucceſs, 


As I was looking upon the various fate of the mul- 


{ titude about me, I was ſuddenly alarmed with an ad- 


monition from ſome unknown power, Gaze not id- 


iy upon others when thou thyſelf art ſinking. Whence 
is this thoughtleſs tranquillity, when thou and they 
| « are equally in danger?” I looked, and ſeeing the gulph 
of Intemperance before me, ſtarted andawoke. 


Tue TABLATURE or CEHERN 
BEING A PICTURE OF HU MAN LIFE. 


AN ALLEGORY. 


S we were walking in the temple of Saturn, and 

beholding the ſeveral offerings that had been 
preſented to that deity, we obſerved at the entrance of 
the temple a tablature that engaged our attention, as 
being intirely new both with regard to the draught and 
the deſign. Though we conſidered it very narrowly 
for ſome time, we {till found ourſelves at a loſs to con- 
ceive its meaning, or from whence the artiſt had taken 
his lights. The piece could be properly faid to repre» 
ſent neither a city nor a camp. It ſeemed a kind of 
incloſure, containing in its compaſs two leſſer ones; 
of which, however, there was one larger than the o- 
ther: before the gate of the outer incloſure, was repre- 
ſented a great concourfe of people, and on the inner 
ide, a large company of women. Juſt before the ons 
appeared the 9 of an old man, who by his mie 
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and poſture, ſeemed to give directions to thoſe who en · 
tered. We had ſome time continued in this uncertain- 
ty, with regard to the deſign of this work, when an 
old man who had heedfully obſerved us, addreſſed us 
in this manner: © You muſt not be ſurprized, that 
© you, who are ſtrangers in this country, cannot com- 
& prehend this tablature; the greateſt part of our in. 
c habitants are, in this particular, equally ignorant as 
« yourſelves. This piece is not the preſent of a na- 
« tive. A certain ſtranger, a man of great learning 
% and virtue, and a zealous diſciple of Pythagoras and 
Parmenides, both in his principles and practice, co: 
« ming formerly to this place, conſecrated this tem- 
e ple,and with it the tablature before you, to Saturn,” 
I atked our courteous old man, if he had known and 
converſed with this wiſe ſtranger? © I was long (repli- 
« ed he) acquainted with him, and have often admired 
c that profound judgment, which, notwithſtanding his 
ce youth, diſcovered itſelf in his converſation, and! 
© have often with pleaſure heard him diſcourſe upon 
& the ſubject of your enquiry, and explain the moral 
of the piece before you.” We conjure you (ſaid I) if 
ſome important buſineſs do not call you away, to fatil- 
fy our curioſity on this head. I have leiſure (an- 
„ ſwered he) and ſhall willingly conſent to vour re- 
« queſt; but it is firſt proper to warn you, that there 
« is ſome danger in what you aſk.” Danger! of what 
kind? © Becauſe (proceeded he) if you hearken with 
attention, and by that means ſhall underſtand what 
66] ſay to you, you will become wiſe and happy; if o- 
«© therwiſe, you will remain reſtleſs and unhappy, and 
live in perpetual miſery and ignorance. The expla- 
© nation of the tablature before you, is like the riddle 
“ propoſed by the ſphinx: whoever diſcovered the my: 
* ſtery was fate, but thoſe who Taited in their attempt 
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ce were deſtroyed by the monſter. The caſe here is 
« much the ſame; for Folly is the ſphinx of mankind. 
« She darkly points out to us what is good, what is ill, 
« and what is indifferent in life. She does not indeed, 
« like her, immediately diſpatch thoſe who underſtand 
« her not, but ſlowly poiſons their condition, like thoſe 
« who are given up to puniſhment for life. But by a 
narrow examination, when we come to underſtand 
„things aright, folly diſappears, and the remainder of 
„life is bleſt with happineſs and ſerenity. Give good 
« attention therefore to what I ſhall ſay, as to a matter 


which we are all nearly concerned in.” It the caſe 


be thus, you have made us juſtly impatient to hear 


you. It is juſt ſo.” We intreat then you would be- 


gin; and be aſſured the important conſequences you 
have mentioned, will fully engage our moſt careful at- 
tention. | 

HEREVUPON lifting up his ſtaff, and pointing to the 
tablature, © You ſee (ſaid he) this great incloſure?” 
We do. *© You muſt then in the firſt place ſuppoſe 
„this to repreſent human life, and the multitude at 
« the gate, thoſe who are daily entering into the world. 
That old perſon you ſee elevated near the gate, 
« holding in one hand a paper, and with the other 
« extended as giving out directions, is called the Ge- 


« nins of mankind, He is placed there to give inſtrue- 


tions to all who enter into life, what they muſt do, 
« and point out to them the path they ought to take, 
« in order to arrive at true happineſs.” Which is the 
way (ſaid I) and how do they find it? “ You ſee near 
© the gate a painted woman ſeated on a throne, of a 
“ ſpecious aſpect, who holds a cup in her hand.” I 
ſee; but who is ſhe? „ She is called Impoſture, be- 
© cauſe ſhe ſeduces all men.” After what manner? 


be. who ente into life are obliged to taſte of that 
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„cup.“ What liquor does it contain? “ It is a mix- 
* ture of error and ignorance.” What follows upon 
their taking this potion ? © They then enter into life.” 
Are none excepted from this draught? © None (ſaid 
ce he) but ſome drink more and ſome leſs. You ſee 
© likewiſe within the gate, ſeveral women differently 
© apparelled?” We do. © Theſe (reſumed he) are 
© called the Opinions, Deſires, and Pleaſures, The 
crowd you fee, upon their entrance, are ſeverally 
* met and embraced by theſe women, and at length 
led away by them.” Whither do they carry them? 
« Someto ſafety and ſome to deſtruction, in proportion 
to what they have drunk out of the cup of Impoſ- 
ture.“ How dangerous, O wiſe old man! is the 
draught you ſpeak of! © Theſe women (reſumed he) 
{© all promiſe their votaries the greateſt of bleſſings, 
* and the enjoyment of a life of eaſe and happineſs, 
© with which they ſeem well ſatisfied. The mixture 
of error and ignorance they have received from Im- 
e poſture, blinds their underſtandings, hinders them 
6 from finding the true way of life, and makes them 
follow theſe women as you ſee. Do ye not ſee how 
„% thoſe who have entered firſt, wander about at their 
ce direction?“ We do, (ſaid I) but who is that woman 
placed on a globe, who ſeems both blind and diſtract- 
ed? © They call her Fortune (replied he). She is 
e not only blind, but deaf and ſenſeleſs.” What is 
her employment? © She turns herſelf inceſſantly about 
& on all fides, ſnatching from ſome their poſſeſſions, 
© to beſtow them upon others, whom ſhe again deprives 
6 of them, to gratify new favourites without certainty 
6 or choice. Her attitude properly marks her charac- 
cc ter.” How ſo? © Her being placed on a globe, ſig- 
© nifies that her gifts are inconſtant, and of no true va- 
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x WW «her ſpecious promiſes, are expoſed to the greateſt 
n  < calamities and misfortunes.” What is the meaning 
oc that great crowd that ſurround her, who are they, 
d and what do they wait for there? “ They are called the 
* « Tnconſiderate, and ſtand there to catch what ſhe blind» 
ly ſcatters amongſt them.” What occaſions ſuch a 
remarkable difference in their looks, ſome ſeeming to 
rejoice and others to lament, exceſſively! ** Thoſe 
« who rejoice (returned he) are ſuch who have recei- 
« ved favours from her, and with theſe the is the god- 
« deſs of Good-fortune: thoſe on the contrary, whom 
« you ſee weeping and wringing their hands, are ſuch 
« whom ſhe has deprived of her gifts, and with theſe _ 
„ ſhe is ſtiled the goddeſs of III- fortune.“ What (re- 
plied I) can thoſe benefits be, the poſfeſſion of which 
cauſes ſuch great joy, and the loſs of which is attend- 
ed with ſuch extravagant grief? * They are thoſe 
« things which men commonly call good.” What 
are theſe? Riches, glory, nobility, a numerous poſteri- 
« ty, power, honour, and ſuch like.” And are not 
theſe real advantages? * Of that (repliedour inſtructor) 
i we ſhall ſpeak hereafter more fully, let us at preſent 
continue the explication of our tablature.” Content, 

© You ſee (proceeded he) beyond this firſt gate, 
% higher incloſure, on the outer fide of which ſtand 
« ſeveral women wantonly dreiſed?” Very plainly. 
«© Theſe are Incontinence, Luxury, Covetouſneſs and 
« Flattery.” What is their buſineſs in that place? 
Lou ſee how narrowly they watch thoſe who have 
been favoured by Fortune.” For what end? * They 
* rejoice with them, and congratulate them on their 
90 ſucceſs; they careſs and endeavour to ingratiate 
« themſelves with them, and invite their ſtay by the 
« promiſe of a ſoft and indolent life, free from care 
*and trouble: if any one is thus inticed by them to 
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the love of pleaſure, this courſe of life appears for a 
c time (while a man is under the deluſion) to be de- 
« lightful; but this happineſs is merely imaginary, 
&« For, when once he begins to reflect, he ſinds, that 
all the pleaſures he has taſted are falſe, that the evils 
te that attended them are real, and that he has been 
“ miſerably deceived and abuſed: when he has, in 
ce this courſe, waſted all the remains of his good for- 
© tune, he is forced to enter himſelf in the ſervice of 
6 theſe miſtreſſes, to ſuffer a thouſand inconveniencies, 
© to ſubmit to the baſeſt ſlavery, and on their accopnt 
« to commit the vileſt and baſeſt actions, ſuch as de- 
« ceit, ſacrilege, perjury, treachery, and theft, till fail- 
ing of any ſupport from theſe, he is delivered over 
«© into the hands of Puniſhment.” Who is ſhe? 
« You ſee (proceeded he) a little farther beyond thoſe 
« women, a kind of low gate, opening into a confuſed 
& obſcure hole, in which are repreſented ſeveral wo- 
« men covered with rags and filthineſs.” We ſee it. 
„The firſt, with a whip in her hand, is called Puniſh- 
« ment; ſhe who fits next, with her head reclining 
on her knees, is called Sadneſs; that woman tearing 
her hair is Trouble.” But that frighful lean man 
ſtanding naked by them, who looks ſo meagre and 
ghaſtly, and that woman with him, who reſembles him 
ſo much, who are they? *The man is called Sorrow, 
« and his ſiſter by him is Deſpair. Into the hands of 
« theſe executioners, is our unhappy man delivered o- 
« yer, and leads with them a wretched life, full of 
« pain and anguiſh. From hence he is again convey- 
« ed to another priſon, which is the dwelling of Mi- 
« ſery, where he is condemned to paſs the remainder 
« of his life, unleſs Repentance comes to his relief.” 
But how if Repentance interpoſes? “ He is by her reſ- 
« cued from theſe evils, and receives from her a new 
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| « view of things, and a new opinion, tending to True 
Learning, but which at the ſame time may lead him 
to Falſe Learning.” What is the conſequence of 
this? © If he be ſo happy as to receive the firſt, he is 
* © at once delivered from all his prejudices and errors, 
| « and paſſes the reſt of his days in tranquillity and 
[© pence; if Auw, he is again decefved by Falſe 
| © Learning.” His caſe is very hazardous: but who 
is this Falſe Learning? 


«© You ſee that ſecond incloſure?? Yes. © At 


| © the entrance of it, you may obſerve a woman neatly 


« drefled, and of a good appearance. The vulgar, and 


| © thoſe who take up with the ſhow of things, call her 
Learning; but this is a miſtake; ſhe is Falſe Learn- 
ing. Even thoſe happy travellers, who ſucceed in 


« their purſuit of True Learning, are commonly de- 
*« tained ſome time by her.” Is there no other way 


to arrive at True Learning? © There is.” But who 
are thoſe perſons walking up and down in this court? 
| © They are (aid he) the admirers of Falſe Learning, 
who being deceived by appearances, fondly imagine 


* they have reached the true.” Who are theſe? 
They are ſome of them poets, others orators, logici- 
* ans, muſicians, arithmeticians, geometricians, aſtro- 
logers, and critics, with others of the like profeſſions.“ 
But who are thoſe women, ſo buſy on every fide ad- 
dreſſing themſelves to this company? Are they not 


the ſame you ſhewed us at firſt, amongſt whom were 


Incontinence with her companions? Do they come 


| here alſo? „ Yes (faid he) but leſs frequently than in- 


to the firſt incloſure.” Do the Opinions alſo enter 
here? Yes, the early potion, received from Impoſ- 
ture, ſtill operates; Ignorance finds a place here; 
* and, if you can believe me, Extravagance and Folly 
© are not excluded. They remain under the power of 
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< theſe, till having left Falſe Learning, they enter up- 
on the path that leads them to True Learning, from 
* whom they receive that ſovereign remedy, which 
&© frees them from the ill effects that Error and Irno- 
« rance produce. But while they ſtay with Falſe 
“Learning, they are never truly free, nog can they 
“by her aſſiſtance deliver themſelves from any of the 
* evils we ſpeak of.” Proceed, we pray vou (ſaid !) 
and ſhew us this ny way that leads to True Learn- 
ing. 

© You behold (ne our venerable inſtruc: 
& tor) that riſing ground before you, that appears de- 
„ ſert and uninhabited.? We do. © You obſerve 
© then upon it a little gate, that opens on a narrow an 
« unfrequented path, that appears very broken and im- 
% practicable. You ſee likewiſe near it a ſpacious 
« ground, ſteep like a precipice.” I ſee it. This 
« 3s the road to True Learning.” This road appears 
very difficult indeed. You ſee then a little above it, 
* a high and craggy rock, on whoſe ſide appear two 
„ comely healthy women, who ſeem chearfully to 
« ſtretch out their hands.” HI ſee them plainly; but 
who are they? © One of them is called Temperance, 
te the other Patience; they are ſiſters.” But why do 
dé they extend their hands ſo? © To encourage all 
* thoſe who paſs this way, and exhort them not to be 
« diſcouraged, by aſſuring them, that theſe hardſhips 
will not be of long continuance, that they will leſſen 
« by Argen, and the paſſage grow more eaſy and a- 
« greeable.” But what method do they take, when 
they come to the foot of this rock; for I ſee no way to 
aſcend it? “ 'Thofe friendly fiſters give them their at- 
&« fiſtance and help, till they reach the top; where, on 
« their arrival, they allow them a ſhort time to repoſe 
6& themſelves, and then inſpire them with new vigour, 


— . ——.x — —— 
_—_— : — 
— II; . ——2 — 2 — 
„7„7 A ³·Üü . ³ (G S- 
l p 


_ Honey 


r 


FOR YOU TH, 43 


« by promiſing to conduct them ſafely to True Learn- 
ing, by fhewing them the eaſineſs and pleaſantneſs 
(c of the way they are now to enter upon, and how free 
it is from all manner of hazard and inconveniency, 
as you may ſee.” So indeed it appears to be. 
« Do you ſee (continued he) near that diſtant wood, 
« certain beautiful place, like a dehghtful meadow, 
« on which there ſeems to fall a ſtrong light?” Very 
diſtinctly. “In this you ſee a gate that opens into a- 
© nother incloſure.” True; what place is it? © This 
jg the abode of the bleſſed; here the Virtues dwell 
« with Happineſs.” How lovely the place appears! 
« You ſee near the pate (reſumed he) a handſome wo- 
« man of a compoſed aſpect, who appears middle-a- 
« ped, her habit plain, without affectation or orna- 
« ments. She ſtands not on a globe, but on a fquare 
„ pedeſtal. There ſtand by her two virgins who ap- 
« pear to be her daughters.“ They do indeed refem-. 
| ble her very much. She in the middle is True 
„Learning, the others are Truth and Perſuaſion. The 
* mother is placed on a ſquare, to ſignify the certain- 
« ty and ſafety of the way that leads to her, and the 
« unalterable and permanent nature both of the bleſ- 
* ſings ſhe beſtows, and their happy effects.” What 
are thoſe bleſſings ? © They are courage and ſerenity.” 
What is their nature? Such as renders the poſleflors 
undiſturbed by any of the accidents and calamities of 
« life, ſince no real evil can befal thoſe who enjoy 
* them.” What valuable gifts are theſe! but why is 
True Learning placed without the incloſure? “ That 
* ſhe may preſent thoſe who approach her with her pu- 
* rifying remedy; and thus reſtoring them to Mw 
& ſelves, in that ſtate, introduce them to the Virtues.” 
How is this, for I do not well comprehend your mean- 
_ But you ſhall preſently (reſumed our inſtruct- 
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« or). The caſe here is like that of a man under a v 
* olent diſeaſe, who is brought to the phyſician, who 
«firſt finds out and removes the cauſe of his diſorder, 
and then by degrees reſtores him to his health and 
« ſtrength. But if the patient ſhould diſregard his ad- 
& vice, he would deſervedly periih.” Now I under- 
ſtand you. Juſt ſo {faid he) when a man comes to 
True Learning; ſhe adminiſters to him this fove- 
« reign medicine, which purges him of all evils he 
« brought along with him.” What are thoſe? © In 
« the firſt place, the ignorance and error he drank with 
“ Impoſture,. together with pride, luſt, anger, avarice, 
« and all the other vices he contracted in the firſt in- 
© cloſure.” When they are thus cleanſed, where are 
they. ſent ? © 'To Happineſs and the Virtues.” Who 


are they? 


* You ſee (proceeded he) within that gate, a little 
« ſociety of matrons, who appear moſt beautiful and 
© modeſt, who have nothing of that paint and affecta- 


« tion you obſerved in the other. women.” We do; 


but how are they called? © The firſt (ſaid he) is called 
& Science, the reſt are her ſiſters, Fortitude, Juſtice, 
« Integrity, Temperance, Modeſty, Liberality, Conti— 
© nence, Clemency, and Patience.” How charming is 
this company! and how great encouragement do you 
give us! © provided (ſaid he) you underſtand what you 
hear, and reſolve to practiſe it.” This is our inten- 
tion.“ Thus you will be happy.” But when a man 
is in this agreeable ſociezy, where do they lead him! 


© To their mother Happineſs.” Who is ſhe? “ See you 


not (reſumed the good old man) the way. that leads 


to that eminence, which is the higheſt point of all 


e the incloſures? Near it there fits a comely matron in 
* her bloom, well dreſſed, without art, and crowned 
after a very beautiful manner. She is elevated ona 


1 
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« kind of throne.” We obſerve her. This majeſ- 


d tic perſon is Happineſs.” After what manner does 


The treat thoſe who are brought to her? She rewards 
« them with crowns, ſuch as are beſtowed on thoſe 
« who are conquerors in any great enterprize.” In 
what conflicts (ſaid I) have theſe perſons been victori- 
eus? © In dangerous ones (purſued he) and have tri- 
« umphed over formidable monſters, who would have 
« deſtroyed them; theſe they have now ſubdued, ſo as 
« to make them obedient, who before tyrannized over 


! « them,” Pray inform us what monſters are theſe ? 


% They are, in the firſt place, Ignorance and Error. 
Are not theſe monſters?” Yes, without doubt (ſaid 
I) and very dangerous ones too. © 'Thoſe that follow 
ee are no leſs ſo, ſuch as Grief, Vexation, Avarice, 
and the other vices with Intemperance. Theſe are 
« in their turn fubdued, and loſe all their former pow- 


er.“ O glorious conqueſt! but pray tell us what is 


the virtue of that crown they receive from Happineſs? 
„The virtue of it, O young man! (ſaid he) is very 
great. Whoever wears it, is perfectly blefled, and 
free from all evil. He derives his happineſs from 
no external object, but from himſelf alone.” O ex- 
alted victory! but when they are thus crowned, whi- 


ther do they go? © They are carried by the Virtues to 


* that place from whence they came, who there ſhew 
« them the crowd they have left, and how badly and 
* miſerably they paſs their time, and wander up and 
down inerror and ignorance, or are led away by diff 

rent-paſſtons, by Pride, Incontinence, Avarice, Va- 
nity, and the other vices: by theſe they are bound, 
ſo that they cannot free themſelves, nor find the way 
to True Learning, but are tormented with endleſs 
« anxiety. This happens to them, by negle& and 
8 forgetfulneſs of theſe good counſels they received 


d 


ab 


26 VISIONS AND ALLEGORIES 


© from the Genius, at their entrance into life.” What 
you ſay appears highly reaſonable (ſaid I) but there is 
one thing you have not yet explained, why the Virtues 
thus ſhew them the place they came from? „ The 
< reaſon (anſwered our inſtructor) is becauſe as they 
b paſs through life, they have no true knowledge of 

ce the ſcene. They cannot diſtinctly ſee what is done 
© amidit the confuſion of things that ſurround them. 
The miſts of ignorance and error obſcure the pro- 
« ſpect. They often confound good and evil, and by 
« that means are frequently ſubject to miſtakes. Now 
te that they have attained to True Learning, they ſee 
* things in a new light. The miſery of a contrary 
« courle ſtrikes them more ſtrongly, and ſets their pre- 
« ſent happineſs in the cltareſt view.” When they 
have ſeen theſe things, where do they go next? 
© Wherever they pleaſe (ſaid he) it is the ſame thing. 
« They carry their happineſs in their own breaſts. 
« Phey are always ſafe, as if they were in the Coryci- 
« an cave. Their integrity is their perpetual ſecurity 
« and defence. They are beloved and eſteemed by 
« all, as good phyſicians are by the fick.” Have they 
nothing to fear from thoſe female monſters you juſt 
now ſpoke of? Nothing, (anſwered he). Griet, 
6 Trouble, Luſt, Avarice, or Poverty, have no power 
« to hurt them; they are ſuperior to all thoſe paſlions, 
„ which before had the government of them; like 
c thoſe who carry about them a ſovereign counter-poi- 
& fon, they can walk unhurt through theſe dangerous 
6 ſerpents, the venom of which they ſee fatal to many 
round them,” You ſpeak well: but who are theſe 
perſons deſcending the hill, ſome of them crowned, 
who appear very joyful, and others without crowns, who 
| ſeem forlorn and deſperate under the command of cer- 
tain women? * Thoſe that are crowned, (ſaid he) 
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care ſuch who by finding the way to True Learning 
| © re arrived at happineſs, and are conſequently pleaſ- 
ed with their ſucceſs : thoſe who want crowns, are 
ſuch who by their folly have neglected to ſeek the 
„ way to True Learning; or elſe, having found it, 
| « have ſtopt at the narrow and rough aſcent we ſpoke 
| « of, and by looking for an eaſier path, have quite 
« joſt the road.” But who are thoſe women that fol- 
low them? © They are (replied he) Care, Trouble, 
« Deſpair, Ignominy, and Ignorance.” If it be ſo, 
| they are very wretched. *© "They are ſo indeed (pro- 
„ ceeded he). When driven by thoſe tormentors, 
they return into the firſt incloſure, to Luxury and 
« Incontinence: the wonder is, that they do not ac- 
«cuſe themſelves as the authors of their own ruin, 
© but unjuſtly revile True Learning and its followers, 
; « as if they were unfortunate and deluded men, who 
« purſued a ſhadow of happineſs, while they themſelves, 
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« pleaſures of life. For, like the brute creation, they 


« place their whole ſatisfaction in the gratification of 


J 

(their ſenſual appetites.” But who are thoſe other 
vomen who return ſo full of gaiety and mitth ? © They 
t are the opinions (ſaid he) who having conducted the 


„ . virtuous to True Learning are coming back to invite 
is «and carry others thither in their turn, by ſhewing 
th « them the ſucceſs and felicity of thoſe who have gone 
e 


; before them.” Do theſe never go in amongſt the 
Virtues? © No (anſwered he) becauſe Opinion can 
* never reach to Science. They only deliver them 
. into the hands of True Learning, and then return to 


ſe « bring others, like ſhips that diſcharge their lading, 
l. in order to fetch a new cargo.“ You have fully ſa- 
10 


tified us in your explanation: but you have not yet 
k told us chat the Genius preſcribes to thoſe who enter 
| 


« as they alledge, poſſeſs in riot and luxury the true 


— 
— 2 
. 

Wh 1 1 
ne 


2 * 
ere 


— an 5 Lbs —— — HS Y — 4 N 8 — ny 
mw 4 
— — 


— — 
* 


— 
— 


- = - 
— —— 
wer ne DES 
DJ 
2 — 
2 * r . 
* x aut 


48 VISIONS AND ALLEGORIES 


Tee. © The Genius forbids us to truſt her, to place any 


* ſpiſe her too much, ſince ſhe acts from no juſt prin- 


„ved it for their own uſe, but when it is re-demanded, 


ce jn ſome valuable and real purchaſe.” What is that 


into life? * He bids them (replied he) be of good 
c cheer: this I alſo recommend to you, as I ſhall more 
particularly explain it, without omitting any thing 
ce that may make you fully underſtand me. 

© STRETCHING out again his arm, obſerve (con- 
ce tinued he) that blind woman ſtanding on a globe, 
„ who, as J told you before, was called Fortune.” We. 


&« certainty or happineſs in her favours, or regard what 
ſhe gives us as properly our own, ſince we have no ſe 
« curity againſt her taking them from us to beſtoy 
« them upon others, a thing ſhe frequently practiſes, 
« For this reaſon he warns us, not too highly to in. 
« dulge ourſelves in her gifts, nor too deeply to be cal 
© down with the loſs of them, neither to eſteem nor de. 


6 ciple, but does all things inconſiderately and rathly. i 
% He would not have us be ſurprized at her condud, iſ 
or imitate thoſe miſerable uſurers, who, when money 
&« js intruſted in their hands, rejoice as if they recei- 


<« pay it back with unwillingneſs, forgetting that the 
« condition of their receiving it, was that it ſhould be 
cc returned to the proprietor without trouble or delay, 
« In this light would the Genius have us to conſider 
c the advantages of Fortune; and to remember it i 
c her characteriſtic, to take what ſhe gives, to return 
cc jt back perhaps increaſed, and ſoon after not on) 
c“ deprive us of all the has given, but even of what we 
ce were poſſeſſed of before. He bids us therefore re 
« ceive what ſhe beſtows, and employ it immediate 


6“ Such an one as True Learning will afford them, i 
de they can attain it.” What will they receive fro 
her? „True Science (faid he) the moſt laſting and 
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precious poſſeſſion. Upon this account the Genius 
e directs us to apply ourſelves immediately to gain 


« this important acquiſition. He adviſes us to paſs 
through the firſt inclofure, without hearkening to 


* the ſolicitations of thoſe looſe women Incontinence 


„and Luxury, who by their inſinuating flatteries, are 
« ſo ready to ſeduce us from the right way. He bids 
« us reject their temptations, and go on to Falſe Learn- 
„ing. With her he would have us make a ſhort ſtay, 


« to hear what ſhe propoſes, that may be of ſervice to - 


« us in our journey, and then proceed forward to True 


e Learning. Theſe are the commands of the Genius. 


« Whoever miſapprehends or neglects them, becomes 


ignorant and evil, and in the end wretched, This, 


« my friends, is the explication of the Tablature before 
« you, If you have any doubts remaining, I hall en- 


e deavour to ſatisfy you, for at preſent I am A at 
4 leiſure.” 


I THANKED our good old man, with whoſe narra- 


tion we were all pleaſed very much; but (faid I) pray 


inform us what it is the Genius wculd have us get by 
our ſtay with Falſe Learning? “ Some things (faid he) 
that may be of uſe to us.” What are they? © The 
languages (anſwered he) and thoſe other parts of e- 
% ducation which Plato ſomewhere recommends to 
* youth, to keep them from being worſe n 
« and reſtrain them from the love of pleaſure.” But 
tell us, are theſe things neceſſary to guide us to. True 


Learning? “Not abſolutely to (faid he) they are in- 


* deed convenient, but they contribute nothing of 
* themſelvgs to true happineſs. They are of no ſig— 
« nificance to make men better than before. A man 


* may become wiſe without their aſſiſtance; and yet 


they are far from being uſeleſs: for though we may 
* underſtand any language by the help of an interpre- 
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« ter, yet it would be more convenient to us, if wiſh. 
© ourſelves were maſters of the language Thus yah 
«© ſee we do not indiſpenſibly need the aſſiſtance 9 
te theſe arts in our purſuit of True Learning.” TH 
learned then, as they are commonly called, are in nM 
better a condition than other men. Certainly (con 
*« tinved he) they are not. Do not you ſee theme. 
% qually with others, differ in their ſentiments i 
good and evil, and given up to their ſeveral paſl. 
«© ons? For nothing hinders but that men may be wel 
« yerſed in theſe arts, and yet abandoned to drunken. 
« neſs, intemperance, covetouſneſs, injuſtice, folly and 
& treachery.” It is very true, there are many ſuch. 
© It ſo (ſaid he) what advantage does this imaginar : 
© learning give them over others, or what uſe is it to 
« them for the amendment of their lives?“ Of very lit 
tle, if things are ſo: but what is the reaſon they art 
placed in the ſecond incloſure fo near to True Learn 
ing? © Their ſituation is of very little benefit to them, iſ 
ce ſince they often ſee others paſs from amongſt the Vi 
ces in the firſt incloſure, to True Learning, leaving 
the followers of the Arts behind. After this you 
cannot ſay this learning of theirs is of great ſervice to 
« them. Either then they are more indolent or more 
6“ intractable than other men.” How comes that to 
be? „ Becauſe (replied he) theſe perſons in the ſecond 
4 'n-loſure, who are ſo taken up with Falſe Learning, 


© of their own miſtakes. They imagine themſelves in 
** the poſſeſſion of True Learning; and, while they 
think ſo, it is no wonder they reſt contented wit 
« what they have. Beſides, you ſee the Opinions come 
dein here from the firſt incloſure. Therefore they are 
«© no way better than other men, unleſs they are re: 
© heved by Repentance, who convinces them of thei! 
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if n error, and ſhews them how they have miſtaken the 
„ Falſe Learning for the True: and for you, my 
« friends, unleſs you are long converſant about theſe 
« things, and by that means fix them in your eſteem, 
« and reduce them into practice, you will receive but 
little advantage from what you have heard.” We 
ſhall carefully (faid I) follow your good advice; but 
pray inform us farther, why you do not account thoſe 
things as good in themſelves, which we receive from 
fortune. Are not life, health, riches, glory, poſterity, 
victory, and ſuch like, real advantages, and is not the 
want or loſs of thoſe to be conſidered as evil? This to 
us ſeems a paradox. | 

; « PROCEED then (reſumed our good old man) and 
it 8 « jo us examine this matter more narrowly, and an- 
li « Ger me the queſtions I ſhall propoſe to you.” I 
ae mall. © Is life then a bleſſing to an ill manr” No 
Al certainly; it is rather an evil. “ How then can life 
Icy «© itſelf be a bleſſing, when to ſuch a man it is really an 
Ve evil?“ It is a bleſſing to the good, and a misfortune 
ving g to the bad. 80 you think life is at the ſame time 
JU both a good and an evil?“ Yes. © Beware (replied 
ce tog he) of ſuch an abſurdity. It is impoſſible the ſame 
note. thing can be good and ill at the fame time. If ſo, 
it to geit might alſo be in itſelf at the ſame time uſeful and 
a * hurtful, deſirable and hateſul, which is a manifeſt 
ing contradiction.” It is ſo. But if he who lives ill is 


nen unhappy, is not life an evil to him? © But to live and 
>" © live ill are not the ſame thing. Do you not think 
hey there is a wide difference? there ſeems to be ſo. 
with iN To live then, in ivſelf is no evil; for if it were, it 
"WF would be alſo an evil to the good, who enjoy an e- 
2 « qual ſhare of it. Since then life is a privilege com- 


© mon to all men, it follows, that it is in itſelf neither 
good nor evil: much like thoſe operations in chirur- 
1 | | 
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** gery, which are of great uſe to the ſick, but would 


be very pernicious to perſons in good health. Juf 
* ſo we mult conſider life; but let us go on. Tel 
me which would you chuſe, a vitious life, or an ho- 


„ neſt and generous death?“ The latter certainly, 
* 'Fherefore death is in itſelf no evil, ſince it is fre- 
* quently preferable to life itfelf ? So it appears, 
It is the fame caſe with reſpect to ſickneſs and health, 

ſince there are many caſes, wherein the former is 
more beneficial to us than the latter.” So I think, 
Let us proceed, and confider riches in the ſame i 
view: or rather let us fee how many who pofleſs i 
them lead wicked and miſerable lives.“ There are 
proofs enough of this. Their riches then are ef 
no uſe to promote their happineſs?” They ſeem not. 
Goodneſs therefore flows from learning, not from 
riches?” 80 it appears. © How then can riches 


© be good in themſelves, ſince they can neither make 


their poſſeflors better or happier men?” They can- 
not, Therefore they are evil to thoſe who know 
not how to make a right uſe of them.“ So I think, 
How can that therefore be accounted in itſelf good, 
that is of no ſervice to the owner?“ Not at all. 
If therefcre-any make a good and right uſe of their 
riches, they will live well, if not, they will live mi- 
ſerably.” What you ſay appears very juſt. © To 


© conclude then, the miſchief lies in our too highly e- 


ſteeming them as really good, or too meanly defi: 
ling them as really evil, whereas in themſelves they 
are 8 gocd nor evil. Men are apt to place 
too extravagant a value on them, and imagine them 
the means of procuring all manner of happineſs, and 
on this account ſtop at nothing, though never 6 
wicked, to acquire them. This they do, becauſe 


i they are ignorant of the true good. 
| 
[i 
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& THE x conſider not (continued our venerable in- 


 « ſtructor) that evil can never produce good, or good 


ec be the cauſe of evil. Thus you often fee great wealth 


a amaſſed together by the vileſt and worſt actions, ſuch 


« as lying, fraud, theft, ſacrilege, and ſuch like crimes, 
« which proceeds from the moſt vicious diſpoſitions. 


„Now if good can never be the produce of evil, we 
can never call riches that are acquired in ſuch man- 


© ner, good.” This is fully made out. © Jo pro- 
« ceed then (faid he) as by wicked actions we ſhall ne- 
« ver purchaſe juſtice, wiſdom, or any other virtue; ſo 


neither by a courſe of worthy actions can we ever 
«* hecome vicious. Theſe things are incompatible. 


Jou often fee the moſt unjuſt and wicked men poſ- 
* ſeſt of power, riches, victory, fame, and thoſe other 
© imaginary bleſſings of life. From hence you may 
« conclude, that theſe things are neither good nor e- 
« vil; and that as wiſdom and virtue are the only truc 


« bleſſings, ſo ignorance and vice arc the only real 


„ evils of life.” You have fully proved this argument 
to our intire ſatisfaction, and we ſhall now no longer 
be deceived by the appearances of things. © You ſee 


(added he) that all theſe things in themſelves are nei- 
| © ther good nor evil, as I before told you. They re- 


* ſemble ſleep and exerciſe, and the other natural mo- 
* tions of the body, which agree in common to all men. 
“The things that properly diſtinguiſh and belong to 
* us are virtue and vice. The latter is always the 
* characteriſtic of ignorance, and the former of wit- 
dom. Two contrary diſpoſitions can never unite to 
form a conſiſtent character, as a man can never be 
* ignorant and wiſe, aſleep and awake, at the ſame 
* time.“ All theſe you have made very evident to us 
(aid I) and we have been very pleaſingly entertained. 


All thoſe things flow from one principle (added he) 
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n principle truly divine!” What do you mean by 
that expreſſion (ſaid I)? “ Life and death (replied he) 
ce health and ſickneſs, riches and poverty, and thoſe 
things we have been ſpeaking of, are in their nature 
& neither good nor evil, but happen indifferently to 
«© all men.” We plainly ſee (ſaid I) this is a neceſ- 
ry conſequence from what you have been ſaying ; yet 
methinks, I am not yet fully confirmed in this opini. 
nion. * This (concluded he) is becauſe you are not 
« yet thoroughly accuſtomed to think on this ſubject. 
& For this reaſon, I earneſtly conjure you, that you will 
© follow theſe precepts through your whole life, and 
by fixing them in your minds, and by frequent prac: 
& tice, reduce them into habits. If you ſhould yet 
have any doubts about what I have told you, return 
« to me, and I will endeavour to remove them, and 


« confirm you in the truth of what I have now explain- 
60 
ed. 
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LIBERTY. 


AN ALLEGORY. 


Was walking two or three days ago in a very plea- 

ſing retirement, and amuſing myſelf with the read- 

ing of that ancient and beautiful allegory called“ The 

_ Tablature of Cebes.” I was at laſt ſo tired with my 
walk, that I fat down to reſt myſelf upon a bench that 
ſtood in the midſt of an agreeable ſhade. The muſic 
of the birds that filled all the trees about me, lulled me 
aſleep before I was aware of it; which was followed 
b/ a dream, that I impute in ſome meaſure to the fore- 
going author, who had made an impreſſion upon my 
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imagination, and put me into his own way of think - 


ling. | 


I FANCIED myſelf among the Alpe, and, as it is 
natural in a dream, ſeemed every moment to bound 
from one ſummit to another, until at laſt, after having 
made this airy progreſs over the tops of ſeveral moun- 
tains, I arrived at the very centre of thoſe broken rocks 
and precipices. I here, methought, ſaw a prodigious: 


circuit of hills, that reached above the clouds, and en- 


compaſſed a large ſpace of ground, which I had a great 
curiofity to look into. I thereupon continued my 


| former way of travelling through a great variety Or 


winter ſcenes, until I had gained the top of theſe white 


| mountains, which ſeemed another Alps of ſnow. I 


looked down from hence into a ſpacious plain, which 
was ſurrounded on all fides by this mound of hills, and 


which preſented me with the moſt agreeable proſpect. 


I had ever ſeen. There was a greater variety of co- 
lours in the embroidery of the meadows, a more lively 


| green in the leaves and graſs, a brighter cryſtal in ths 


ſtreams, than what I ever met with in any other region. 
The light itſelf had ſomething more ſhining and glori - 
ous in it than that of which the day is made in other 
places. I was wonderfully aſtoniſhed at the diſcovery 
of ſuch a paradiſe, amidſt the wildneſs of thoſe cold, 
hoary lanc{kips which lay about it; but found at lengeh 
that this happy region was inhabited by the Goddet3 
of Liberty, whoſe preſence ſoftened the regions of th: 
climate, inriched the barrenneſs of the ſoil, and more 
than ſupplied the abſence of the ſun. The place was 
covered with a wonderful profuſion of flowers, that 
without being diſpoſed into regular borders and par- 
terres, grew promiſcuouily, and had a greater beauty 
in their natural luxuriancy and diſorder than they could 
bave received from the checks and reſtraints of art. 
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There was a river that roſe out of the ſouth ſide of the 
mountain, from whence it paſſes under a long range 
of rocks, and at length riſes in that part of the Alps 
where the inhabitants think it the firſt ſource of the 
Rhone. This river, after having made its progreſs 
through thoſe free nations, ſtagnates in a huge lake at 
the leaving of them; and no ſooner enters into the re- 
gions of ſlavery, but runs through them with an incre 
dible rapidity, and takes its ſhorteſt way to the ſea. 

I DESCENDED into the happy fields that lay be- 
neath me, and in the midſt of them beheld the goddeſs 
ſitting upon a throne. She had nothing to incloſe her 
but the bounds of her own dominions, and nothing o- 
yer her head but the heavens. Every glance of her 
eye caſt a track of light where it fell, that revived the 
ſpring, and made all thiugs ſmile about her. My heart 


grew chearful at the fight of her; and as ſhe looked 


upon me, I found a certain confidence. growing in me, 
and ſuch an inward reſolution as I never felt before 
that time, 

On the left hand of the goddeſs was the Genius of 
Monarchy. She was clothed in the whiteſt ermine, 
and wore a crown of the pureſt gold upon her head. 
In her hand ſhe held a ſceptre like that which is borne 
by the Britiſh monarchs. A couple of tame lions lay 
crouching at her feet: her countenance had 1n it a ve- 
ry great majeſty, without any mixture of terror: her 
voice was like the- voice of an angel, filled with fo 
much ſweetneſs, and accompanied with ſuch an air of 
condeſcenſion, as tempered the awfulneſs of her ap 
pearance, and equally inſpired love and veneration in- 
to the hearts of all that beheld her. 

In the train of the Goddeſs of Liberty were the ſe 


veral arts and ſciences, who all of them flouriſhed un- 


derneath her eye. One of them in particular made 2 
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greater ſigure than any of the reſt, who held a thunder- 


bolt in her hand, which had the power of melting, 


piercing, or breaking every thing that ſtood in its way. 
The name of this goddeſs was Eloquence. 

THERE were two other dependent goddeſſes, who 
made a very conſpicuous figure in this bliſs ful region. 
The firſt of them was ſeated on a hill, that had every 
plant growing out of it which the ſoil was in its own 


nature capable of producing. The other was ſeated 


in a little iſland, that was covered with groves of ſpi- 
ces, olives, and orange-trees, and in a word, with pro- 
ducts of every foreign clime. The name of the firſt 
was Plenty, of the ſecond Commerce. The firſt lean- 
ed her right arm upon a plow, and under her left held 
a huge horn, out of which ſhe poured a whole autumn 


| of fruits. 'The other wore a roſtral crown upon her 


head, and kept her eyes fixed upon a compaſs. , 
I was wonderfully pleaſed in ranging through this 
delightful place, and the' more fo, becauſe it was not 
encumbered with fences and inclofures; until at length 
methought I ſprung from the ground, and pitched up- 
on the top of a hill, that preſented ſeveral objects to 
my ſight which I had not before taken notice of, 'The 
winds that pailed over this flowery plain, and through 
the tops of the trees, which were ſull of bloſſoms, blew 
upon me in ſuch a continued breeze of ſweets, that I 
was wonderfully charmed with my ſituation. I here 
aw all the inner declivities of that great circuit of 
mountains, whoſe outſide was covered with ſnow, over— 
grown with huge foreſts of fir-trecs, which indeed are 
rery frequently found in other parts of the Alps, 
heſe trees were inhabited by ſtorks, that came hither 
in great flights from very diſtant quarters of the world, 
Methought I was pleaſed in my dream to fee what be- 
came of theſe birds, when, leaving the places to whiel 


. 
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they make an annual viſit, they riſe in great flocks fe 
high until they are out of ſight, and for that reaſon 
have been thought by ſome modern philoſophers to 
take a flight to the moon; but my eyes were ſoch 
diverted from this proſpect, when J obſerved two great 
gaps that lead through this circuit of mountains, where 
guards and watches were poſted day and night. Upoy 
examination, I found that there were two formidable 
enemies encamped before each of theavenues, who kept 
the place in a perpetual alarm, and watched all oppor-| 
tunities of invading it. 

TYRANNY was at the head of one of theſe armies, 
dreſſed in an eaſtern habit, and graſping in her hand 
an iron ſceptre. Behind her was Barbarity, with the 
garb and complexion of an Ethiopian; Ignorance, with 
a turban upon her head; and Perſecution holding up 
a bloody flag, embroidered with flower-de-luces. Theſe 
were followed by Oppreſſion, Poverty, Famine, Tor: 
ture, and a dreadful train of appearances, that made 
me tremble to behcld them. Among the baggage oi 

his army I could diſcover racks, wheels, chains, and 
' Cibbets, with all the inſtruments art could invent to 
make human nature miſerable. 

BEFORE the other avenue I ſaw Licentiouſneſs, 
dreſſed in a garment not unlike the Poliſh caſſock, and 
leading up a whole army of monſt ers, ſuch as Clartpur, 
with a hoarſe voice and an hundred tongues; Confu— 
fion, with a miſhapen body,and a thouſand heads; Im- 
pudence, with a forehead of braſs; and Rapine, with 
hands of iron. The tumult, noiſe, and uproar in this 
quarter were ſo very great, that they diſturbed my 
magination more than is conſiſtent with ſleep, and by 
that means awaked me. 
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THE TEMPLE or HYMEN. 


AN KL ETEGONY. 


ere 

Jon | | 

Me A FEW days ago I had an account of the mar- 
epd riage of a friend. When occurrences of this : 
or. nature make an impreſſion upon the mind, it is inſen— | 


ibly betrayed into little animadverſions upon them. 
This was my caſe in an extraordinary manner: for ha- 
ving muſed ſometime on this incident, I fell into an 
eaſy lumber, when fancy reaſſumed the ſubject, and 
fallied out in the following excurſion. 

METHOUGHT I was in an inſtant placed on the 


1 boundaries of a ſpacious plain; in the centre of which 
„vas preſented to the eye a large temple coniecrated to 
de Hymen, the god of Marriage. At a imall diſtance 
fo me, I obſerved a giddy croud of both ſexes, who 
m vere making towards the building, in order to cele- 
10 brate the ceremony of the god. There was ſhuffled iu 


among them a demon, whoſe form was ſo peculiar, 
5 and whoſe ſway with the multitude ſo univerſal, that I 
ſhall give my reader a particular deſcription of him. It 
ſeems the name of this fury was Luſt; in the upper 
u. part of his body he carried the likeneſs of a human f- 
cure, from the middle downwards, he bore the re- 
1 ſemblance of a goat, his eyes were turgid, ſparkling, 
band inflamed; his complexion was very irregular, at- 
tended with the moſt ſudden tranſitions from a ſan- 
by guine red to a hvid paleneſs, and a tremor frequently 
ſeized every member. Cloſe followed him Diſtaſte, 
with a ſickly countenance, and ſupercilious eye; and 
Remorſe with bis hat fapped over his face, and a worm 
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gnawing his vitals. I was ſhocked at theſe monſtrous 
=ppearances, and the more ſo, to obſerve how readily 
my fellow creatures gave into the impious ſuggeſtions 
of the demon. But my ſurprize was ſomewhat abat. 


ed on a nearer approach; for I took notice that his 


breath was of ſuch a malignant nature, that all thoſe 
who raſhly advanced within its influence, were preſent- 
ly intoxicated and deprived of their reafon. 

I was in ſuch a conſternation at this diſcovery, that 
I hefitated for a while, whether I1 ſhould enter into 
converſation with the blithe adventurers before-ment:- 
oned. In the midſt of my ſuſpence, there came to- 
wards us a grave old gentleman of a ſteady and com- 
poſed aſpect, whoſe name was Deliberation. He waz 
one of the princely agents belonging to the temple, 


and ſo high in the god's eſteem, that Hymen was very 


rarely known to give his benediction, at the concluſi- 
en of the ceremony, to any couple who were not uſh- 
ered into his preſence by this venerable officer. Upon 
his joining the company (to the majority of which! 
found he was a perfect ſtranger) there was expreſſed 
an univerſal uneaſineſs and diſcontent; and many of 
them induſftriouſly avoided all converſation with him. 
But it was very remarkable, that all thoſe who thus 
imprudently turned their backs on this valuable mo- 
nitor, in their return from the temple were ſeized by 
one or bcth of the melancholy attendants of the fury. 
AT my entrance into the building, I obſerved the 
deity marching ata ſmall diſtance towards it. The fill 


in the proceſſion was Love, in the form of a Cupid, 


who was continually practifing a thouſand little arts 
and graces to draw upon him the ſmiles of the god; 
and by the tender regards which Hymen caſt upon the 
child, I found he was a very great favourite. 

'Far god followed next, holding in his hand a fam. 
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ing torch, which ſhone the brighter the longer it burn- 


us 
ly cd he approached us, ſupported by Virtue, a lady of 
us the moſt engaging form that I ever beheld: ſhe was 


cloathed in a white refulgent garment; and her heart 
was encircled with glory. 

THE next atte.idant was Beauty, arrayed in the moſt 
gorgeous apparel, and full of herſelf, even to diſtracti- 
on. She was handed along by Youth, a gay ſtripling, 
wearing a Chaplet of flowers on his head, and vings on 
to his ſhoulders. 


i- THEN appeared Wealth, in the figure of an old 
o. man meanly attired: his eyes were the eyes of a hawk, 
n. and his fingers curved and pointed inwards, like the 


a; talons of a raven; he was noiſy, impudent, and pre- 
) ſuming. 

ry PHE retinue was cloſed by Fancy, ever varying her 
.. features and dreſs; and what was very IT 
h- WW mcthought ſhe charmed in all. 

Ji THE deity, immediately after his entrance into the 


| temple, aſcended his throne, and ſat with his head 


d gently reclined on Virtue's boſom. Love and Beauty 
of MW took their ſtation on'the right hand: and on the left 
n. were diſperſed Wealth and Fancy. 
s TER god quickly proceeded to the celebration of the 
WM nuptial rites; but there was ſuch a confuſed ſound of 
WH {ighs and laughter, that I could not give the attention 
that was requiſite, in order to preſent my reader with 
IM the ſeveral circumſtances that occurred; only I took 
notice, that many of the matches were ſo very unequal, 
I, that the god yoked them with reluctance, and but half 
ti conſented to his own inſtitution. 
MM AFTER the ceremony was over, ſilence was pro- 
i claimed in court, ſor Hymen was determined to decide 
a conteſt which had been of long ſtanding, between the 
perſonages that attended the altar. Upon this declara- 
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tion the whole multitude divided, and, according to 
the particular impulſes of their paſſions, took the party 
of the ſeveral competitors. The young had ranged 
themſelves on the right hand of the throne, while o— 
thers of more advanced years had poſted themſelves be. 
hind the difputants on the left. 

Love began with entering his complaint againſt 
Wealth, ſetting forth, that his antagoniſt had ſeduced 
large numbers to his ſentiments; that, as to himſelf, 
his intereſt very viſibly declined every day, to the great 
prejudice of the ſtate wherein the gods had deſigned 
him the pre eminence. While he was purſuing his 
arguments with great warmth, Poverty ſtepped forth 
from amidſt the crowd, and ſtared the young plaintiff 
full in the face, who was fo frigkted at his ſorrowful 
countenance that he fluttered his pinions in order for 
flight; when Wealth, riſing up, addrefled the judge, 
with ſhewing the neceility of his preſence to make the 
marriage ſtate replete with happineſs, as it was origi- 
nally intended by its inſtitutor: together with many 
other arguments, which, if they had been delivered with 
the fame modeſty, as force, could not have failed cf 
creating a multitude of converts to his fide. This his 
ſpeech was followed with a thunder of applauſe from 
the company behind. Upon which incident the old 
man began to triumph, and to reinforce his diſcourſe; 
when, through the violence of his emotions, his gar- 
ment flew open, and betraycd to view cares in the form 
of vultures hanging at his breaſt, Hereupon Lore 
ſtood up, and would fain have reaſſumed his cauſe, 
But Hymen, who well knew that the preſence of both 
was of the utmoſt importance in the performance of 
his inſtitution, and impartially weighing what was us- 
ged by each of them, put an end to the contention, 

by propoſing the union of their families, which was 
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immediately acceded to, No ſooner were their hands 
joined, as the ſignal of the conſent to the god's propo- 
fal, but Love immediately lighted up new ſmiles in his 
face, and appeared infinitely more charming than be- 
fore. But the moſt ſurprizing change was wrought in 
the old man; his talons fell off in ſcales from his fing- 
ers, his eyes loſt all their former fierceneſs, and the 
harſh lineaments of his countenance were at once ſof- 
tened into all the ſweetneſs of humanity. Love ap- 
proached him, and gently ſtroaking his boſom, ſtilled 
the hiſſing of the ſerpents, and aſſuaged the ſeverity of 
his pain. This diſpute being amicably adjuſted, Beau- 
ty next advanced, and, after playing over many airs. of 
affectation, put on a languiſhing look, and liſped out 
a mournful accuſation againſt Wealth, intimating his 
uſurpation over her, and the like. Scarce had ſhe ut- 
tered theſe ſentences, before there made up to her a 
griſly wight, whoſe hair was covered with a hoary 
froſt, his face plowed with furrows, and down his 
cheeks diſtilled a ſcalding rheum. When the young 
lady thus ſaw Age limping towards her, the appeared 
in all the agonics of thought; the roſes fell from her 
cheeks, and ſhe ſunk down into a ſwoon. Hymen un- 
derſtanding the temper of the girl, that ſhe was proud 
and imperious, fond of government, and yet incapable 
of direCting, diveſted her of a large ſhare of power by 
diſpoſing of her frontier towns to Fancy, who now acts 
with unlimited authority; nor admits any to pay their 
addreſſes to the gay virgin, without a prior interview 
with herſelf. f 

TRR remainder of my dream being a confuſed num- 
ber of ideas, without order or arrangement, I ſhall ſor- 
bear to infert, in mercy to my reader. | 
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IN early times, before myriads of nations covered 

the earth, the whole human race lived together in 
one valley. The ſimple inhabitants ſurrounded on e- 
very fide by lofty mountains, knew no other world but 
the little ſpot to which they were confined. They fan- 
cied the heavens bent down to meet the mountain-top, 
and formed an impenetrable wall to ſurround them, 


None had ever yet ventured to climb the ſteepy cliffs 


in order to explore thoſe regions that lay beyond it; 
tradition forbad the attempt; traditions make up the 
reaſonings of the ſimple, and ſerve to ſilence every in- 
quiry. | | 

In this ſequeſtered vale, bleſſed with all the ſponta- 
neous productions of nature, the honeyed bloſſom, the 
refreſhing breeze, the gliding brook, and the golden 
fruitage, the ſimple inhabitants ſeemed happy in them- 
ſelves and each other; they defired no greater pleaſures, 
for they knew of none greater; ambition, pride, and 
envy, were vices unknown among them; and from this 


_ peculiar ſimplicity of its poſſeſſors, the country was cal- 


led“ The Valley of Ignorance.” 

Ar length, however, an unhappy youth, more a- 
ſpiring than the reſt, undertook to climb the mountain's 
ſide, and examine the ſummits which were hitherto 
deemed inacceſſible. The inhabitants from below gaz- 
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ed with wonder at his intrepidity; ſome applauded his 

| courage, others cenſured his folly; ſtill however he 

proceeded towards the place where the earth and hea- 

rens ſeemed to unite, and at length arrived at the with- 
ed-for height with extreme labour and aſſiduity. 

His firſt ſurprize was to find the ſkies, not as he ex- 
pected, within his reach, but till as far off as before; 
his amazement increaſed when he ſaw a wide extend- 
ed region lying on the oppoſite ſide of the mountain, 

but it roſe to aſtoniſhment, when he beheld a country 
at a diſtance more beautiful and alluring than even that 
he had juſt left behind. 

As he continued to gaze with wonder, a genius, 
with a look of infinite modeſty, approaching, offered 
to be his guide and inſtructor. The diſtant country 
you ſo much admire, ſays the angelic being, is called 
the Land of Certainty: in that charming retreat, ſen- 
timent continues to refine every ſenſual banquet, the 


inhabitants are bleſſed with every ſolid enjoyment, and 
min more bleſſed in a perfect conſciouſneſs of their own 


felicity : ignorance in that country is wholly unknown, 
all there is ſatisfaction without alloy, for every pleaſure 
firſt undergoes the examination of reaſon. As for me, 
I am called the Genius of Demonſtration, and am fta- 
tioned here in order to conduct every adventurer to 
that land of happineſs, through thoſe intervening regi- 
ons you ſee overhung with fogs and darkneſs, and hor» 
rid foreſts, cataracts, . caverns, and various ſhapes of 
danger; follow me. 


| Tre intrepid traveller immediately put himſelf un- 
der the protection of the Genius, and both journeying 
on together with a flow but agreeable pace, deceived 

he tediouſaeſs of the way by converſation. The be- 

| Linning of the journey ſeemed to promiſe true ſatis- 


faction: but as they proceeded forward, the ſkics be- 
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came more more gloomy, and the way more intricate; 
they often inadvertently approached the brow of ſome 
frightful precipice, or the brink of a torrent, and were 
obliged to meaſure back their former way; the gloom 
increaſing as they proceeded, their pace became more 
flow; they pauſed at every ſtep, and their diſtruſt and 
timidity increaſed. The Genius of Demonſtration, 
now, therefore, adviſed his pupil to grope upon his 
hands and feet, as a method, though more ſlow, yet leſs 
lable to error. 

IN this manner they attempted to purſue their jour- 
ney for ſome time, when they were overtaken by an. 
other Genius, who with a precipitate pace ſeemed tra- 
velling the ſame way. He was inſtantly known by the 
other to be the Genius of Probability. He wore two 
wide extended wings at his back, which inceſfantly 
waved, without increaſing the rapidity of his motion; 
his countenance betrayed a confidence that the igno- 
rant might miſtake for ſincerity, and he had but one 
eye, which was fixed in the middle of his forehead. 

SERVANT of Hormizda, approaching the mortal 

pilgrim, if thou art travelling to the Land of Certain- 
ty, how is it poſſible to arrive there under the guidance 
of a Genius who proceeds forward flowly, and is ſo lit- 
tle acquainted with the way; follow me, we ſhall ſoon 
perform the journey to en every pleaſure awaits our 
arrival. 
THE peremptory tone in which this Genius ffoke, 
and the ſpeed with which he moved forward, induced 
the traveller to change his conductor, and leaving his 
modeſt companion behind, be proceeded forward with 
his more confident director, ſeeming not a little pleat 
ed at the increaſed velocity of his motion. 

Bo r ſoon he found reaſon to repent. Wherever! 
torrent crofſed their way, his guide taught him to de- 
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ſpiſe the obſtacle, by plunging him inz whenever a 
| precipice preſented, he was directed to fling himſelf 
forward. Thus every moment miraculouſly eſcaping, 
| his repeated eſcapes ſerved only to increaſe his guide's 
temerity. He led him therefore forward amidſt inſi- 
| IF nite difficulties, till they arrived at the borders of an 
ocean that appeared unnavigable, from the black miſts 
which lay upon its ſurface. Its unquiet waves were of 
the darkeſt hue, and gave a lively repreſentation of the 
various agitations of the human mind. 
. ThE Genius of Probability now confeſt his teme- 
.it, owned his being an improper guide to the Land 
of Certainty, a country where no mortal had ever been 
permitted to arrive; but at the fame time offered to 
o ſupply the traveller with another conductor, who ſhould 
carry him to the Land of Confidence, a region where 
the inhabitants lived with the utmoſt tranquillity, and 
- WM taſted almoſt as much ſatisfaction as in the Land of 
e Certainty. Not waiting for a reply, he ſtamped three 
times on the ground, and called forth the Dæmon of 
al WW Error, a gloomy ficnd of the ſervants of Arimanes, 
n- The yawning earth gave up the reluctant ſavage, who 
ce ſeemed unable to bear the light of the day. His ſta- 
t- ture was enormous, his colour black and hideous, his 
on I aſpect betrayed a thouſand varying paſſions, and he 
ſpread forth pinions that were fitted for the moſt rapid 
flight. The traveller at firſt was ſhockedat the ſpectre 
but finding him obedient to ſuperior power, he aſſumed 
his former tanquillity, 

I HAvE called you to duty, cries the Genius to the 
Dæmon, to bear on your back a ſon of mortality over 
the Ocean of Doubts into the Land of Confidence: I 
expect you will perform your commiſſion with punctu- 
ality. As for you, continued the Genius, addreſſing 
tle traveller, when once I have bound this fillet around 
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your eyes, let no voice of perſuaſion, nor threats the 
molt terrifying, perſuade you to unbind it in order to 
look round; keep the fillet faſt, look not at the ocean 
below, and you may certainly expect to arrive at the 
Region of Pleaſure. 

Trvs ſaying, and the traveller's eyes * covered, 
the Dæmon muttering curſes, raiſed him on his back, 
and inſtantly up-born by his ſtrong pinions, directed 
his flight among the clouds. Neither the loudeſt thun- 
der nor the moſt angry tempeſt could perſuade the tra- 
veller to unbind his eyes. The Dæmon directed his 
flight downwards, and ſkimmed the ſurface of the oce- 
an: a thouſand voices, ſome with loud invective, o- 
thers in ſarcaſtic tones of contempt, vainly endeavour. 
ed to perſuade him to look round: but he ſtill conti- 
nued to keep his eyes covered, and would in all pro- 
bability have arrived at the happy land, had not flatter 

ers effected what means could not perform. For now 
he heard himſelf welcomed on every fide on the pro- 
mifed land, and an univerſal ſhout of joy was ſent 
forth at his fafe arrival; the wearied traveller, deſirous 
of ſeeing the long wiſhed-for country, at length pulled 
the fillet from his eyes, and ventured to look round 
him: but he had unlooſed the band too ſoon; he was 
not yet above half way over. The Dzmon, who was 
ſtill hovering in the air, and had produced thoſe ſounds 
only to deceive, was now freed from his commiſſion; 
wherefore throwing the aſtoniſhed traveller from his 
back, the unhappy youth fell headlong into the ſubja- 
cent Ocean of Doubts, from . he never after was 


' ſeen to ruſe. 
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THE LOVER's VISION. 


5 ITHITN the ſilent ſhades of ſoft repoſe, 


Where Fancy's boundleſs ſtream for ever 
flows; | | | 


| Where the enfranchis'd ſoul at eaſe can play, 


Tir'd with the toilfome buſineſs of the day; 
Where princes gladly reſt their weary heads, 
And change uneaſy thrones for downy beds; 
Where ſeeming joys delude deſpairing minds, 
And where ev'n jealouſy ſome quiet finds; 
There I and ſorrow for a while could part, 
Sleep clos'd my eyes, and eas'd a ſighing heart. 
But here too ſoon a wretched lover found 

In deepeſt griefs the fleep can ne'er be ſound; 
With ſtrange ſurprize my troubled fancy brings 
Odd antick ſhapes of wild unheard-of things; 
Diſmal and terrible they all appear, 

My ſoul was ſhook with an unuſual ſear. 


But as when viſions glad the eyes of faints, 


And kind relief attends devout complaints, 
Dome beauteous angel in bright charms will fhine, 
And ſpreads a glory round, that's all divine; 
Juſt ſuch a bright and beauteous form appears, 

the monſters vaniſh, and with them my fears. 

The faireft ſhape was then before me brought, 
That eyes e'er ſaw, or fancy ever thought; 

How weak are words to ſhew ſuch excellence, 
Which er'n confounds the ſoul as well as ſenſe! 
And while our eyes tranſporting pleaſure find, 

it ſtops not here, but ſtrikes the very mind. 
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Some angel ſpeak her praiſe! No human tongue, | 
But with its utmoſt art muſt do her wrong. 

The only woman that has pow'r to kill, 

And yet is good enough to want the will; 

Who needs no ſoft alluring words repeat, 

Nor ſtudy'd looks of languiſhing deceit, 
Fantaſtick beauty, always in the wrong, 

Still thinks ſome pride muſt to its pow'r belong: 
An air affected, and a haughty mien; 

Something that ſeems to ſay, I would be ſeen.” 
But of all womankind this only ſhe, 

Full of its charms, and from its frailty free, 
Deſerves ſome nobler muſe her fame to raiſe, 

By making the whole ſex beſide, her pyramid of praiſe, 
She, ſhe appear'd, the ſource of all my joys; 

The deareſt care that all my thought employs: 
Gently ſhe look'd, as when I left her laſt; 

When firſt ſhe ſeiz'd my heart, and held it faſt; 
When, if my vows, alas! were made too late, 

I faw my doom came not from her, but fate. 

With pity then ſhe eas'd my raging pain, 

And her kind eyes could ſcarce from tears refrain: 
Why, gentle ſwain, ſaid ſhe, why do you grieve 

In words I ſhould not hear, much leſs believe? 

I gaze on*that which is a fault to mind, 

And ought to fly the danger which I find: 

Of falſe mankind though you may be the beſt, 

Ye all have robb'd poor women of their reſt. 

I ſee your pain, and ſee it too with grief. 
Becauſe I would, yet muſt not give relief. 

Thus, for a huſband's ſake, as well as yours, 

| My ſcrup'lous ſoul divided pain endures; 
Guilty, alas! to both; for thus I do 
Too much tor him, yet not enough for you. 
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Give over then, give over, hapleſs ſwain, 
A paſſion moving, but a paſſion vain. 
Not chance, nor time ſhall ever change my thought: 

is better much to die, than do a fault. 

On, worſe than ever! Is it then my doom 

| Juſt to ſee Heav'n, where I ne'er muſt come? 
Four ſoft compaſſion, if not ſomething more: 
| Yet I remain as wretched as before: 
The wind, indeed, is fair, but ah! no ſight of ſhore. 
Farewell, too ſcrup'lous fair-one; oh! farewell. 
What torments I endure, no tongue can tell; 
Thank Heav'n, my fate tranſports me now, where I 
Your martyr may with eaſe and ſafety die. 

Wirz that I kneel'd, and ſeiz'd her trembling hand, 
While ſhe impos'd this now kind command: 
Live and love on; you will be true, I know ; 
But live then, and come back to tell me ſo; 

For though.I bluſh at this laſt guilty breath, I 
I can endure that better than your death. 

ToRMEN TING kindneſs! Barbarous reprive! 
Condemn'd to die, and yet compell'd to live! 

Tris tender ſcene my dream repeated o'er, 

Juſt as it paſs'd in real truth before. 

Methought I then fell grov ing to the ground, 

Till on a ſudden rais'd, I wond'ring found 

A ſtrange nnen all in taintleſs white; 

His form gave rev'rence, and his face delight: 

Goodneſs and greatneſs in his eyes were ſeen; 

Gentle his look, and affable his mien. | 

A kindly notice of me thus he took: 

What mean theſe flowing. eyes, this ghaſtly look! 

* Theſe trembling joints, this looſe diſhevel'd hair, 

* And this cold dew, the drops of deep deſpair?” 
Wir n grief and wonder firſt my ſpirits faint, 

Zut thus, at laſt, I vented my complaint, 
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Behold a wretch whom cruel fate has found, 
And in the depth of all misfortune drown'd. 
There ſhines a nymph, to whom an envy'd ſwain 
Is ty'd in Hymen's ceremonious chain; 
But cloy'd with charms of ſuch a marriage-bed, 
And fed with manna, yet he longs for bread; 
And will, moſt huſband-like, not only range 
For love perhaps of nothing elſe but change; 
But to inferior beauty proſtrate lies, 
And courts her love, in ſcorn of Flavia's eyes. 
ALL this I knew (the form divine reply'd) 
And did but aſk to have thy temper try'd, 
Which proves ſincere. Of both I know the mind; 
She is too {crupulous, and thou too kind: 


But ſince thy fatal love's for ever fix'd : 
Whatever time or abſence come betwixt; 
Since thy fond heart ev'n her diſdain prefers / 
To others love, I'll ſomething ſoften hers. : 
Elfe in the ſearch of virtue ſhe may {tray : N 
Well-meaning mortals ſhould not loſe their way. 

She now indeed ſins on the ſafer fide, 8 
For hearts too looſe are never to be ty'd; uy 
But no extremes are either good or wiſe, | i 
And in the midſt alone true virtue lies. oy 
When marriage-vows unite an equal pair, Ti 


"Tis a mere contract, made by human care, 

By which they both are for convenience ty'd, 

The bridegroom yet more ſtrictly than the bride: 

For circumſtances alter ev'ry ill, 

And women meet with moſt temptation ſtill; 

She a forſaken bed muſt often bear, | | 


While he can never fail to find here there, 
And therefore leſs excvs'd to range elſewhere, 
Yet this ſhe ought to ſuffer and ſubmit : 
But when no longer for each other fit, 
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if uſage baſe ſhall juſt reſentment move, 

Or, what is worſe, affronts of wand'ring love; 
No obligation after that remains. | 

Tis mean, not juſt, to wear a rival's chains. 

Vr decency requires the wonted cares 

Of int'reſt, children, and remote affaits; 

But in her love, that dear concern of life, 

She all the while may be another's wife: 

Heav'n that beholds her wrong'd and widow'd bed, 
Permits a lover in her huſband's ftead. 

I FLUNG me at his feet, his robes would kiſs, 
And cry'd——Ev'n our baſe world is juſt in this; 
Amidſt our cenſures love we gently blame, 

And love ſometimes preſerves a female fame. 

What tie leſs ſtrong can woman's will reſtrain? 

When honour, checks, and conſcience plead in vain ; 
When parents threats, and friends perſuaſions fail, 
When int'reſt and ambition ſcarce prevail, 

To bound the ſex when nothing elſe can move; 
They'll live reſerv'd to pleaſe the man they love! 

TRE ſpirit then reply'd to all I ſaid, 

She may be kind, but not till thou art dead; 
Bewail thy memory, bemoan thy fate: 

Then ſhe will love, when 'tis, alas! too late: 
Of all thy pains ſhe will no pity have, 

Till fad deſpair has ſent thee to the grave. 


Amaz'd, I wak'd in haſte, 
All trembling at my doom; 
Dreams oft repeat adventures paſt, 
And tell our ills to come. 
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A VISION. 


OW are we tortured with the abſence of what 

we covet to poſſeſs, when it appears to be loſt 
to us! what excurſions does the ſoul make in imagina- 
tion after it: and how does it turn into itſelf again, 
more fooliſhly fond and dejected, at the diſappoint. 
ment! our grief, inſtead of having recourſe to reaſon, 
which might reſtrain it, ſearches to find a further nou- 
riſnment. It calls upon memory to relate the ſeveral 
paſſages and circumſtances of ſatisfaction which we 
formerly enjoyed; tne pleaſures we purchaſed by thoſe 
liches that are taken from us; or the power and ſplen- 
dour of our departed honours; or the voice, the words, 
the looks, the temper, and affections of our friends that No 
are deceaſed. I: muſt needs happen from hence, that 
the paſken ſhould often ſwell to ſuch a ſize as to burlt Wi 
the heart which contains it, if time did not make theſe pi 
circumitances leſs ftrong and lively, ſo that reaſon 
ihould become a more equal match for the paſſion, or 
it another deſire which becomes more preſent did not 
overpower them with a livelier repreſentation. 'Tbelc 
are thoughts which I had, when I fell into a kind d 
viſion upon this ſubject, and may therefore ſtand for a 
proper introduction for the relation of it. 

i FoUuND myſelf upon a naked ſhore, with compa 
whoſe ailited countenances witneſſed their conditions 
Before us flowed a water deep, ſilent, and called the R. 
ver of Tears, which iflving from two fountains on an 
upper ground, encompaſſed an iſand that lay befor 
us. The boat which plied in it was old and ſhattered, 
having been ſomctimes overſet by the impatience an 
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haſte of ſingle paſſengers to arrive on the other fide. 
This immediately was brought to us by Misfortune, 
who ſteers it, and we were all preparing to take our 
places, when there appeared a woman of a mild and 
compoſed behaviour, who began to deter us from it, 
by repreſenting the dangers which would attend our 
voyage. Hereupon ſome who knew her for Patience, 
and ſome of thoſe too who till then cried the loudeſt, 
were perſuaded by her, and returned back. The reſt of us 
vent in, and ſhe (whoſe good-nature would not ſuffer 
„ber to forſake perſons in trouble) deſired leave to ac- 
„company us, that ſhe might at leaſt adminiſter ſome 
mall comfort or advice while we failed. We were no 
e {Wioner embarked but the boat was puſhed off, the ſheet 
e Nas ſpread; and being filled with ſighs, which are the 
- Wwinds of that country, we made a paſſage to the far- 
„ther bank through ſeveral difficulties of which the molt 
of us ſeemed utterly regardleſs. 
Xt WHEN we landed, we perceived the iſland to be 
| ſirangely overcaſt with fogs, which no brightneſs could 
ſe Npierce, ſo that a kind of gloomy horror ſat always 
brooding over it. This had ſomething in it very ſhock- 
ing to eaſy tempers, inſomuch that ſome others, whom 
Patience had by this time gained over, left us here, 
and privily conveyed themſelves round the verge of the 
ſand to find a ford by which ſhe told them they might 
escape. 

FoR my part, I ſtill went along with thoſe who were 
r piercing into the centre of the place; and joining 
5 WWurſcives to others whom we found upon the ſame 
ourney, we marched ſolemnly as at a funeral, through 
ordering hedges of roſemary, and through a grove of 
few. trees, which love to over-ſhadow tombs and flou- 
in in church-yards. Here we heard on every fide the 
ailings and complaints of ſeveral of the inhabitants, 
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who had caft themſelves diſconſolately at the foot a 
tices; and as we chanced to approach any of theſe, we 
might perceive them wringing their hands, beating thei 
breaſts, tearing their hair, or after ſome other manner 
viebly agitated with vexation. Our ſorrows were heigh 
tened by the influence of what we heard and ſaw, and 
one of our number was wrought up to ſuch a pitch d 
wildneis, as to talk of hanging himſelf upon a bough 
which thot temptingly a-croſs the path we travelled in; 
tut he was reſtrained from it by the kind endeavour 
of our above-mentioned companion. 
We had now gotten into the moſt duſky filent pan 
cf the iſland, and by the redoubled ſounds of fighs, 
which made a doleſul whiilling in the branches, the 
thickneſs of air which occaſioned faintiſh reſpiration, 
and the violent throbbings of heart which more and 
more affected us, we ſcund that we approached the 
Grotto of Grief. It was a wide, hollow, and melan- 
choly cave, funk deep in a dale, and watered by rivu. 
lets that had a colour between, red and black. Thele 
crept ſlow, and half congealed amongſt its windings 
and mixed their hollow murmur with the echo of groats 
that rolled throvgh all the paſſages. In the moſt retire 
part of it fat the Doleful Being herſelf; the path to he 
vas ſtrewed with goads, ſtings, and thorns; and tie 
throne on which ſhe ſat was broken into a rock vil 
ragged pieces pointing upwards for her to lean upon. 
A heavy miſt hung above her, her head oppreſſed wid 
it reclined upon her arm: thus did ſhe reign over le 
diſconſolate ſubjects, full of herſelf to ſtupidity, in e 
ternal penſiveneſs, and the profoundeſt ſilence. Or 
one fide of her ſtood Dejection juſt dropping into: 
ſwoon, and Paleneſs waſting into a ſkeleton; on tit 
other fide were Care inwardly tormented with imagr 
nations, and Anguiſh ſuffering outward I roubles v 
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fuck the blood from her heart in the ſhape of Vultures. 
Ihe whole vault bad a genuine diſmalneſs in it, which 
a few ſcattered lamps, whoſe blucith flames aroſe and 
ſunk in their urns, diſcovered to our eyes with increaſe. 
some of us fell down, overcome and ſpent with what 
| we ſuffered in the way, and were given over to thoſe 
tormentors that ſtood on either hand of the preſence; 
| others, galled and mortified with pain, recovered the en- 
trance, where Patience, whom we e had leſt behind, wa; 
ſtill waiting to receive us. 

W1TH her (whoſe company was now become more 
grateful to us by the want we had found of her) w' 


hy winded round the grotto, and aſcended at the back of 
he it, out of the mournful dale in whoſe bottom it lay. 
"WW On this eminence we halted, by her advice, to pant 
ke for breath; and lifting our eyes, which till then were: 


fixed downwards, felt a ſullen fogt of ſatisfaction, in 
obſerving through the ſhades what numbers had entered 
""W the ifland. This ſatisfaction, which appears to have 
ill- nature in it, was excuſable, becauſe it happened at 
a time when we were too much taken up with our own. 
concern, to have reſpect to that of others; and there- 
fore we did not conſider them as ſuffering, but our- 
ſelves as not ſuffering in the moſt forlorn cftate, It 
had alfo the groundwork of humanity and compaſſion 
in it, though the mind was then too deeply engaged to 
perceive it; but as we proceeded onwards it began to 
diſcover itfelf, and from obſerving that others were un- 
happy, we came to queſtion one another, when it was 
that we met, and what were the ſad occaſions that 
brought us together. Then we heard our ſtories, we 
compared them, we mutually gave and received pity, 
and fo by degrees became tolerable company. 
e A CONSIDERABLE part of the troubleſome road 


was thus deceived; at length the openings among the 
D 3 
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trees grew larger, the air ſeemed thinner, it lay wit 
Ieſs oppreſſion upon us, and we could now and then 
diſcern tracts of it of a lighter greyneſs, like the break. 
ings of day, ſhort in CY much enlivening, and 
called m that country Glearas of Amuſement. With. 
in a ſhort while theſe gleams began to appear more 
frequent, and then brighter and of longer continu. 
ance; the Sighs that hitherto filled the air with ſo 
much dolefulneſs, altered to the ſound of common 
breezes, and in general the horrors of the iſland were 
abated. 

WHEN we had arrived at laſt at the ford by which 
we were to paſs out, we met with thoſe faſhionable 
mourners who had been ferried over along with us, 
and who being unwilling to go as far as we, had coaſt. 
ed by the ſhore, to find the place, where they waited 
our coming; that by ſhewing themſelves to the world 
only at that time when we did, they might ſeem alſo 
to have been among the troubles of the grotto. Here 
the waters, that rolled on the other fide ſo deep and fi- 
lent, were much dried up, and it was an caſter matter 
for us to wade over. 

THE river being croſſed, we were received upon the 
further bank by our friends and acquaintance, whom 
Comfort had brought out to congratulate our appear- 
ance in the world again. Some of theſe blamed us tor 
Rtaying fo long away from them, others adviſed us a- 
gainſt all temptations of going back again; every one 
was cautious not to renew our trouble, by aiking any 
particulars of the journey: and all concluded, that in 
a caſe of {0 much affliction, we could not have made 
choice of a fitter companion than Patience. Here Pa. 
tience, appearing ſerene at her praiſes, delivered us o- 
ver to Comfort. Comfort ſmiled at his receiving the 
charge; immediately the ſky purpled on that fide to } 
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which he turned, and double day at once broke in up- 


on me. 
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ETHOUGHT I was ſuidenly tranſporte4 
4 into the Palace of Pleaſure, where in ſpite of 
h the magnificence of the manſon, and the ſpecious 
charms of the goddeſs, I diſcovered, on a cloſe attenti- 
on, ſuch affectation and illuſion in both, with ſuch di- 
ſtreſs in many of her votaries, ill concealed under ar- 


] tificial ſmiles, that I broke away with a mixture of 
] diſdain and horror, and made what haſte I could from 
0 the place. I had not gone far when J was met by a 
? good old man, who gives cirections to all travellers 
. that are willing to be directed, and who was called the 
: Genius of Education. Perceiving me penſtve, he in- 


quired into the cauſe. I told him where J had been, 
and what I had obſerved, and added, that being myſelf 


a young traveller in queſt of Happineſs, I was uncere 
tain which way to take. He Jooked at me with gene- 
rous compaſhon, and bade me follow him; he con- 


ducted me along a windy path up a hill, on the top of 
which we found an open pavillion, which commanded 
a proſpect of the whole country round. As we ap- 
| proached, we perceived an old man fitting in a muſing 
poſture on a chair of poliſhed metal, which caſt an un- 
common luſtre about him, and reflected the images of 
ſurrounding objects. He held in his hand a teleſcope, 
and my guide informed me, that his name was Con- 
templatian; that he was one of the eldeſt ſons of Wiſ- 
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dom, and that he was placed on that hill by Virtue, 
the ſovereign of a great adjoining empire, to direct thoſe 
who were travelling towards her temple. 
As we entered his pavillion, he roſe and came for- 
ward to receive us. Being ſtruck with reverence, [ 
Was at firſt ſilent. But at length I told him where! 
had been and whither I was going. Contemplation 
ſaid, that if I would truſt myſelf to his care, he would 
conduct me. Having joyfully accepted his offer, and 
being warmly recommended to him by my firft guide, 
he led me to the brow of the hill, from whence we 
could deſcry a wide extent of country below, and in- 
numerable travellers croſſing it by a thouſand different 
roads. That large tract, ſaid he, which you ſee to 
the left ſo variegated with hills, and dales, and groves, 
and ſtreams, and fo full of inhabitants and travellers, 
is the dominion of a powerful ſorcereſs, who affects to 
be called Pleaſure, but whoſe true name is Vice. You 
ſee her palace, and to confirm you in your opinion of 
her character, you may obſerve,” through this teleſ- 
cope, how ſome of her votaries are loſt in the maz- 
es of the neigubouring wood, how others wander up 
and down from one bower of the garden to another, 
forlorn and diſtracted; whilſt many of them are drag- 
ged away to a dirty cave, Which is concealed fiom 
thoſe who enter into her palace, called the Cave of 
Poverty: Not far from thence, you may perceive 2 
tirong prifon, the Houſe of Diſcipline. It is kept by 
two frightful beings, called Puniſhment and Terrour, 
who inflict toil, and pain, and difgrace, on ſuch male- 
ſactors as are delivered into theif hands. 

Bur now, caſt your eye again over the country. 
It is divided into ſundry diſtricts, lying in a circle 
round the palace of Pleaſure, In their reſpective cen- 


ters ſtand the ſeats of her principal miniſters; on one 
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| fide, you ſee, the manſion of Luxury, adorned with all 
the extravagance of art.” And here he deſired me to 
mark with particular care an outlet from the gardens 
leading directly to the Cave of Poverty. 

THEN turning the teleſcope to another ſide,“ Yon- 
der, ſaid he, is the abode of Intemperance. It reſem- 
bles a great inn, to which paſſengers are continually 
crouding. You may obſerve, that hardly any one 
comes out with the fame countenance or ſhape with 
which they went in, but are transformed into the like- 
| neſs of different beaſts. At a little diſtance is a large 
hoſpital into which the poor wretches are thrown from 
time to time, and condemned to ſickneſs, pain, and pu- 
treſaction.“ 

He next ſhewed me the town of Ambition, built 
on the top of a very high hill. © 'Thither, ſaid he, 
you behold multitudes climbing from different quar- 
ters, ſtruggling who ſhall get foremoſt, and puſhing 
down thoſe before them. On one ſide of it, is a ſteep 
and ſlippery precipice, from which the molt part, after 
having with infinite toil and contention gained it, 
tumble headlong into a bottomleſs gulf, and are never 
heard of more. On the other fide, is a ſecret path, 
which grows broader by degrees. At the entrance of 
which ſtands Corruption. The path, after winding 
up the hill, leads down again by a ſtraight: deſcent, till: 
it terminates in the Dungeon of e 

„TRE valley below, is poſſeſſed by Vanity, whoſe 
diſtrict is ſtill better peopled than the others. She al- 
lures moſt travellers, by promiſing to lead them to the 
palace of her miſtreſs through the temple of Fame. 
Thoſe who are decoyed by her, are generally conſign- 
ed over to the ſcoffs of Ridicule, who derides their. 
folly, and then ſhuts them up in the Cell. of Con- 
tempt,” 
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AFTER this, Contemplation pointed out to me, in 
a remote corner of the country, that looked as if it had 
been disjoined from all the reſt, a caſtle, which he faid 
was inhabited by an old uſurer, named Avarice, who 
though a chief retainer to Vice, yet refuſed to acknoy- 
ledge her by the name of Pleaſure. © An iron pate 
is the only entrance. It is ſecured within by man 
{trong bolts, and guarded without by Hunger and Anxi. 
ety, who let none pals into the caſtle, till they have 
ſerved a ſuſficient time in the outer yard, where ſome 
are digging, ſome hewing ſtones, and others carrying 
heavy burdens. It is remarkable, added he, that from 
the loweſt cellar of the houſe there is a long ſubterra- 
neous paſſage to the Cave of Poverty.” 

TEEN directing my eye to the right ſide of he hill, 
he ſhewed me a country ſpacious and noble, but bh 
and difficult of acceſs. I perceived fewer travellers in 
it than in the other, which I had juſt been viewing: 
yet there were more than at firft appeared. At the 
farther end of it, I deſcried a magnificent temple, 
„That country, ſaid my guide, is the dominion ol 
Virtue, in which the inhabitants are inured to labour, 
but reap the fruits of it in health of body, and tran- 
quillity of mind. Theſe roughneſſes and precipices 
which you ſee, are chicily in the entrance. As you 
advance it grows more ſmooth. The temple whici 
you defcry is that of the goddefs, where ſhe receives 
and rewards her faithful votaries, who enjoy, beyond 
the power of time and ſorrow, that Happineſs which 
you purſue. Oh bleſſed votaries! cried I; oh got. 
ous temple; this moment let us haſten thither, for! 
long to be there.” My guide approved of my ardour; 
but, to prevent preſumption, told me that I ſhould full 
meet with conſiderable difficulties in the read; and 
led me down the hill. 
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We were no ſooner got to the foot of it, than I be- 
gan to find his predictions true. For after forcing our 
way through thickets with no little trouble, we came 
to a road that Jay up hill, and appeared abrupt and 
craggy. Theſe inconveniences, though I had been 
warned of them, diſcouraged me; fo that being im— 


patient to get clear of them, I hurried -on before my 


uide, But the faſter I went, the more I was per- 
plexed. And indeed the path was ſo narrow, that I 


| cafily deviated into by-roads; which I was the more 


tempted to do by the approach of ſome perſons of a 
grave appearance, Who told me they were going the 
ame way, and were retainers to the goddets, to who!? 
temple I was travelling. 

THE firſt I met was dreſt in a plain garb, he had 
a blunt demure aſpect ſomewhat inclining to the ſul- 


len, inveighed {trongly againſt the manners of the coun- 


try from which I came, ipoke of the folly and knave- 
ry of mankind with, great acrimony, and told me that 
many were profeſſed, but few or none real friends to 
Virtue. He called himſelf Honeſty, and bade me fol- 
low him, offering to conduct me the ſhorteſt way to 
her tempic. I was glad to accept bis offer, but quick- 
ly repented. For he led me through worſe thickets 
tian thoſe J had already paſt, where I was torn with 
the briars on every ſide. This made me reſolve to fol- 
low him no longer. His true name I found afterwards 
was Cynical Sourneſs. 

UeoN his leaving me, there advanced a ſtill more 
homely figure. He had a mortified viſage, with a 
ratted. beard which reached down to his middle, was 
cad in ſackcloth, girt with a rope, and was bare ſoot- 
ed. The name he aſſumed was Temperance, though 
{ underſtood afterwards that he was Monkiſh Auſteri- 
J. Notwithſtanding his form and air were in many 
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reſpects none of the moſt engaging, yet as he profe. 
ſed the utmoſt ſimplicity, put on a ſanctimonious look, 
and peremptorily aſſerted that there was no other way 
to the temple of Virtue but through his cell, I waz 
induced to follow him. But the road he led me was 
ſo rough and ſtony, his diſcourſe was ſo forbidding, 
and his deportment ſo fierce, that 1 ſoon deſertel 
him. 
_ Tar. next who addreſſed me, was a ſtately perſon: 
age, with a plauſible countenance, and an air of gran. 
deur, in which however there poured ſomething 
ſtarched and haughty. He gave me to know that h 
was by profeſſion a Philoſopher, ſpoke much of bis dil. 
intereſted zeal,” his unconfined benevolence, his in- 
flexible probity, his perfect command over all his pat- 
fions, his ſovereign contempt both of Pain and Plea- 
ſure, and boldly affirmed that none but he knew the 
road to the temple of Virtue. His name, he ſaid, was 
toiciſm, though his enemies through ſpite often mil. 
called him Pride. Impoſed upon by a name ſo cele. 
brated, and ſuch lofty pretenſions, I readily accepted 
his conduct. But he led me ſometimes through bogs 
and ſometimes over precipices, yet I could not perceive 
that we gained any ground. So that being quite dil. 
heartened by ſo many unſucceſsful experiments, I de- 
termined to adhere to my old guide, who had never 
loit fight of me. Seeing me now alone, he came up, 
and on my confeſſing my error in leaving him, for 
gave me. 

Wr had not proceeded far, when I was accoſted by 
ſome other perſons, who were not without allurements; 
all were clad in the livery of Virtue, and all pretend- 
ed to be of her family; my guide however aſſured me 
they were counterfeits. Cunning notwithſtanding his 
iauint eyes and ſhort fight endeavoured to paſs for Prue 
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lence, Severity for Juſtice, Weakneſs for Good - na- 
ture; and Profuſion for Liberality. 

My guide conducted me by a path with which he 
alone was acquainted, to a green ſequeſtered bower, at 
the door of which ſat a venerable old woman of a mild. 
and ſedate appearance. She knew my guide, and ſmil- 
ing at ſight of him opened the door, without ſpeaking 
a word. He told me {he had been his nurſe, and that 
her name was Solitude, We had no ſooner entered 
than we ſaw a woman of incomparable beauty. Her 
countenance was open, her eyes were bright and pe- 
netrating, and her whole form ſeemed to radiate with 
light. My guide having informed her who I was, and- 


whence I came, recommended me to her care, and told 
me I might ſafely travel onward under her directions, 
who was his favourite daughter, and whoſe name was 
| 1 ruth. He then left us, and immediately we ſet for- 


ward on our journey. 
Now and then certain phantoms, of an odd figure 
and fantaſtic dreſs, would make up to me, and try by 

a rariety of arts to entice me from my new guide. 

Theſe were partiſans of Pleaſure, ſent to the frontiers 
of Virtue, to embarraſs and decoy young travellers. 
Some, as I remember, were Vain-glory, Popular Ap- 
plauſe, Falſe Shame, Deriſion, Detraction, Novelty, 
Faſhion. I felt ſome curiofity to enter into diſcourſe 
with them. But my guide pulling out a mirror in 
which all things are repreſented as they are, preſented 
it to the ſpectres: upon which ſome of them totally 
diſappeared, and others ſunk into the moſt diminutive 
and deſpicable figures imaginable. 

Aswe travelled forward, my guide anointed my eyes 
with a clear and ſparkling liquor, from a cup of chry- 
ſtal which ſhe carried in her hand, and immediately I 
ſaw objects at a greater diſtance, and more diſtinct- 
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ly than before. My guide defired me to look bag; 
on the palace of Pleaſure. And how was I ſtruck tg 
ſee all its magnificence vaniſhed, itſelf ſuſpended, with 
a tremulous motion in the air, and the adjacent field; 
which had before ſeemed to be ſo fruitful and wel] 
watered, all transformed into a frightful waſte! The 
goddeſs herſelf was ſhrivelled into an ugly hag, ſitting 
in a darkſome corner, pale and trembling, accompani- 
ed only by a few of her wretched attendants and vota- 


ries, who appeared as ſo many furics reproaching her 


and one another, and tearing themſelves with anguiſh 
and deſpair. I turned away with horror and dilguſt, 
and intreated my guide to lead on. 

As we advanced, we were accoſted v7 a youth, who 
ſeemed to be remarkably vigorous and robuſt. His 
complexion was of that kind which is acquired by toil. 
He had a ſteady look, not without ſome r: TE of 
ſterneſs; he graiped in his hand a club, and welke with 


great compoſure and firmneſs. *« fs. > youth, laid my 
guide, is a near ally of my family, tt i 156 child of 
Contemplation by Liberty. He is .cfolution, 


and has a temper. compound of the are I the Mother, 
and the coolneſs of the Father.” e preſence inſpir- 
ed me with new ſpirit, and I prefled on with freſh a- 
lacrity. | | 

INDEED I quickly found I ſhould want it all. For 
I obſerved at ſome diſtance a vaſt miſhapen rock, which 
I underſtood I muit neceſſarily climb. It proved fo 
excceding arduous and flippery, that I fell back almoſt 
as faſt as I aſcended. There lodged too, 2s my guide 
informed me, in one of its cavities a monſter, whom 
we mult needs ſubdue before we could reach the top. 
Scarce had ſhe done ſpeaking, when a creature of a 
moſt hideous form ruſhed out upon us. He had the 
face of a Man: but it was more fierce and terrible than 
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that of a Lion. His eyes darted fire. Out of his no- 
ſtrils iſucd a baleſul ſtream that poiſoned the air; and 
his roaring was like the ſound of many waters. He 
was armed with ſcales almoſt impenetrable, and inſtead 
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| of hands had ſharp claws, which tore whatever came in 


their way. His name was Self Will. He was attended 
by a hgure of a pale and fallow viſage, whoſe eyes were 
ſunk in her head, and rolled round with wildneſs and 
fury. Her treſſes hung looſe about her ſhoulders, and 
ſhe had in all her looks and geſture an air of diſtrac- 
tion. In one hand ſhe carried a ſtring of beads, which 
ſhz ſeemed to tell with great earneſtneſs; and in the 
other a bloody ſcourge. She muttered an unintelli- 
gible ſort of jargon, and had a key hung to her girdle, 
with which, as my guide told me afterwards, ſhe pre- 
tended to open or ſhut the temple of Virtue, and the 
abode of Happincſs. Her name was Bigotry. On 


ſight of this ſhocking pair, I was ſeized with a dread- 


ful panick. But Reſolution inſtantly fell upon the mon- 
ſter with his club, and dealt his blows with great force, 
calling to me in the mean time not to be afraid. Yet 
I could not help trembling for the event. Indeed my 
companion was preſſed ſo hard by the monſter, that he 
mult ſoon have fallen a prey to his rage, had not our 


provident guide brought to our aid a ſeaſonable rein- 


force vent. 
In the appearance of the power that interpoſed there 


was ſomewhat more majeſtic and divine than any thing 
I had ever ſeen. Her eyes effuſed ineffable mildneſs 
mingled with modeſt triumph. They were moſtly fix- 
ed on Heaven, with ſuch a ſpirit of unaffected but ſu- 
blime devotion, as almoit lifted the beholder thither. 
Her garment, which hung looſe from her ſhoulders, 
and reached down to her feet, was white as ſnow. All 
her motions were at once ſcrene and awful. The name 
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of this radiant Power was Religion, and Bigotry 1 
niſhed at her approach. In her hand ſhe carried a boy 
of frankincenſe: And having caſt ſome of it on a little 
altar that ſtood by, it raiſed a cloud of ſmoke, which 
ſo affrighted the monſter that he ran bellowing away, 
The ſmoke was ſucceeded by a celeſtial odour, that A. 
ſoon diſperſed the noiſome vapour which he had cau. es 


fed. yh 
THE conſternation I was in, and the ſplendor of Re. ; 
| on 


ligion, had hitherto prevented me from taking notice 
of three blooming figures that attended her; ſhe told 
me they were her daughters, Faith, Humility, and 
Hope, The firſt had her head inveſted with. a circle 
of rays, which threw a cheering light on all around her, 
Her eyes were chiefly turned towards her parent, who 
beheld her with reciprocal and ſuperior delight. She 
carried before her a ſhield of divine workmanſhip, and 
went foremoſt. Humility, cloathed in a veſture of a 
dark ſober hue, which trailed on the ground, walked 
ſlowly with a downcaſt look. Hope had in her hand 
an opening bud, freſh and fragrant as the morning 
roſe. She heedfully marked the motions of her elder 
ſiſter, and in her countenance a plealing tranquillity, 
which ſeemed a mixture of gravity and cheerfulneſs, 
bordering upon rapture. | 

As we walked onwards, we were joined by - m el- 
derly perſonage, who appeared ſtill freſh and vigorous. 
He was clad in a plain ruſſet cloak, had a mcex and 
contented aſpect, and carried in his hand a ſtaif, cn 
which he ſometimes leaned, He was provided with a 
box of ointment, to dreſs the wounds of thoſe travel- 
ters, who had been hurt by the aſperities of the road; 
his name was Patience. This gracious Power going 
before, lent me his hand; and by his aſſiſtance I climb- 
ed to the top of the rock with eaſe. I perceived in- 
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gel, after he joined us, that the way became more 
Enooth, and more agreeabte in all reſpects. We ſtill 
dcended, but the aſcent diminiſhed : The ſun, but lates» 
7 riſen, gilded the horizon, and illuminated the fair- 
| country I ever beheld. Beauteous proſpects open- 
d on every ſide. To the barren wilds and frightſul 
precipices we had paſt, ſucceeded green meadows, flow- 
y lawns, and tranſlucent ſtreams of living water. 

Tas temple, in full fight of which we were now 
come, ſtood on the ſummit of the hill: it was built of 
| tranſparent ſtone, that admitted light from every 
quarter. It was of a quadrangular form, and had at 
op a magnificent dome. Its portal was ſupported by 
a double row of pillars of the Dorick order. 'The en- 
try was guarded by two centinels, who had ſomething 
in their looks fo awful, that ſeveral travellers recoiled 
at ſight of them. Their names were, Temperance and 
Fortitude. The former held a bridle, and the latter 
2 ſpear. Though their firſt appearance was rather 
tern and forbidding, it ſoftened on us as ſoon as they 
bſerved the company we were in. The gates ſtood 
ride open, we aſcended by eaſy ſteps, and entered. I 
vas tranſported with the beauty and greatneſs of the 
place, The height and circumference of the dome 
oth filled and delighted the eyes. The manner of 
the whole was fimple and ſolemn. There was no need 
d adventitious decorations, and there were none. 

AT the upper end of the temple, on a throne of 
ſtate, appeared the goddeſs. Her complexion was clear, 
bealthſul, and animated, her features were regular, and 
well proportioned, but had a kind of maſculine air. 
Her eyes were blue, beautiful and piercing. In all her 
mien there was a happy mixture of dignity and mo- 
ety, A ſprig of laurel was wreathed round her 
temples. She wore a robe of the pureſt purple, which 
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was girt with a zone about her waiſt; the held in he 
hand an imperial ſword, the emblem of power and ay. 
thority. Before the throne, which was of alabaſty, 
were placed various enſigns of dominion, and the ſeye. 
ral ſymbols of the polite arts. 

THE preſence of the goddeſs overwhelmed me wit 
veneration and rapture, and I ſtood for ſome time 
1mmoveable, When I was a little recovered from 
my extaſy, my guide pointing to the throne, fail 
© There ſits the Divinity of the place, the daughter 
Wiſdom and Love. She was brought forth at a birth 
with Happineſs, her fiſter, and inſeparable companion; 
and ſent down from above, as the beit of men, and the 
ſureſt directreſs of liſe; the guardian of youth, ti 
glory of manhood, and the comforter of old age. bj 
her inſtructions and laws human ſociety is formed and 
maintained; and human nature, by converſe with her 
grows truly godlike.“ | el 

TAE votaries, as they approached, were introduced b 
to the preſence by a young virgin of the molt !ovelnh o 
appearanoe, who could not perform her taſk withougif Z 
bluſhing. Her name was Modeſty, The goddeſs or k 
dered her Recorder, who ſat on a bench below her, ji 
read their ſeveral ſtories. The Recorder's name wa b. 
Conſcience. There was ſpread before him a huge vl i! 
lume, in which were regiſtered the actions of men, th 
well the moſt diſguiſed and ſecret, as the moſt op: re 
and avowed. Nor did any ever contradict the tei a 
mony of Conſcience, without being ſelf-condemned, 
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MO N the banks of a fruitful river, ſtands the rich 


and beauteous Zinon, chief city of the kingdom 
of Tafrah, inhabited by a brave and warlike people, 
foſſeſſing many bleſſings, and worthy of enjoying them, 
by readily acknowledging their happineſs; over them 
reigns their monarch Zulim, a prince endowed with 
many virtues, whoſe principal delight conſiſts in be- 
holding the welfare of his ſubjects. After a long 
and expenſive war againſt his enemies of a neigh- 
en bouring kingdom, the inhabitants of Tafrah experi- 
enced the bleſſings of peace; many years the olive- 
el branch remained flouriſhing, but at length the rumour 
cn of war ſeemed ready to blaſt its verdure; the good 
ſl Zilim, by repeated advice to the great men of his 
rl kingdom, urged them to purſue ſuch meaſures as they 
oy judged moſt proper for the honour and happineſs of 
rfl bis crown, but more eſpecially of his people. Rely- 
ri 15 on their wiſdom, he contented himſelf with hopes 
ey would act in conformity to his advice, therefore 
FF remained in domeſtic felicity with his beloved queen, 
and beauteous progeny. 
. x evening as he was alone in his cloſet, having 
juſt parted from his Cephiza, on a ſudden the battle- 
ments of the palace ſeemed to ſhake; a noiſe reſem- 
bling the thunder of heaven, when moſt violent, was 
heard; a thick ſmoke filled the room wherein fat the 
aſtoniſned Zulim, which as it evaporated, preſented to 
his eyes the genii Gondarac, who with a voice tre- 
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mendous as the roar of a volcano, thus addreſſed the 


* thoſe who miſuſe it. The deity I ſerve and whon 


« loudeſt, now trample on the ground her ſocial laws; 


and compaſſion. 


monarch: 

& Is it thus, O Zulim, thou contenteſt thy ſelf in 
« eaſe and inattention, whilſt thy faithful people ate 
4 oppreſſed? not even the rectitude of thine own 
“ heart will extenuate, if thou doſt diſpenſe power tg 


te thy ſubjects revere is incenfed; ſhe rends her azure 
« mantle, and caſts from her the cap and ſtaff of in. 
« dulgence, ſince they can be of no further uſe to the 
« inhabitants of Tafrah! with indignant anger ſhe he. 
© holds thoſe who pretended to echo her name the 


te the furious Pyſent, long her pretended votary, and 
* and whom thy favour has made great, feeks by ever 
„ powerful attempt to ſubvert her ſalutary precepts, 
and argues for oppreſſion; but enough I muſt 
* now obey, and by real ſcenes convince Zulim of 
© the truth” So ſaying, he caught up the amazed 
monarch, and, ſudden as the lightning's flaſh, convey: 
ed him a diſtance from the palace, alighting under the 
cover of an humble cot; when breathing on him a blue 
vapour, the prince inſtantly became inviſible; then 
Gondarac bad him obſerve with the attention | of mercy 


THE bright luminary was juſt ſinking beneath th: 
weſtern hills, gilding the ſurrounding æther with he 
fmiles; at the door of the cottage ſtood a young wv 
man, in whoſe face chearful innocence and health ſat 
triumphant; in each hand ſhe held a blooming infant 
and frequently turned her head to view the guiltlch 
ſlumbers of one ſtill younger in the cradle; ſhe nov 
went a few ſteps from the door, but ſoon returned witi 
him, for whom ſhe had waited; the happy huſband en- 
tered, and ſeating, himſelf near a table, the two child 
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leaving their mother, came and prattled at his knees, 
each ſeeming anxious to ſhare the envied ſmile;— 
the little infant in the cradle now awoke, which the 
pleaſed father, though tired with the day's toil, ſoon 
took, and placing it on his knees began to ſing a 
ſoothing lullaby ; while his happy wife ſpread the table 
with her homely fare: fuch calm content delighted the 
good heart of Zulim, who was preparing to enquire 
of Gondarac, where was the miſery he had promiſed 
be to ſhew him; but ere his ſpeech found utterance, a 
boiſterous noiſe was heard, a ruffian band, authorized 
by power, now entered the cottage, and ſoon laid hold 
on the harmleſs peaſant, to the terror of himſelf and 
aſtoniſhed family; not all his artleſs yet expreſſive ſup- 
plications could prevail; the tears of the unhappy wife 
and claſped hands of his little innocents were ineffec- 
of tual; they tore him away, ſaying, with horrid impre- 
cations, ** He ſhould go with them to ſerve Zulim, 
and fight againſt the enemy;” during which ſpeech 
they threw the infant he held on his knee into the arms 
of its fainting mother. Gondarac now aſked the mo- 
narch if he was ſatisfied, and had ſeen enough of mi- 
ſery occaſioned by lawleſs power? 

F The compaſſionate prince hid his face in the 1 impe· 
rial mantle, while fighs and tears acknowledged the 
„affirmative; to whom the genii, after replacing him 1 in 
his palace, thus ſpoke: 
„ © It is not enough, O Zulim, that thou feeleſt for 
u © thoſe miſeries: exert thy utmoſt efforts to prevent 
them; <conviuce thine oppreſied people thou art in 
0 * reality their father, and reſt aſſured the inhabitants 
of Tafrah will readily aſſiſt thee; but remember 
1 © that aſſiſtance will proceed much ſooner from leni- 
„ent than compulfiye means.” The thick ſmoke now 
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encircled the genii, and he left the trembling monarch 
to his own reflections. 


FF 


REASON any FANCY. 
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HERE is no temper ſo generally indulged 25 
hope: other paſſions operate by ſtarts on parti. 
cular occaſions, or in certain parts of life; but hope 
begins with the firſt power of comparing our actual 
with our poſſible ſtate, and attends us through every 
ſtage and period, always urging us forward to new ac- 
quifitions, and holding out ſome diſtant bleſſing to our 
view, promiſing us either relief from pain, or increaſe 
of happineſs. 

Hoes is neceſſary in every condition. The miſe - I 
ries of poverty, of ſickneſs, of captivity, Would, with - Ie 
out this comfort, be inſupportable; nor does it appear II 
that the happieſt lot of terreſtrial exiſtence can ſet us o 
above the want of this general bleſſing, or that life, Nee 
when the gifts of nature and of fortune are accumulat- Wt) 
ed upon it, would not {till be wretched, were it not e.. 
levated and delighted by the expectation of ſome new e 
poſſeſſion, of ſome enjoyment yet behind, by which W* 
the with ſhall be at laſt ſatisfied, and the heart filled up MW * 
to its utmoſt extent. | 

Hope is, indeed, very fallacious, and promiſes what e 
it ſeldom gives; but its promiſes are more valuable than b 


the gifts of fortune, and it ſeldom fruſtrates us with 
out aſſuring us of OPEN the delay. by a greater Ml © 
bounty. : 


I was muling on this ſtrange inclination which · 
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yery man feels to deceive himſelf, and conſidering the 
.dvantages and dangers proceeding from this gay pro- 


i 


und myſelf placed in a garden, of which my fight 
ould deſcry no limits. Every ſcene about me was 
bay and gladſome, light with ſun-ſhine, and fragrant 
ih perfumes; the ground was painted with all the 
ariety of ſpring, and all the choir of nature was ſing- 
ing in the groves. When I had recovered from the 
ſirſt raptures, with which the confuſion of pleaſure had 
for a time entranced me, I began to take a particular 
nd deliberate view of this delightful region. I then 
perceived that I had yet higher gratifications to expect, 
ind that at a ſmall diftance from me, there were 
brighter flowers, clearer fountains, and more lofty 
groves, where the birds, which I yet heard but faint- 
ly, were exerting all the power of melody. The trees 
about me were beautiful with verdure, and fragrant 
with bloſſoms; but I was tempted to leave them by the 
. Whzht of ripe fruits, which ſeemed to hang only to be 
„ zuucked. I therefore walked haſtily forwards, but 
found, as I proceeded, that the colours of the field fad- 
ed at my approach, the fruit fell before I reached it, 
de birds few ſtill finging before me, and though I 
, Wpricfied onward with great celerity, I was ſtill in fight 
of pleaſures of which I could not yet gain the poſſeſſion, 
end which ſeemed to mock my diligence, and to retire 
as advanced. 

Thou I was confounded with ſo many alterati- 
ons of joy and grief, I yet perſiſted to go forward, in 
hopes that theſe fugitive delights would in time be o- 
vertaken. At length I ſaw an innumerable multitude 
of every age and ſex who ſeemed all to partake of ſome 

general felicity; for every cheek was fluſhed with con- 
ldence, and every eye ſparkled with eagerneſs; yet 


nect of futurity, when, falling aſleep, on a ſudden 1 


— 


= 
—— — . E— 2 ⏑ 3 eee ae "oe ET OE Aa 2 
— 5 - i — #4 
l * 6 a 1 _ — 


< = | 
| 
| 


9 2, 0 


q 
ng — 


— — — 


96 VISIONS AND AI. LE GORIE S 


— ns — 
8 8 


each appeared to have ſome particular and ſecret ple, 

ſure, and very ſew were willing to communicate the; 
intentions, or extend their concern beyond themſelvez 
Moſt of them ſeemed, by the rapidity of their motion, 
too buſy to gratify the curioſity of a ſtranger, and the 
fore I was content for a while to gaze upon then, 
without interrupting them with troubleſome enqui. 
ries. At laſt I obſerved one man worn with time, 
and unable to ſtruggle in the croud; and, therefore, 
ſuppoſing him more at leiſure, I began to accoſt him: 
but he turned from me with anger, and told me he 
muſt not be diſturbed, for the great hour of project. 
on was now come, when Mercury ſhould lofe hi 
wings, and ſlavery ſhould no longer dig the mine for 
gold. 

I LEET him, and ER another, whoſe foſtnek 
of mien, and eaſy movement gave me reaſon to hope 
for a more agreeable reception: but he told me, witi 
a low bow, that nothing would make him more hap- 

py than an opportunity of ſerving me, which he could 

not now want, for a place which he had been tweniy 
years ſoliciting would be ſoon vacant. From him! 
had recourſe to the next, who was departing in haſte 
to take poſſeſſion of the eſtate of an uncle, who by the 
courſe of nature could not live long. He that fol- 
lowed was preparing to dive for treaſure in a neu- 
invented bell; and another was on the point of diſco- 
vering the longitude. 

BRING thus rejected whereſoever I applied myſelt 
ſor information, I began to imagine it beſt to defi 
from enquiry, and try what my own obſervation would 
diſcover: but ſecing a young man, gay and thoughtlels, 
I refolved upon one more experiment, and was inform- 
ed that I was in the garden of Hope, the daughter of 
Deſire, and that all thoſe whom I ſaw thus tumultuouſ- 
17 buſtling round me, were incited by the promiſes of 
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Hope, and haſtening to ſeize the gifts which ſhe held 
in her hand. | 
I TURNED my fight upward, and ſaw a goddeſs in 
the bloom of youth, fitting on a throne: around her 
lay all the gifts of fortune, and all the bleſſings of life 
were ſpread abroad to view ; ſhe had a perpetual gaiety 
of aſpect, and every one imagined that her ſmile, 
which was impartial and general, was directed to him- 
elf, and triumphed in his own ſuperiority to others, 
-W who had conceived the fame confidence from the ſame 
e miſtake. | = 
. I THEN mounted an eminence from which I had 
a more extenſive view of the whole place, and could 
x {MW with leſs perplexity confider the different conduct of 
the crouds that filled it. From this ftation I obſerved, 
6 W that the entrance into the garden of Hope was by two 
e gates, one of which was kept by Reaſon, and the other 
by Fancy. Reaſon was ſurly and ſcrupulous, and ſel- 
p. dom turned the key without many interrogatories, and 
d long heſitation; but Fancy was a kind and gentle por- 
7 Wtreſs, ſhe held her gate open, and welcomed all equal- 
Wy to the diſtrict under her ſuperintendency; ſo that 
te I the paſſage was crouded by all thoſe who either feared 
de ¶ the examination of Reaſon, or had been rejected by 
1- WM her. 73 5 
* From the gate of Reaſon there was a way to the 
throne of Hope, by a craggy, ſlippery, and winding 
path, called the Streight of Difficulty, which thoſe 
ho entered with the permiſſion of the guard endea- 
'oured to climb. But though they ſurveyed the way 
ery chearfully before they began to riſe, and marked 
ut the ſeveral ſtages of their progreſs, they common- 
m. y found unexpected obſtacles, and were obliged fre- 
quently to ſtop: on a ſudden, where they imagined the 
ay plain and even. A thouſand intricacies embarraſſed 
E 
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them, a thouſand flips threw them back, and a thouſand 
pit-falls impeded their advance. So formidable were 
the dangers, and ſo frequent the miſcarriages, that ma. 
ny returned from the firſt attempt, and many fainted 
in the midſt of the way, and only a very ſmall num- 
ber were led up to the ſummit of Hope, by the hand 
of Fortitude. Of theſe few the greater part, 'when 
ihey had obtained the gift which Hope had promiſed 
them, regretted the labour which it coſt, and felt in 
their ſucceſs the. regret of diſappointment; the reſt re. 
tired with their prize, and were led by Wiſdom to the 
bowers of Content. 

ITuRNINC then towards the gate of Fancy, I could 
Hnd no way to the ſeat of Hope; but though ſhe fat 
full in view, and held out her gifts with an air of in. 
vitation, which filled every heart with rapture, the 
mountain was, on that ſide, inacceſſibly ſteep, but fo 
channelled and ſhaded, that none perceived the im- 
poſſibility of aſcending it, but each imagined himſelf 
to have diſcovered a way to which the reſt were itran- 
gers. Many expedients were indeed tried by this in. 
duſtrious tribe, of whom ſome were making themſelves 

wings, which others were contriving to actuate by the 
perpetual motion. But with all their 1abour and all 
their artifices, they never roſe above the ground, or 
quickly fell back, nor ever approached the throne ot 
Hope, but continued ſtill to gaze at a diſtance, and 
laughed at the ſlow progreſs of thoſe whom they ſau 
toiling in the Streight of Difficulty. 

ParT of the favourites of Fancy, when they had 
entered the garden, without making, like the reſt, a 
attempt to climb up the mountain, turned immediate 
ly to the Vale of Idleneſs, a calm and undiſturbed re 
dee from whence they could always have Hope 

in proſpect, and to which 9 pleaſed themſelves witl 
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bdelieving that the intended ſpeedily to deſcend. Theſe 
7 were indeed ſcorned by all the reſt, and they ſeemed 

| very little affected by contempt, advice, or reproof, 
but were reſolved to expect at eaſe the favour of the 

goddeſs. | 

| AMONG this gay race I was wandering, and found 
them ready to anſwer all queſtions, and willing to 
communicate their micth; but in turning round I ſaw 
n two dreadſul monſters entering the vale, one of whom 
I knew to be Age, and the other Want. Sport and 
e revelling were now at an end, and an univerſal ſhriek 
of fright and diſtreſs burſt out and awaked me. 
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gi UCH and ſo great is the power of deceit, that 

8 while health is our own, ſpecious ſhews and 
fair appearances Will blind the judgment of the deep- 
eſt obſerver. C 


For neither man nor angel can diſcern 
Hypocriſy, the only evil that walks 
Inviſible, except to God alone. MIL rox. 


n order therefore to know the true ſtate of the human 


ſa cart, we mult wait till the cloſing of our life, for then 

nly; in the hearts of many, fincerity takes poſſeſſi- 
bal n; whatever ſhews we have made, then, if they were 
J all 


allc, the proſpect of 5 Death will ſoon diſ- 

over the deceit. . 

FoLL of theſe reflections I fell aſleep, P's was me- 

bought inſenſibly conveyed on to an eminence, whence 

law a City crouded with inhabitants who ſeemed in 
E 2 
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general afraid of a Spectre that conſtantly ſtalked among 
them armed with a dart, with which whoſoever was 
{truck immediately expired. Some indeed, I obſery. 
ed who feemed.not to fly from him; but I perceived 
nevertheleſs, that whenever he paſſed, they ſhrunk and 
turned pale. His arm was conſtantly employed: ſome 
he met and killed, while he followed others and ſtruck 
them unfeen or unapprehended. I longed eagerly to 
go among them, becauſe I ſaw that whenever Death 
(for it was he) lifted up his arm to ſtrike againſt any 
one, his breaſt. appeared tranſparent, ſo that one might 
behold what paſſed within; but though my ardent cu- 
riofity excited me to join them, yet the ſtronger fear 
of the ſpectre reſtrained me. . 

WUILE I was apitated by fear and deſire, a youth 
approached me with an inſtrument in his hand, open- 
ed my breaſt, took thence my heart, and preſſing it, the 
fomes peccati flowed out fo abundantly, that I wa 
{truck with ſhame at the fight; he then replaced it in 
me, cloſed the wound, and d iſappeared. 

Ex one will imagine I was not a little ftartled 
at this operation, but J was not leſs pleaſed with the 
wonderful effects of it that J felt in me; all fear of the 
late - dreaded ſpectre vaniſned, and I aſcended the hill, 
and made one in the croud. As I was under no ap- 
prehenſion or concern for myſelf, T kept near him, in 
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order to obſerve the hearts of thoſe he approached. 
WE entered a houſe together, where I heard a con · [ 
fuſed noiſe in a room which we made up to; at pro c 
_ceeded from a ſet of atheiſts and blaſphemers, one oil | 
whom was particularly loud in praiſe of the poor argu © 
ments of Spinoſa; as : 
c 


ver him triumphant Death his dart 
Shook but delay'd to ſtrike, —— 


. Wo LOANS 
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I diſcovered his heart, wherein ſat Ignorance with her 


eyes ſhut, and Fear, who dreading the uptifted dart, 
forced him upon his knees, made him beg his life, 
renounce his principles, and own his deity. Upon 
the ſpectre's withdrawing his arm, and ftalking out of 


| the room, I followed him rejoicing at this wretch's a- 
| poſtacy, when I was ſurprized with hearing his voice 


diſtinguiſhed in blaſphemies and lies above the reſt. 

Tas next was a molt piteous fight: a young lady 
in the bloom of beauty lay expecting the final ſtroke. 
I will not deſcribe the afflicting ſcene of mourners 
round her; it is not to be deſcribed; but ſhe herſelf 
moſt engaged (as ſhe moſt merited) my attention. I 
trembled while 1-ſaw the upliſted hand of Death; but 
the view of her heart diſpelled that concern, and fill - 
ed me with a generons: pleaſure. I there beheld Faith, 
with a ſmile upon her countenance, as expreſſive of ex- 
pected happineſs; Virtue in the form of an angel, and 
Religion with erected hands and lifted eyes, were the 
viſible inmates of her heart. The dart deſcended; the 
died (angelic creature!) and ſoared to the ſeats of im- 
mortal life and joy. 

Wr then approached a youth whoſe heart at the 
fight of the impending dart, was in wonderful agita- 
tion; hope and fear, rage and trembling reigned in it 
alternately ; it ſometimes ſhrunk to nothing, and im- 
mediately after ſwelled to a more than ordinary fize: 


but when the dart ſtruck him, it burſt amidſt the moſt 


dreadful execrations imaginable. 

I was in amaze at his fearful exit, and was ſome- 
thing pleaſed at hearing another whom he approached, 
profeſs an entire reſignation to Providence; when the 
dart was raiſed I examined his breaſt, but could per- 
ceive no paſſage from his heart to his tongue; he {till 
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continued his proteſtations, when he was ſtruck with a 
lie in his mouth. 

LEAvinc him, Death followed . but at laſt 

turned into the houſe of one of my friends: trembling 
J followed: but how delighted was I to find, that 
while the dart was pendent over him, Religion, Peace, 
and Quiet reigned in his breaſt. His tongue, from 
the ſincerity of his heart, breathed u naffected pi- 
ety. When Death brought down his arm, he cloſed 
his eyes, and died in the utmoſt ſerenity of ſoul and 
body. 
I covrD relate many more occurrences, but thro! 
fear of being too long I forbear; though 1 cannot but 
mention one in a red coat, who was notorious for 
perpetual boaſting how little he feared any thing, but 
upon the diſtant proſpeCt of the 2 fainted, ſunk, 
and died away. 

AFTER many ſlaughters, the horrid image PR As 
bout, and turned upon me. I remember that I was 
under no manner of ſurprize or concern, but upon his 
ſtriking me, fell, in hope of ſoon finding myſelf in 
ſome Elyſium, but to my ſorrow found I was in bed, 
and that all had been a dream. 

THis uſe however let me (and with me my readeis) 
make of it, that it may be my care, © to die the death 
of the righteous, and that my laſt end may be like 
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Tur VISION or AL ME N 
THE DER VYVILS . 


LME T the derviſe, who watched the ſacred 
lamp in the ſepulchre of the prophet, as he one 
day roſe up from the devotions of the morning, which 
be had performed at the gate of tie temple, with his 
body turned towards the eaſt, and his forehead on the 
earth, ſaw before him a man in ſplendid apparel, at- 
tended by a long retinue, who gazed ſtedfaſtly at him 
with a look of mournful complacence, and ſeemed de- 
ſirous to ſpeak, but unwilling to offend. 

Tae derviſe, after a ſhort ſilence, advanced, and ſa- 
luting him with the calm dignity which independence 
confers upon humility, requeited that he would reveal 
his purpoſe. „5 

ALMET, ſaid the ſtranger, thou ſeeft beſore thee a 
man, whom the hand of proſperity has overwhelmcd 
with wretchedneſs. Whatever I once deſired as tl e 
means of happineſs, I now poſſeſs; but I am not yet 
happy, and therefore I deſpair. I regret the lapſe cf 
time, becauſe it glides away without enjoyment; and 
as I expect nothing in the future but the vanities of 
the paſt, I do not wiſh, that the future ſhould arrive. 
Yet I tremble leſt it ſhould be cut off; and my. heart 
links, when I anticipate the moment, in which eternity 
ſhall cloſe over the vacuity of my life, like the ſea up- 
on the path of a ſhip, and leave no traces of my exiſi- 
ence more durable than the furrow which remains af- 
ter the waves have united. If in the treaſures of thy 
wiſdom, there is any precept :0 obtain felicity, vouch- 
ſafe it to me: ſor this purpoſe I am come; a purpoſe 
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which yet I feared to reveal, leſt like all the former; it 


_ ould be diſappointed. 

ALMET liſtened, with looks of aſtoniſhment and 
pity, to this complaint of a being, in whom reaſon wa; 
known to be a pledge of immortality: but the ſerenity 
of his countenance ſoon returned; and, ſtretching Out 
his hand towards heaven, Stranger, ſaid be, the know. 
ledge which I have received from the- Prophet, I will 
communicate to thee, 

As ] was ſitting one evening at the porch of the tem. 
ple penſive and alone, mine eyes wandered among the 
multitude that was ſcattered before me; and while! 
remarked the wearineſs and ſolicitude which was viſi- 
ble in every countenance, I was ſuddenly ſtruck with 
a ſenſe of their condition. Wretched mortals, ſaid I, 
to what purpoſe are ye buſy? if to produce happineſs, 
by whom is it enjoyed? Do the linens of Egypt, aud 
the ſilks of Perſia, beſtow felicity on thoſe who wear 
them, equal to the wretchedneſs of yonder ſlaves whom 
I ſee leading the camels that bring them? Is the fine- 
neſs of the texture, or the ſplendour of the tints, re- 
garded with delight by thoſe, to whom cuftom has ren- 
dered them familiar? or can the power of habit render 
others inſenſible of pain, who live only to traverſe the 
deſart; a ſcene of dreadful uniformity, where a barren 
level is bounded only by the horizon; where no change 
of proſpett, or variety of images, relieves the traveller 
from a ſenſe of toil and danger; or whirlwinds which 
in a moment may bury him in the ſand, and of thirſt 
which the wealthy have given half their poſſeſſions to 
allay? Do thoſe on whom hereditary diamonds ſparkle 


with unregarded luſtre, gain from the poſſeſſion, what 


is loſt by the wretch who ſecks them in the mine; who 
lives excluded from the common bounties of nature; 
to whom even the viciſſitude of day and night is not 
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known; who ſighs in perpetual darkneſs, and whoſe 
life is one mournful alternative of inſenſibility and la- 
bour? If thoſe are not happy who poſſeſs, in proportion 
as thoſe are wretched who beſtow, how vain a dream 
is the life of man! and if there is, indeed, ſuch diffe- 
rence in the value of exiſtence, how ſhall we acquit of 
partiality, the hand by which this difference has bcen 
made? 

WHILE my thoughts thus multiplied, and my heart 
burned within me, I became ſenſible of a ſudden influ- 
ence from above. The ſtreets and crouds of Mecca 
diſappeared. I found myſelf ſitting on the declivity of 


2 mountain, and perceived at my right hand an angel, 


whom I knew to be Azoran, the miniſter of reproof. 
When I ſaw him, I was afraid. I caſt mine eye upon 
the ground, and was about to deprecate his anger, when 
he commanded me to be filent. Almet, faid he, thou 
haſt devoted thy life to meditation, that thy counſel 
might deliver ignorance from the mazes of error, and 
deter preſumption from the precipice of guilt; but the 
book of nature thou haſt read without underſtanding: 
It is again open before thee; look up, conſider it and 
ve wiſe. 

I LOOKED up, and beheld an incloſure beautiful as 
the gardens of paradiſe, but of a ſmall extent. Thro' 
the middle, there was a green walk; at the end, a wild 
deſart; and beyond, impenetrable darkneſs. The walk 
was ſhaded with trees of every kind, that were covered 
at once with bloſſoms and fruit; innumerable birds 
were ſinging in the branches; the graſs was intermin— 
gled with flowers, which impregnated the breeze with 
fragrance, and painted the path with beauty: On one 
ſide flowed a gentle tranſparent ftream, which was just 
heard to murmur over the golden fands that ſparkled 
at the bottom; and on the other were walks and bow— 
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ers, fountains, grottoes and caſcades, which diverſified 
the ſcene with endleſs variety, but did not conceal the 
bounds. 

WIL E I was gazing in a tranſport of delight and 
wonder on this enchanting ſpot, J perceived a man ſteal- 
ing along the walk with a thoughtful and deliberate 
pace: His eyes were fixed upon the earth, and his arms 
croſſed on his boſom; he ſometimes ſtarted, as if a ſud- 
den pang had ſeized him; his countenance expreſſed 
ſolicitude and terror; he looked round with a ſigh, 
and having gazed a moment on the deſart that lay be- 
fore him, he ſcemed as if he wiſhed to ſtop, but was 
impelled forward by ſome inviſible power: his features, 
however, ſoon ſettled again into a calm melancholy; 
his eyes were again fixed on the ground, and he went 
on as before, with apparent reluctance, but without e- 
motion. I was ſtruck with this appearance; and turn- 
ing haſtily to the Angel, was about to enquire, what 
could produce ſuch infelicity in a being, ſurrounded 
with every object that could gratify every fen:e; but 
he prevented my requeſt: The book of nature, ſaid he, 
is before thee; look up, confider it and be wiſe, I 
looked, and beheld a valley between two mountains that 
were craggy and barren: on the path there was no ver- 
dure, and the mountains afforded no ſhade; the ſun 
burned in the zenith, and every ſpring was dried up: 
but the valley terminated in a country that was pleaſant 
and fertile, ſhaded wich woods, and adorned with build- 
"ings. At a ſecond view, I diſcovered a man in this 
valley, meagre indeed and naked, but his countenance 
was chearful, and his deportment active: he kept his 
eyes fixed upon the country before him, and looked as 
if he would have run, but that he was reſtrained, as the 
other had been impelled, by ſome ſecret influence: 
Sometimes, indeed, I perceived a ſudden expreſſion of 
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ain, and ſometimes he ſtepped ſhort as if his foot was 
pierced by the aſperities of the way; but the ſprightli- 
neſs of his countenance inſtantly returned, and he preſſ- 
ed forward without appearance of repining or complaint. 

I TURNED again towards the Angel, impatient to 
enquire from what ſecret fource happineſs was derived, 
in a ſituation ſo different from that in which it might 
have been expected; but he again prevented my re- 
queſt: Almet, ſaid he, remember what thou haſt ſeen, 
and let this memorial be written upon the tablets of 
thy heart, Remember, Almet, that the world in which 
thou art placed is but the road to another; and that: 
happineſs depends not upon the path, but the end: the 
value of this period of thy exiſtence is fixed by hope 
and fear. The wretch who wiſhed to linger in the 
garden, who looked round about its limits with terror, 
was deſtitute of enjoyment, becauſe he was deſtitute of 
hope, and was perpetually tormented by the dread of 
loſing that which he did not enjoy: the ſong of the 
birds had been repeated till it was not heard, and the 
flowers had ſo often recurred that their beauty was not 
ſeen; the river glided by unnoticed; and he feared to 
litt his eye to the proſpect, leſt he ſhould. behold the 
waſte that circumſcribed it. But he that toiled thro” 
the valley was happy, becauſe he looked forward with 
hope. Thus, to the ſojourner upon earch, it is of lit- 
tle moment whether the path he treads be {trewed with 
flowers or with thorns, if he perceives himſelf to ap- 
proach thoſe regions, in compariſon of which the thorus 
and the flowers of this wilderneſs Joſe their diſtin tion, 
and are both alike impotent to give pleaſure or pain. 

Wär then has eternal wiſiom unequatly diſtribu- 


ted? That which can make every ſtation happy, and 
without which every ſtation mult be wretched, is ac- 


\quired! by virtue; and virtue is poſſible to all: Remem- 
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The ſun was gone down, the multitude was retired to 
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ber, Almet, the viſion which thou haſt ſeen; and let 
my words be written on the tablet of thy heart, that 
thou mayeſt direct the wanderer to happineſs, and juſ- 
tify God to men. 

WHILE the voice of Azoran was yet ſounding in 
my ear, the proſpect vaniſhed from before me, and! 
found myſelf again ſitting at the porch of the temple, 


reſt, and the ſolemn quiet of midnight concurred with 
the reſolution of my doubts to a: ol the tranquill- 
ty of my mind. 

Sucn, my ſon, was the vital which the prophet 
vouchſafed me, not for my ſake only, but for thine. 
Thou haft ſought felicity in temporal things; and, 
therefore, thou art diſappointed. Let not inſtruction rov 
be loft upon thee, as the ſeal of Mahomet in the well 
of Aris: But go thy way, let thy flock clothe the na- Wwe 
ked, and thy table feed the hungry; deliver the poor ted 
from oppreſſion, and let thy converſation be above. Thus Wir: 
ſhalt thou rejoice in hope, and look forward to the end Nb 
of life as the confummation of thy felicity. a f 

ALMET, in whoſe breaſt devotion kindled as he me 
ſpake, returned into the temple, and the roger de- for 
parted in peace. Pr 
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PROSPERITY AND ADVERSITY. | 


AN ALLEGORY. 


JROSPERITY and Adverſity, the daughters of 


Providence, were ſent to the houſe of a rich Phce- 


nician merchant, named Velaſco, whoſe reſidence was 


at Tyre, the capital city of that. kingdom. 

PROSPERITY, the eldeſt, was beautiful as the morn- 
ing, and chearful as the ſpring: but Adverſity was ſor- 
rowſul and ill-favoured., | 

VELASCO had two ſons, Felix and Uranio. They 
were both bred to commerce, though liberally educa- 
ted, and had lived together from their infancy, in the 
ſtricteſt harmony and friendſhip. But love, before 
whom all the affections of the ſoul are as the traces of 
a ſhip upon the ocean, which remain only for a mo- 
ment, threatened in an evil hour to ſet them at variance; 
for both were become enamoured with the beauties of 
Proſperity. The nymph, like one of the daughters of 
men, gave encouragement to them by turns; but to a- 
void a particular declaration, ſhe avowed a reſolution 
never to marry, unleſs her ſiſter, from whom, {ſhe ſaid, 
it was impoſſible for her to be long ſeparated, was mar- 
ried at the fame time. | p 

VELASsco, who was no ſtranger to the paſſions of 
his ſons, and who dreaded every thing from their vio- 
lence, to prevent ill conſequences, obliged them, by 
his authority, to decide their pretenſions by lot; each 
previouſly engaging in a folemn oath to marry the nymph 
that ſhould fall to his ſhare. The lots were according- 
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ly drawn, and Proſperity became the wiſe of Felix, and 
Adverſity of Uranio. 

SooN after the celebration of theſe nuptials Velaſco 
died, having bequeathed to his eldeſt ſon Felix the 
houſe wherein he dwelt, together with the greateſt pai 
of his large fortune and effects. 

Tae huſband of Proſperity was ſo tranſported with 
the gay diſpoſition and enchanting beauties of his bride, 


that he cloathed her in gold and filver, and adorned her 


with jewels of ineſtimable value. He built a palace 
for her in the woods; he made rivers in his gardens, 
and beautified their banks with temples and pavilions, 
He entertained at his table. the nobles of the land, de. 
lighting their ears with muſic, and their eyes with mag. 
nificence. But his kindred he beheld as ſtr.ngers, and 
the companions of his youth paſſed by him unregard: 
ed. . His brother alſo became hateful in his fight, and 
in proceſs of time he commanded the doors of his houſe 
to be ſhut againſt him. 

Bu as the ſtream flows from its channel and loſes 
itſelf among the vallies, unleſs confined by mounds, ſo 
alſo will the current of fortune be diſſipated, unlels 


bounded by oeconomy. In a few years the eſtate of 
Felix was waſted by extravagance, his-merchandize fail. 


ed him by-neglect, and his effects were ſeized by the 
mercileſs hands of creditors. He applied himſelf for 


ſupport to the nobles and great men whom, he ha! en: 
tertained and made preſents to, but his voice was as the 


voice of a ſtranger, and they remembered. not his face, 
The friends whom he had neglected derided him in 
their turn, his wife alſo inſulted him, and turned her 
back upon him and fled. Yet was hischeart ſo bewitch- 
ed with her ſorceries, that he purſued her with intrea. 


ties, till by her haſte to abandon him, her maſk fell off, 


FO {T7 STE: TG > 7 
and diſcovered to him a face as withered and deform- 
ed, as before it had appeared youthful and engaging. 
0 War became of him afterwards tradition does 
not relate with certainty. It is believed that he fled 
into Egypt, and lived precariouſly on the ſcanty bene- 

rolence of a few friends, who had not totally deſerted 
i him, and that he died in a ſhort time, wretched and an 
ieee. | 
b LE r us now return to Uranio, who, as we have al- 
ready obſerved, had been driven out of doors by his bro- 
ther Felix. Adverſity, though hateful to his heart, 
and a ſpectre to his eyes, was the conſtant attendant up- 
on his ſteps; and to aggravate his ſorrow, he received 
certain intelligence, that his richeſt veſſel was taken by 
a Sardinian pirate; that another was loſt upon the Ly- 
bian Syrtes, and, to compleat all, that the banker with 
whom the greateſt part of his ready money was entruſt- 
ed, had deſerted his creditors, and retired into Sicily. 
Collecting therefore the ſmall remains of his fortune, 
he bid adieu to Tyre, and, led by Adverſity through un- 
frequented roads and foreſts, overgrown with thickets, 
he came at laſt to a ſmall village at the foot of a moun- 
tain, Here they took up their abode for ſome time, 
and Adverſity, in return for all the anxiety he had ſuf- 
fered, ſoftening the ſeverity of her looks, adminiſtered 
to him the moſt faithful counſel; weaning his heart 
from the immoderate love of earthly things, and teach- 
ing him to revere the gods, and to place his whole truſt 
and happineſs in their government and protection, She 
humanized his ſoul, made him modeit and humble, 
taught him to compaſſionate the diſtreſies of his fellow 
creatures, and inclined him to relieve them, 
1 am ſent, ſays ſhe, by the gods to thoſe only whom 
they love: for I not only train them up by my ſevere 
diſcipline to ſuture glory, but alſo prepare them to re- 
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ceive with a greater reliſh all ſuck moderate enjoymenyMacc: 
as are not inconſiſtent with this probationary ſtate. pro 
the ſpider, when affailed, ſeeks ſhelter in its inmoſt web ter 
fo the mind which I afflict, contracts its wanderi 
thoughts, and flies for happineſs to itſelf. It was I whoWpy | 
raiſed the characters of Cato, Socrates, and Timoleon Mwhc 
to fo divine a height, and ſet them up as guides and nov 
examples to every future age. Proſperity, my ſmiling J 
but treacherous fiſter, too frequently delivers thoſe his 
whom ſhe has ſeduced to be ſcourged by her cruel fol. I ſtea 
lowers, Anguiſh and Deſpair; while Adverſity never a k 
fails to lead thoſe who will be inſtructed by her, to the his 
bliſsful habitations of Tranquillity and Content, Joy 

URANO liſtened to her words with great attention, I ed! 
and as he looked earneſtly on her face, the deformity of I ſen 
it ſeemed inſenſibly to decreaſe. By gentle degrees, gre 
his averſion to her abated; and at laſt he gave himſelf | 
wholly up to her counſel and direction. She would i anc 
often repeat to him the wiſe maxim of the philoſopher, I fici 
That thoſe who want the feweſt things, approach near. litt 
eſt to the gods, who want nothing.” She admoniſhed W wh 
him to turn his eyes to the many thouſands beneath day 
him, inſtead of gazing on the few who live in pomp I ing 
and ſplendour; and, in his addreſſes to the gods, in- an- 
ſtead of ſupplicating for riches and popularity, to pray He 
only for a virtuous mind, a quiet ſtate, an unblameable I ga! 
life, and a death full of good hopes. Wil 
FIN DING him every day to be more and more com- 2 © 
poſed and reſigned, though neither enamoured of her C 
face, nor delighted with her ſociety, ſhe at laſt addrefled I 19 
him 3n the following manner: 

As gold is purged and refined from droſs by the 
fire, ſo is Adverſity fent by Providence to try and im- 
prove the virtue of mortals. 'The end obtained, my 
taſk is finiſhed; and I now leave you, to go and give an 
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account of my charge. Tour brother, whoſe lot was 
Proſperity, and whoſe condition you ſo much envied, af- 
ter having experienced the error of his choice, is at laſt 
releaſed by death from the moſt wretched of Iives. Hap» 
py has it been for Uranio, that his lot was Adverſity, 
whom if he remembers as he ought, his life will be ho- 
nourable, and his death happy. 

As ſhe pronounced theſe words, ſhe vaniſhed from 
his ight. But though her features at that moment, in- 
ſtead of inſpiring their uſual horror, ſeemed to diſplap 
a kind of languiſhing beauty, yet as Uranio, in ſpite of 
his utmoſt efforts, could never prevail npon himſelf to 
love her, he neither regretted her departure, nor wiſh- 
ed for her return. But though he rejoiced in her ab- 
ſence, he treaſured up her counſels in his heart, and 
grew happy by the practice of them. 

HE afterwards betook himſelf again to ech 
and having in a ſhort time acquired a competency ſut- 
ficient for the real enjoyments of life, he retreated to a 
little farm, which he had bought for that purpoſe, and 
where he determined to continue the remainder of his 
days. Here he employed his time in planting, garden- 
ing, and huſbandry, in quelling all diſorderly paſhons, 
and in forming his mind by the leſſons of Adverſity. 
He took great delight in a little cell or hermitage in his 
garden, which ſtood under a tuft of trees, encompaſſed 
with eglantine and honey-ſuckles. Adjnining to it was 
a cold bath, formed by a ſpring iſſuing from a rock, and 
over the door was written in large characters the fol- 
lowing inſcription : 


Beneath this moſs-grown roof, within this cell, 
Truth, Liberty, Content, and Virtue dwell. 
Say, you who dare this happy place diſdain, 
What ſplendid palace boaſts ſo fair a train? 
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He lived to a good _ age, and died honoured and 
lamented, 
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TOW had the ſon of Jove mature, attained 

The joyful prime: when youth, elate and gay, 

Steps into life; and follows unreſtrained 
Where paſſion leads, or prudence points the way. 

In the pure mind, at thoſe ambiguous years, 
Or vice, rank weed, firſt ſtrikes her pois'nous root; 
Or haply virtue's op'ning bud appears 
By juſt degrees; fair bloom of faireſt fruit: 

For, if on youth's untainted thought impreſt, 

The gen'rous purpoſe ſtill ſhall warm the manly þ 


breaſt. Sere 

| 1 8 

N. Mor 

As on a day, reflecting on his age \ 


For higheſt deeds now ripe, Alcides ſought 
Retirement; nurſe of contemplation ſage; 
Step following ſtep, and thought ſucceeding thought: 
Muſing, with ſteady pace the youth purſued 
His walk; and loſt in meditation, ſtray'd 
Far in a lonely vale, with ſolitude 
Converſing: while intent his mind ſurvey'd 
The dubious path of life: before him lay 
Here virtue's rough aſcent, there pleaſure's flow'ry 
way. 


Much did the view divide his wavering mind: 
Now glow'd his breaſt with generous thirſt of fame, 
Now love of eaſe to ſofter thoughts inclin'd 
is yielding ſoul, and quench'd the riſing flame. 
When lo! far off two female forms he ſpies; 
Direct to him their ſteps they ſeem to bear: 
Both, large and tall, exceeding human ſize; 
Both, far exceeding human beauty, ſair. 
Graceful, yet each with different grace, they move, 


This, ſtriking ſacred awe; that, ſofter, winning love. 


IV. 


The firſt, in native dignity ſurpaſs'd; 
\rtleſs and unadorn'd ſhe pleas'd the more: 

Health o'er her looks a genuine luftre caſt ; 
A veſt, more white than new-fall'n ſnow, ſhe wore. 
Auguſt ſhe trod, yet modeſt was her air; 
derene her eye, yet darting heavenly fire. 
Still ſhe drew near; and nearer ſtill more fair, 
More mild appear'd: yet ſuch as might inſpire 
Pleaſure corrected with an awful fear; 
Majeſtically ſweet, and amiably ſevere. 


V. 


The other dame ſeemed ev'n of fairer hue; 
But bold her mien; unguarded rov'd her eye: 

And her fluſh'd cheeks confeſs'd at nearer view, 
Irbe borrow'd bluſhes of an artful dye, 
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All ſoft and delicate, with airy ſwim 
Lightly ſhe danced along ;, her robe betray'd 
Thro' the clear texture every tender limb, 
 Height'ning the charms it only ſeem'd to ſhade: 
And as it flow'd adown, ſo looſe and thin, 
Her ſtature ſhew'd more tall; more ſhowy white lis 
ſkin. 


VI. 


Oft with a ſmile ſhe view'd herſelf aſcance; 
En on her ſhade a conſcious look ſhe threw ; 
Ihen all around her caſt a careleſs glance, 

To mark what gazing eyes her beauty drew. 
As they came near, before that other maid 
Approaching decent, eagerly ſhe preſs'd 

With haſty ſtep; nor of repulſe afraid, 

With freedom bland the wond'ring youth addreſs'd. 


With winning fondneſs. on his neck the hung: Ple 
Sweet as the boney dew flow'd herenchanting tongue 
| | No 

VII. 

Le 


“ Dear Hercules, whence this unkind delay? 
Dear youth, what doubts can thus diſtract thy mind? V 

Securely follow, where I lead the way; | 
And range through wilds of pleaſure unconfin'd. 

With me retire from noiſe, and pain, and care, 
Embath'd in bliſs, and wrapt in endleſs eaſe: 

Rough is the road to fame, thro* blood and war; 
Smooth is my way, and all my paths are peace. 

With me retire from toils and perils free; I 
Leave honour to the wretch! pleaſures were made 

for thee, 
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VIII. 


Then will J grant thee all thy ſoul's deſire; 

All that can charm thine ear, and pleaſe thy ſight. 

All that thy thought can frame, or with n 

0 {teep thy raviſh'd ſenſes in delight. 

The ſumptuous feaſt, enhanc*'d with muſic's. found, 

itteft to tune the melting ſoul to love; 

Rich odours, breathing choiceſt ſweets around; 

The fragrant Bow'r, cool fountain, thady grove; 

Freſh flowers, to ftrew thy couch, andcrownthyhead; 

Joy ſhall attend thy ſteps, _ eaſe ſhall ſmooth thy 
bed. 


IX. 


Theſe will J, freely, conſtantly fuppty; 

Pleaſures not earn'd with toil nor mix'd with woe: 
Far from thy reſt repining want ſhall fly; 

Nor labour bathe in ſweat thy careful brow, 
Mature the copious harveſt ſhall be thine ; 

Let the laborious hind ſubdue the ſoil : 
Leave the raſh ſoldier ſpoils of war to win; 

Won by the ſoldier thou ſhalt ſhare the ſpoil; 
Theſe ſofter cares my bleſt allies employ, 
New pleaſures to invent; to wiſh, and to enjoy.“ 


R. 


Her winning voice the youth attentive caught; 
He gaz'd impatient on the ſmiling maid, 
Still gaz'd, and liſten'd: then ber name beſought : 
My name, fair youth, is Happineſs, ſhe ſaid, 
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Well can my friends this envy'd truth maintain: 
They ſhare my bliſs; they beſt can ſpeak my praiſe: 
Tho' Slander call me Sloth—detraction vain ! 
Heed not what Slander, vain detraCtor, ſays 
Slander ſtill prompt true merit to defame; 


To blot the brighteſt worth, and blaſt the faire 


name.” _w_ 
| . 0 
XI. Lov 
| | B 
By this, arriv'd the fair majeſtic maid: Her 
(She all the while, with the ſame modeſt pace, | 1 
Compos'd advanc'd) * Know, Hercules, ſhe ſaid F 
With manly tone, thy birth of heav'nly race; 
Thy tender age that lov'd inſtruction's voice, 
Promiſed thee generous, patient, brave, and wiſe; 
When manhood ſhall confirm thy glorious choice: 
Now expectation waits to ſee thee riſe: \ 
Riſe, youth! exalt thyſelf, and me: approve kn 2 
Thy high deſcent from heav'n; and dare be worthy : 
Jove. : 
; 
XII. 4 
; ( 
But what truth prompts, my tongue ſhall not dil. 17 
guiſe; 
The ſteep aſcent muſt be with toil ſubdu'd: 
Watching and cares mult win the lofty prize 
Propos'd by heav'n; true bliſs, and real good. 
Honour rewards the brave and bold alone; 
She ſpurns the timorous, indolent, and baſe: . 
Danger and Toil ſtand ſtern before his throne; 
And guard (ſo Jove commands) the ſacred place. % 


Who ſeeks her muſt the mighty coſt ſuſtain, 
And pay the price of fame; labour, and care, and 
pain. 
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XIII. 


Wouldſt thou engage the gods' peculiar care? 
) Hercules, th' immortal powers adore! 
wich a pure heart, with ſacrifice and pray'r 
\ttend their altars; and their aid implore, 
Or wouldſt thou gain thy country's loud applauſe, 
Lov'd as her father, as her god adot'd ? 
Be thou the bold affertor of her cauſe; 
Her voice in council; in the fight, her ſword. 
In peace, in war, purſue thy country's good: 
For her, bare "Y bold breaſt; and pour " generous 
blood. 


XIV, 


Wouldſt thou, to ſe” the proud and lift the oppreſt, 
In arts of war and matchleſs ſtrength excell? 

Firſt conquer thou thyſelf. To caſe, to reſt, 

0 each ſoft thought of pleaſure bid farewell, 

The night alternate, due to ſweet repoſe, 
In watches; weſte in painful march, the day: 

Congeal'd, amidſt the rigorous winter's ſnowsz 
Scorch'd, by the ſummer's thirſt-inflaming ray; 

Thy harden'd limbs ſhall boaſt ſuperior might: 

Vigour ſhall brace thine arm, reſiſtleſs in the fight. 


XV. 


Hearſt thou what monſters then thou muſt engage? 
What dangers, gentle youth, ſhe bids thee prove?“ 
(Abrupt ſays Sloth) Tl fit thy tender age, 

Tumult and wars; fit age, for joy and love. 
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Turn, gentle youth, to me, to love and joy! 
To theſeI lead: no monſters here ſhall ſtay 
Thine ealy courſe; no cares thy peace annoy: 
lead to bliſs a nearer, ſmoother way. 

Short is my way; fair, eaſy, ſmooth and plain; 

Turn, gentle youth! With me eternal pleaſurg 

reign.” 


XVI. 


c What pleaſures, vain miſtaken wretch, are thine 
(Virtue with ſcorn replied:) who ſleepft in eaſe 
Inſenſate; whoſe ſoft limbs the toil decline 
That ſeaſons bliſs, and makes enjoyment pleaſe. 
Draining the copious bowl, ere thirſt require; 
Feaſting, ere hunger to the feaſt invite: | 
Whoſe taſteleſs joys anticipate defire, ET 


Whom luxury ſupplies with appetite: . 
Yet nature loaths; and you employ in vain \ 


Variety and. art to conquer her diſdain, 
£2421 . 


The ſparkling nectar, cool'd with ſummer ſnows; 
The dainty board with choiſeſt viands ſpread, . 

To thee are taſteleſs all! fincere repoſe 
Flies from thy flow'ry couch and downy bed: 

For thou art only tir'd;with indolence: 

Nor is thy fleep with toil and labour bought, 

The imperfect fleep that lulls thy languid ſenſe 
In dull oblivious interval of thought: * 
That kindly ſteals th' inactive hours away = 
From the long, ling'ring ſpace, that lengthens ou + 

the day. ice 
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XVIII. 


From bounteous nature's unexhauſted ſtores 
Flows the pure ſountain of fincere delights: 

Arerſe to her, you waſte the joyleſs hours; 
Sleep drowns thy days, and riot rules thy nights, 
Immortal tho' thou art, indignant Jove 


Eurl'd thee from heav'n, the immortal? bliſsful place; 


For ever baniſn'd from the realms above, 

lo dwell on earth, with man's degenerate race: 
Fitter abode! On earth alike diſgrac'd; 
Rejected by the wife, and by the fool embrac'd 


XIX. 


Fond wretch, that vainly weeneſt all delight 
o gratiſy the ſenſe reſerv'd for thee! 
Yet the moſt pleaſing object to the ſight, 

Thine own fair action, never didſt thou ſee. 
Tho” Iull'd with ſofteſt founds thou lieſt along; 

Soft muſick, warbling voices, melting lays; 
Ne'cr didſt thou hear, more ſwezt than ſweeteſt ſong; 
harming the ſoul, thou ne er didſt hear thy praiſe. 
No to thy revels let the foot repair: 
To ſuch, go ſmooth thy ſpeech, and ſpread thy 

empting fnare. 


« 


XX. 


Vaſt happi ery enjoy thy gay allics! 
\ youth, of ſollies; and old age, of cares; 
Toung, yet enervate; old, yct never wiſe; 
ice waſtes their Vigour, and their mind impairs, 
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Vain, idle, delicate, in thoughtleſs eaſe, 
Reſerving woes for age, their prime they ſpend; 
All wretched, hopeleſs, in the evil days 
With ſorrow to the verge of life they tend, 
_ Griev'd, with the preſent, of the paſt, aſham'd: 

They live, and are deſpis'd: they die, nor more arc 8 


nam'd. F; 
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But with the gods, and god-hke men I dwell : hat 
Me, bis ſupreme delight, tl almighty Sire 'Þ 
Regards well pleas'd: whatever works excell, Py 


All or divine or human, I inſpire 

Council with ſtrength, and induſtry with art, 
In union meet conjoin'd, with me reſide: 

' My dictates arm, initruct, and mend the heart; 


The ſureſt policy, the wiſeſt guide. Hi 
With me, true friendſhip dwells; ſhe deigns to bind; 
Thoſe generous ſouls alone, whom I before hae n 

join'd. f el 

| Thi 

XXII. bo 

| dlo 
Nor nee my friends the various coſtly feaſt; WM 

Hunger to them th'effects of art ſupplies — *7 
Labour prepares their weary limbs to reſt; 50 


Sweet is their ſleep: light, chearful, ſtrong, they riſe: 
Thro' health, thro” jov, thro” pleaſure and renown, 
They tread my paths; and by a ſoft deſcent, 
At length to age all gently nking down, 
Look back with tranſport on a life well - ſpent: 
In which, no hour flew unimprov'd away; 
In which, ſome generous deed diſtinguiſh'd ere 
day. 
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XXIII. 
And when, the deſtin'd term at length complete, 
heir aſhes reſt in peace; eternal fame | 
Sounds wide their praiſe; triumphant over ſate, 

1 facred ſong, for ever lives their name. 

This, Hercules, is happineſs! obey 
fr voice, and live. Let thy celeſtial birth 

Lift, and enlarge, thy thoughts. Behold the way 
hat leads to fame; and raiſes thee ſrom'earth 
Immortal! Lo, I guide thy ſteps. Ariſe, 

Purſue the glorious path; and claim thy native 

ſcies.“ | 


XXIV. 


Her words breathe fire ccleſtial, and import 
Wy vigour to his ſoul, that ſudden caught 5 
be generous flame: with great intent his heart 

ells full; and labours with exalted thought: 

The miſt of error from his eyes diſpell'd, 

rough all her freavdful arts in cleareſt light 

Sloth in her native form he now beheld ; 

rcil'd, ſhe ſtood confeſs'd before his fight: 

Filſe 8yren!—All her vaunted charms that ſhone 

50 freſh erewhile, and fair: now wither'd, pale, and 
; gone, | 


XXV. 


ſo more, the roſy bloom in ſweet diſguiſe 

55 her diſſembled looks: each borrow'd grace 

ares her wan cheek; pale ſickneſs clouds her eyes 
and ſunk, and paſſions dim her face. 


3 
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As when fair Iris has a while diſplay'd 
Her watry arch, with gaudy painture gay; 
While yet we gaze, the glorious colours fade, 
And from our wonder gently ſteal away: | 
Where {hone the beauteous phantom erſt ſo bright 
Now lowers the low-hung cloud; all gloomy tot 
ſight. | | 


XXVI. 


But Virtue more engaging, all the while. 
Diſclos'd new charms; more lovely, more ſerene, 
Beaming ſweet influence. A milder ſmile 

Softeir'd the terrors of her lofty mien. 
« Lead, goddeſe, I am thine!” tranſported cryd ee. 


Aleides: © Proitious pow'r, thy Way ne 
1 7 ; Io. 
Teach me polivis my ſoul; be thou my guide: ““ 
From iht O never, never Jet me ſtray!” rekt 


lant thus the youth his vows addreſs; “ 
all the goddeſs fill'd, already glow'd his h 


XXVII. 901 


The heav'nly maid, with ſtrength divine endui Hf 


His daring ſoul; there all her pow'rs combin'd: Nn 
Firm conſtancy, undaunted fortitude, 2 {a 
Enduring patience, arm'd his mighty mind. ON 
Unmov'd in toils, in danyers undiſmay'd 0 
By many a hardy deed and bold emprize, wa 
From fierceſt monſters, through her pow'rſul al falle 
He frecd the carth: thro? her he gain'd the fits. and 
"PF was Virtue plac'd him in the bleſt abode; + 


Crown'd with cternal youth; amongſt the 9 


God. | relied 
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MONG the various complaints, by which man- 
kind difcover, at once, both their imperfections 

1d unhappineſs, there are none more common than 
hat they {till meet with vexation and difappointment, 
ow cautious ſoever they may be to prevent them. 
They ſeem mighty well inclined to remove all blame 
om themſelves, and are not unwilling ſometimes to 
ccuſe Providence in the government * the world, 
rich they think might be managed to much better 
drantage. They would have the order of things in- 
zerted, and even the very elements ſubtervient to their 
lenſure, which, perhaps, is placed only in ſome vain 
magination, or irregular caprice. The truth is, we 
re very apt to deceive ourſelves by purſuing every 
ole defire and wandering appetite, and while we think 
we are laying a ſure foundation of happineſs, for want 
tf ſufficient knowledge, we ſpend our whole labour in 


ain, and build all cur hope upon the uncertain object 


dt fancy, Thus we reject the natural and proper ſa- 


erolity; and embrace luxury, treachery, ambition, co- 
etouſneſd; yet ſometimes even in the purſuit of theſe 


and we are led by an unſeen power to the enjoyment 
of our trueſt good, and real happineſs. 
As I was carried by a courſe of thinking into theſe 


hich was open in ſummer, accompanied with a num - 


elections, the moon began to ſhine into my window, 


* 


Slciions of our kind, temperance, faith, honeſty, ge- 


falle images of happineſs, our better genius prevails, 
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terteſs varicty of twinkling ſtars, which diffuſed they 


\ 
beams all over the firmament. The filent majeſty d : 
the night, and the fulneſs of the moon, together vi / 
thoſe innumerable drops of light, which ſeem to iff +: 
ſcattered through the infinite ſpaces of the ſkies, in o 
kind of beautiful confuſion, filled my mind with an? b 
greeable admiration of the Deity. = 

As I contemplated the ſtillneſs of the night, , 2 
the ſilence and repoſe which were diffuſed over all th; jc 
wide proſpect, I was inſenſibly ſeized with a gent a 
flumber, in which J had the following viſion: g 

I FrounD myſelf upon an high hill, around which v 
was the moſt beautiful proſpect I had ever ſeen. T 
country all about was cultivated in the beſt manner f. 


and diſtinguiſhed with gardens, vineyards, olive-y arb a: 
and fields of ripe corn ſcattered up and down in t ſc 
valleys; and, by the fide of hills, were villages witi i «: 
great many churches and temples of religion: at er 
diſtance as far as I could ſee, was the ocean: upward h 
from which my eye followed a large navigable rive ec 
and upon its banks an imperial city adorned win 
towns, temples, and lofty palaces. 

I Hab immediately a great inclination to go for 
ward to that beautiful city, which ſeemed to be th 
queen of many nations. Before me, at the bottom d 
the hill were three ways, one on the right hand, whid 
led down through rows of gay flouriſhing lime: tre 
into a flowery meadow, which ſeemed to be extendel 
as far as I could fee. On the left hand, exactly opy 
ſite to the former, was another path, which ſeem? 
pretty much uſed, and yet was horrid, and rough vi 
thorns and briars, which were laid over the way. Roci 
and precipices, dark caves and frightful paſtages, ſeen 
ed to make a journey that way very uncomfortabl 
Strait before me was the third road, not ſo wide at 
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two former, nor ſo much ufed, which yet ſeemed to 


lead directly to the city whither I was deſirous to go. 
As I was very anxious which of the three ways to 
take, I ſaw, at a diſtance, in the ſtrait road, a perſon 
of a good appearance, whom I did not yet diſcover to 
be man or woman. As I drew nearer, I found ſhe 
was of the female ſex; ſhe walked ſlowly, and with 
an even compoſed pace. Her mien was noble and ma- 
jeſtic, her dreſs neither mean nor pompous: ſhe wore 


| along white gown flowing down to her feet; it was 
gathered to her waiſt with a purple zone, and faſtened 


with a buckle of gold; her habit was healthful, her 
look ſerene, with a mixture of gentleneſs and ſeverity, 
ſuch as the old poets have deſcribed in Minerva, Her 
arms, one of which was all bare, had neither a deiicate 
ſoftneſs nor a diſagreeable roughneſs, but were round 
and ſtrong, and ſeemed as if they were ſometimes ex- 
exciſed in labour. Her hair was gathered behind her 
head in a knot, and the ends that were not bound floss: 
ed lootely down, and juſt fell on the top of her ſhoul- 
ders; ſhe had the parazonium in her right-hand, and 


a golden bridle and a pair of compattes of the fame me- 


tal in her left. I felt myſelf ſurprized with an inex- 
preſſible pleaſure, and that kind of reverence, which 
is mixt with joy and approbation, at the preſence ot 
this amiable lady. I attempted to ſpeak, but was ſei- 
zed with a trembling fear which ſtopped my tongue, 


when Virtue, for now I knew her by her dreſs and aw- 


tul behaviour, perceiving the condition I was in, 
gracefully advancing prevented me, and ſpoke after 


this manner: . | 


I Kxow, ſays ſhe, you are going to the Temple of 
Contentment, though your curioſity leads you to that 
city which you ſee before you at a diſtance, I faw you 
coming down the hill and made haſte to you leſt you 
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ſhould have taken either of the other ways, which 
would have diſappointed you. That way, continued 
me, pointing to the left-hand, * leads to Danger, 
through gloomy vales and rugged paſſages; thither the 
malicious, wrathful, and thoſe who are hurried by vi- 
olent paſſions are carried; and that way too Mclay. 
choly brings her votaries to the regions of Deſpair, 
This way, pointing to the right, Pleaſure, with Gaiety, 
Luxury, and Laſciviouſneſs, leads through ſmiling 
groves, and walks firewed with flowers. The begin. 
ning is pleaſant, but the end deſtructive. It leads to 
a large circle, through mazes and labyrinths, and at 
length comes into thoſe diſmal places whither the left 
hand way goes by a ſhorter journey. Pleaſure herſclf 
uſually fits at the entrance, and intices the imprudent 
and unwary by fair promiſes and alluring ſpeeches; 
ſhe has a thouiand arts of deceit, by which ſhe courts 
men to their deſtruction. She is familiar and bold witi 
theſe whom the thinks ſhe can conquer, but dares net 
attempt the wiſe and coniiderate, among whom I am 
glad to find you are chuſing the middle way to Con: 
tentment. Fere an authority with which ſhe ſpoke, 
and a conſciouſneſs of my own imperſeCtions, increat- 
ed my fear, which gave her occaſion to proceed thus: 
be not ſurprifcd, ſaid ſhe, nor fear any thing from me; 


am the fiſter of that Religion which came from hea: 


ven about two thouſand years ago to teach mankind 
the way thither. It is for her Jam here, to ſhew you 
the way to happineſs, follow me, and though you 
will mect with ſome difficulties, be aſſured you ſhall o- 
vercome them all, and find your journey eaſy and de- 
lightſul: © her ways are ways of pleaſantneſs, and al 
* her paths are peace.” By this time I began to reco- 
ver myſelf, and take pleaſure in the converſation oi 
my amiable companion, Aud now the birds began te 
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ſing, the ſcy was clear, and the heat of the ſun was ſe- 
[cluded by high trees, which over-ſhaded the walk. 


er, 
he DAs we went along I began to ſhew ſome inclination 
„ of going towards tae right-hand, farther into the grove, 
„ hen my guide, looking ſeriouſſy upon me with ſome 
1. Nooncern, bid me beware of going too far that way ar 
* jone, for it would lead me down to the paths of Pica- 
„ure; but if I had a great deſire of ſeeing a little farther 


into the grove, ſhe would attend me willingly. As 
ſhe ſaid this ſhe led me down a long walk, at the end 
os which was a marble ſtatue with two faces, one look- 
ing each way; this ſhe told me was Indiſference, and 
| here, lays ſte, we muſt ſtop. Then, pointing with 
her hand, ſhe ſhewed me, at a diſtance, a riſing ground 
ſit out in gravel walks and parterres, with founiains 
between, and rows of trees all around. Soft breezes 
ed fiveet ofours all over the pace, and little Cu- 
pids flew over the walke, or lay hid among the flow- 
ers. In the middle was a Ong man dreſled fantaſti- 
cally with ſilk and nbbons; his head ves crowned 
with a chaplet of flowers, awd he was followed by 

company of beautiful nymphs, dancing diſorderly to 
ſoſt airs and wanton muſick, They did not continue 
long, but went off into the walks, which led into the 
rale of Pleaſure. I would fain have followed them, 
but my guide ſnatched me by the arm, led me back a- 
gain; and croiling the middle way, we deicended in- 
to a cloſe valley ſurrounded with black woods, at the 
further end of which was a dark cave, which nature 
had formed out of the hanging rocks, that ſeemed to 
have their tops broken and ready to fall; at the other 
end of this diſmal cavern, where. we came again into 
(pe: air, was a vaſt lake, whoſe waters were black and 
immoveable. And now, methought, the face of nature 

vas changed on a ſudden; the 58 winds whiſtled 
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among the broken rocks, and inſtead of that pleafny 

brightneſs and ſunſhine which I obſerved before, the 

moon now was {cated high in her meridian, and pay 

an obſcure light, which was partly ſtopped, and part 

admitted, through the cloyſters of an old ruined mo 

naſtery. Under the cloyſters I ſaw a woman in the 
dreis and habit of a nun, fitting upon a grave- ſtone; 
ſhe bad her eyes fixed upon a little ſtream, which mut. 
mured at her feet, and ſeemed as if ſhe liſtened to the 
toiling of a bell, which was heard from a great way of 
over the long Jake. I could not obſerve that ſhe me. 
ved at all, but fat in the fame poRure all the while we 
walked by, without taking any notice of us; I was 
much concerned, and had not my guide reproved me, 
I th;nk I ſhould have ſat down, and ſtaid with her; 
who, taking me by the hand, led me back again into 
the ſame place, in the middle way, from whence we 
firſt declined. She ſaw I was ſolicitous to know what 
could be the meaning of ſuch exceſſive joy in one place, 
and ſo much ſadneſs in the other; and after ſhe had 
given me ſuch marks of favour, as might encourage me 
to hear her with attention, ſhe thus began: 

THAT perſon, ſays ſhe, whom we ſaw firſt, attend; 
ed with nymphs, with ſo much jollity and wanten 
mirth, was Gaicty; the ſorrowful perſon was Melan- 
caoly, They are neither of them, you ſee, far remo- 
ved from the way that leads to Contentment. 

Bor the former is apt to run too far in the paths 
of Plcaſure, and when once he gets beyond the tem- 


ple that had this inſcription over the entrance, © To 


the unknown God,“ he fergets Religion, without 
which it is impoſſible ever to arrive at Contentment, 


and derfates into Atheiſm. 


MELANCHOLY, on the other hand, is full of Su- 
p<ritition, and by the force of a certain gloomineſs cf 
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temper is ſometimes ſeen to wander farther into the 
horrors of the wood, towards the manſions of Enthuſi- 
aſm; and contrary to Atheiſm (who believes nothing 
is to be attributed to God and Providence) continually 
ſills her imagination with ghaſtly ſpectres, and hideous: 
forms of Deity, and will ſometimes torture herlelt, as 
if ſhe theugbi the Supreme Being was delighted with 
the unhappineſs of his creatures. But do you, fays ſhe, 
(booking ſtedfaſtly upon me) remember, that though 
theſe two different ways ſeem not much ſeparated from 
the middle path of Virtue, yct they lead to places very 
far diſtant, and both at laſt end in miſery. * Search 
your own heart diligently, and think often upon theſe 
„things. 1 ſec you have that ſocial principle ſtrong- 
« ly impreſſed upon your mind of being pleaſed with 
« accommodating yourſelf to the genius and inclina- 
* tions of others, and being moved with correſpon— 
« dent diſpoſitions; but even this, however good in 
* jt{elf, and though it be the ſource of much ſatisfac- 


| © tion, mult yet be 1 tempered and well- re- 


« gulated, leſt by increaſing your pleaſures it confound 


“your reaſon. Have courage therefore (ſays ſhe, rai- 


„fing her voice) and throw away both your having 
too great cor plaiſanee in being joined with others 


in their mirth and plcaſures, and alſo all immo- 


a ee concern for their misfortunes, and take 
care of your own ſteps, while you tollow me up this. 


* ilk.” 

WITH thefe words e I reſolv od to ſollow,, 
though the way ſeemed very ſteep and difficult. Aſter 
aihort labour at the beginning, and as ſoon as I had 
reſigned myſelf to my guide with a willing reſolution 
to climb up the hill, I perceived myſelf more eaſy than 
before, and trod as it were upon a plain; when lifting 
up my eyes, I found the mountain was removed. Net 
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ſar before us the Temple of Contentment roſe upon 1 
row of marble pillars of the Doric order. As ye 
approached the temple I was touched with a ſecret 
pleaſure and ſatisfaction, which I had never felt before: 
(t was greater than you receive from reading the ver. 
ſes of Homer, Virgil or Milton, and more than is per: 
ceived in the ſublime demonſtrations of Newton.) 
The Temple itſelf was fituate on a riſing ground, and 
every thing about it was filled with the moſt agreea- 
ble delight. The trees were intermixt in the plaius 
without any order, but that in which nature had plant. 
ed them, while the little birds ſung on their branches, 
and clear rivulets watered their roots. The ſun ſhone 
with an unuſual brightneſs, and varied the trees with 
a chearful verdure. There was a ſquare court befote 
the temple, and on each fide a walk, which faced the 
{ront of a ſtatue of white marble; on the left-hand was 
Exerciſe with a bow in her hand, and a quiver full cf 
arrows at her ſhoulder. On the right-hand was the 
ſtatue of Contemplation; her looks were erected to- 
wards heaven, and in her hand was a large book, and 
upon the back of it was written in letters of gold,“ The 
« Bible.” Over the door of the temple was this in- 
ſcription, © In the firſt place worthip God” through 
the veſtibule we came into a large round hail; the walls 
were white and clean, but unadorned. At a conve- 
nient diſtance were placed here alſo two other ſtatues 
of white marble, one of Wiſdom, the other of Good- 
nature. A marble arch divided this room from the 
next, which formed another front to the temple ; over 
the arch was written in golden letters, * Know thy- 
« ſelf;” over the door of the front I alſo read, “ Dare 
ce {tranger to deſpiſe riches.” As I was ſtanding be- 
fore this front, which lay open as the other to a large 
ſquare court, I ſpi-. i od man with a great number 


n Yo Tm 1 + 5 nm 
of begs under his arm, ſome were faſtened to his gir- 


dle, with the weight of which he could ſcarce walk. 
His countenance was much diſtorted with care and 
anxiety. He came ſlowly forward, and as he drew 
near 1 perceived him to be Covetouſneſs; and as he 
ſtood ata ſmall diſtance from the door he looked up with 
pain and read the inſcription, which he had no ſooner 
done, than I obſerved his viſage was diſtorted into a 
thouſand horrid forms; and after having carefully 
ccunted all his bags, and tied them faſter, he went a- 
way with great uneaſineſs. As the old man was go- 
ing cff, he was met by another pale man, and almoſt 
naked, except only a few tattered rags which were tied 
about his waiſt. His name was Poverty. He caſt an 


envious look upon the old man with his bags, and with- 


out coming any nearer to the temple, went back into 
the gloomy vale of Deſpair. The next that appeared 
was a very beautiful lady in a gilt coach with fix very 


fine horſes; ſhe was dreſt in a rich brocade with dia- 


mends and jewels; ſhe was of mean extraction, but had 
married a duke for the ſake of his title; her name was 


Pride, She cffered herſelf very graceſully to a vene- | 
rable old man who ſtood on that fide of the temple to 


admit ſtrangers. He deſired her to diſmiſs her atten- 
dants, and further explained to her the uſeful inſcripti- 


on written over the arch within the temple, Upon 


this, caſting a ſcornſul ſmile, ſhe ordered her ccach- 
man to drive away. To this ſucceeded three female 
companions; they advanced with equal ſteps, and ſeem- 
ed to have the fimilitude of liſters. Their geſture was 
decent and compoſed, their countenances open and ea- 
lr, and their whole behaviour graceful and amia- 
ble; one of them had a cornucopiæ in her hand, and 
was called Benevolence; the other two were 'Fempe- 
Ruce and Chearituineſls, They deſired admittance with 
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a peculiar modeity, and a certain air of ſatisfaction 
which ſhewed they could not be refufed: according. 
ly they went into tae Temple, and were placed among 
the few who had been before admitted. Here I fel 
an unſpeakable ſatisfaction, which ariſing from the 
ſource of my own happineſs, and of thoſe who were 
with me in the Temple, broke forth into the following 
rhapſody: 
Harl. happy fields! Delightful . Fit manſi- 
ons of the good and wife! And you ye ſacred groves, 
all bail! Gladly I now approach your peaceful thades, 
and tread your bliſsful walks with ſecret *. y while in 
deep contemplation, calm and compoſed, yet with ſoſt | 
| raptures filled, in thought ferene, I view an unmixed ff | 
beauty diffuſed over all your regions, and reſlecting on , 
the gladneſs you inſpire, adore the genius of the place. e 
Hail ſovereign good! Supreme cauſe! Sole author and, 
creator of whatever is good and amiatle! Thyſelf all ; 
love! who deigneſt to unveil thyſelf here in thy works, £ 
and with communicated grace makeitevery thing ſeem N h. 
lovely. From thee the clear tranſparent ſtreams flow fe 
down the hills, watering the fruitful plains; the trees 5 
from thee receive their various green, ſmiling with 
chearful verdure, whilſt innumerable birds fing joyous 
in the branches. The groves reſound with harmony! 
The heavens ſhed down their pureſt influence! and 
vernal airs awakening all the ſecret powers of nature, 
unfold the ſweiling buds, and fill the heart of man and 
beaſt with gladneſs! Great light of heaven! Thou i- 
mage of original brightneſs! How gladly I behold thy 
beams! With what amazing progreſs doſt thou ſpread 
invigorating heat and genial life, widely diffuſed throvgl 
all thy ſpacious ſyſtems! and, like the all- bounteous 
mind that formed thee, poureſt thy ſoft light and kind: 
ly warmth on all! The juſt and unjuſt alike partake thy 
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beams, yet with different effects; by theſe thy beau- 
ties are unſeen, thy charms unfelt, while thoſe exalted 
by thy all- enlivening rays, aſcend to heaven their pro- 
per ſeat, and viewing the eternal ſpring of light, con- 
feſs their beams derived from thence, and own with 
joy thine and their great creator. Hail ſovereign 
good! Supreme cauſe! with thee my thoughts begin, 
with thee ſhall end; for they too are derived from 
thee, thy workmanſhip, almighty artift! Thou author 
and diſpoſer of mankind! Thee they acknowledge and 


| invoke, owning thy power as univerſal as thy good- 
| neſs; who through the dark and intricate ways of this 


frail ſtate leadeſt us to life immortal! Thy providence 
is conſpicuous in the order of the world, where each 
thing well proportioned agrees in the ſame deſign, 
conſpiring to promote the beauty and perfection of the 
whole. Thou unconfined to place, giveſt grace and 
harmony to all things; this univerſal frame, this ſpa- 
cious world, thy Temple; in a ſmall part of which 
beautcous, though {mall, thou haſt placed man, thy in - 
ferior prieſt, to offer up his joyful praiſe, and moved 
with gratitude to adore thy goodneſs; till raiſed by 


| thy ail-forming care, and cheriſhed by thy bounteous 


favour, he, by degrees, advances in an higher place, 

ſtill rifing nearer to perfection; whilſt fitly, with juſt 

order and unerring laws, thou diſtributed to him here 
the various ſorts of pain and pleaſure, till chaſtened 

and fubdued to purer joys, he may, at laſt, be attracted 

to thyſelf, and ſatisfied with thy perfections, “ For in 

thy preſence is fulneſs of joy, and at thy right- hand 
* are pleaſures for evermore.“ 
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Rich merchant had an only ſon, whom he moſt 
tenderly loved; he was educated with the ut- 
molt care, and nothing was neglected to render kim 
perfectly accompliſhed. The education of this youth 


being nearly finiſhed, he formed a reſolution to travel, 


“% My ſon,” ſaid his father to him one day, © Conſider, 
ce that among all the wants of mankind, that of a friend 
c is moſt deſirable. Prodigality may deprive us of 
© our riches, a reverſe of fortune may tumble the mot 
« powerful into adverſity; but death alone can deprive 
« us of a friend: A friend is an acquiſition that no 
human power can deprive us of: If you can but find 
one friend in the courſe of your life, you will fnd 
« a moit valuable treaſure. I defire alſo, my ſon, that 
© you will viſit every part of the world, travelling wil 
ce furniſh you with the only experience; the more we 
& ſee of mankind, the better we are qualified to live 
% amongſt them. The world is a large volume, that 
« will inſtruct thoſe who know how to read in it. lt 
« js a faithful mirror, that preſents to our view those 
ce objects that will give us inſtruction. Go, my fon, 
« but remember in yqur voyage to make the acquif- 
tion of a true friend. For this you may ſacrifice 
ce the moſt valuable articles you poſſeſs.” | 
TEE young man took leave of his father, and went 
to viſit a country at a {mall diſtance from his own; 
where he continued but a ſhort time, and then return 
ed to his father. © I am amazed, my ſon,” ſaid tix 


te 
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old gentleman, “ that you ſhould make ſo ſpeedy a re- 
« turn.” —** You commanded me,” replied the ſon, 
« to go in ſearch of a friend, and I have found fifty of 
(6 them, who are models of the molt perfect friend- 
« ſhip.” 

« My ſon,” replied the merchant, © do not trifle 
« with a name ſo ſacred: Do you forget what the Per- 
„ fan poet ſaid upon this occaſion? Speak not in praiſe 
« of your friend till you have proved bim. It is an 
extraordinary character, and molt of thoſe who pre- 
e tend to this ſacred title, wear only the maſk of friend - 
« ſhip; they reſemble a cloud that is diſperſed by the 
„ ſmalleſt rays of the ſun; they behave to thoſe whom 
they pretend to eſteem as a toper would to a flaſłk of 
„vine; fo long as it contains any of the enchanting 
liquor, it is embraced with ardour, but as ſoon as it is 
© empty it is thrown under the table: I am of opinion 
© that the friends, whom you ſeem to entertain fo ex- 
% alted an opinion of, bear ſome reſemblance to thoſe 
J have been deſcribing.” 

© FATHER,” rephed the young man, © your-ſuſ- 
e picions are unjuſt; thoſe whom I look upon as my 
friends, are ſuch as would aſſiſt me in my adverſity,” 

«I nave lived ſeventy years,” replied the mer- 
chant, © I have experienced good and bad fortune, 


*and in ſuch a long courſe of years have hardly been a- 
«© ble to find a ſingle friend; how happens it that at 


„your age, and in ſo ſhort a time, you ſhould have 
4 found fifty *—Learn of me the knowledge of man- 
«* kind.” 

THE merchant then killed a ſheep, conveyed it in- 


to a bag, and beſmeared his ſon's cloaths with the 
blood of the animal; thus every thing being in readi- 


neſs for the deſigu he had formed, he propoſed to car- 


138 VISIONS AND AI. LE CORIES 


ry it into execution in the night. He took the bay 
which contained the body of the ſheep, and put it on 
his fon's ſhoulders, whom he alſo inſtructed what t 
fay upon the occaſion. | 
Tus young gentleman knocked at the door of one 
of his fifty friends, who opened it, and demanded the 
ſubject of his viſit. It is in misfortune only,“ repli. 
ed the ſon of the merchant, © that we can have an op. 
5 portunity of proving our friends. I have often told 
6 you of the enmity that has ſubſiſted between my ta 
« mily and that of a noble lord. Chance brought uz 
ce together in a retired place; hatred induced us bot) 
& to draw our {words; I ran him through the body, 
&© and he expired at my feet, Fearing that the off. 
« cers of juſtice ſhould purſue me, I have brought hi; 
«© body, which is in the bag on my ſhoulder, and en. 
treat the favour of you to let me conceal it in your 
& houſe till the clamour fhall a little fubſide.” „ Ny 
“% houfe is ſo ſmall, replied his friend with an air cf 
«© chagrin and embarrafiment, it will hardly contain 
te the living that inhabit it, and therefore I cannot find 
room for the dead. Beſides, continued he, every one 
& js acquainted with the hatred that ſubſiſted between 
“ you and the nobleman whom you have killed, anc 
& therefore they will readily conclude that you are the 
&« author of his death: And as it is publickly known 
ce that we are particular friends, they will naturally 
come to ſearch my houſe: It would do you no ſer— 
vice for me to plunge myſelf into your misfortune, 
« and ay the good that I can do you is to keep the ſe· 
Scorer.” | 
THE young man made ſeveral trials, but to no pur- 
poſe; at length deſpairing of ſucceſs with this ingrate, 
he went ſucceſſively to all the fifty perſons from whoſe 
friendſnip he had promiſed himſelf every — he 
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ſhould aſk, and fiſty times he received the ſame kind 


of treatment. | 
« You ſee, my ſon,” ſaid the merchant to him, 


„how little we can rely upon mankind! What is be- 


«come of the zeal of thoſe, whoſe praiſes you have fo 
© pompouſly dwelt upon? See how they deſert youwhen 
« ycu have needof their aſſiſtance. I will now-thew you 
« the difference between one friend that I have found, 


«and the fifty which you have precured.” He then 


went to the door of the perſon, whom he had men - 
tioned to his ſon as a model of perfect friendſhip, 
and told him the pretended misfortune that had hap- 
pened to his ſon. * Oh! thrice happy day,” eried 
the old man, © that ſurniſhes me with an opportunity 
i of ſhewing my attachment to you; by relying upon 
„me, you make me happy; my houſe is wholly at 


your ſervice, and were it at the utmoſt hazard of my 


life, I could joyfully do any thing to ſerve you.” 
Tas merchant, aſter returning thanks to his friend 
for theſe generous offers, told him that all he had been 
relating to him was a tale, invented only as a leflan for 
his ſon, to teach him how to diſtinguiſh between a real 
and a pretended friend. 
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eU f CHD ENS th SHOES CRANE 2240S 
ALIBAUSTue PERSIAN. 


HA-ABBAS, king of Perſia, was determined 

to remove himſelf a while from his court and 

to go privately through the country, that he might be- 
hold the people in their natural fimplicity and liberty, 
He tock only one courtier with him, to whom he ſaia, 
I am ignorant of the real manners of men, every 
thing that approaches me is diſguifed: it is art, and 
cc not nature, that we fee in courts: I am therefore 
„ reſolved to know what a rural life is, to ſtudy that 
© kind of men who are ſo much deſpiſed, but who yet 
„ ſeem to be the prop cf human ſociety; I am weary 
of ſeeing nothing but ccurtiers, who obſerve me on- 
6 ly to over-reach me with their flatteries; I muſt go 
& {ee the labourers and ſhepherds who do not know 
« me.” With this reſolution he ſet out, and paſſed 
with his confident through ſeveral country villages, 
where he faw the inhabitants dancing and playing, and 
enjoying their innocent diverſions, and was extremely 
well pleaſed to obſerve ſuch cheap and tranquil plea 
fures at ſuch a diſtance from court. Being one cay 
very hungry with a long walk, he put in for dinner at 
one of theſe humble cottages; but he then thought 
their coarſe food more agreeable to the palate, than all 
the exquiſite diſhes which were ſcrved at his own ta- 
ble. As he was croſſing a flowery meadow, watered 
with a ſmall rivulet, he perceived a young ſhepherd 
beneath the ſhade of an elm, playing on a pipe near his 
feeding flock. Upon enquiry he found his name was 
Alibæus, whoſe parents lived in a village hard by. He 
was beautiful, but not effeminate; lively, but not wild; 
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unconſcious of his own charms; never dreaming, that 
in any reſpect, . he differed from the ſhepherds around 
him, though without education his reaſon had enlarged 
itſelf in a ſurpriſing manner. The king, having en- 
tered into converſation with him, was charmed with 
his diſcourſe, for by him he was freely informed of 
ſome things concerning the ſtate of the people, which 
a king cannot learn from the crowd of flatterers that 
ſurround him. Sometimes he would ſmile at the in- 
genuous ſimplicity of the youth, who ſpoke out his 
mind, without ſparing any one in his anſwers. © I 
« fee plainly, ſays the monarch, turning to the cour- 
tier, that nature is no leſs pleaſing in the loweſt, 
© than the higheſt ſtate of life: never did a prince's 
© ſon appear more amiable than this young man who 
© now follows the ſheep. Who would not be happy, 
« had they a ſon ſo beautiful, ſo lovely, and ſo ſenſi- 
ble as this youth? I am reſolved his mind ſhall be 
« duly improved by a polite and liberal education. 
ACCORDINGLY the king took Alibzus along with 
him; he was taught to read, write and ſing, and in- 
ſtruced in all thoſe arts and ſciences that can adorn 
the mind of man. At firſt he was dazzled with the 
ſplendor of the court, and his ſudden change of for- 
tune had ſome little effect upon his mind and temper. 
Inſtead of his crook, his pipe, and ſhepherd's weeds, 
he wore a purple garment embroidered with gold, and 
a turban enriched with precious ſtones. It was not 
long till he accompliſhed himſelf in ſuch a manner, 
as to be capable of the moſt ſerious affairs, and to ob- 
tain his maſter's entire confidence; who finding that 
Altbzus had an exquiſite taſte for every thing curious 
and magnificent, gave him at laſt an office very conſi- 
derable in Perſia, namely, that of keeper of all the 
jewels and precious furniture belonging to the king. 
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DURING the life of the great Cha-Abbas, Alibæus 
grew daily more in favour: yet as he advanced in age, 
he called to mind his former quiet and retired condi. 
tion, and often regretted the loſs of it. O happy 
6c days! would he ſometimes cry, innocent days! days 
«© in which I taſted the moſt pure joys, accompanied 
& with no danger; days, than which none can be 
more pleaſant; he who deprived me of you by giving 
% me all my riches, has taken from me all I had: hap- 
« py, thrice happy they, who never know the miſeries 
&« of a court!” Miſeries, which indeed he himſelf was 
in a little time aſter made ſenſible of. 

Cra-ABBas his good old maſter dying, was ſuc- 


ceeded by his fon Cha-Sephi, whom ſome envious - 


courtiers took care to prejudice againſt Alibæus. They 
whiſpered in his ear, that he had made an ill uſe of 
the confidence the late king repoſed in him, that he 
had heaped up immenſe riches, and embezzled many 
valuable things intruſted to his keeping. Cha-Sephi 
was young enough to make him too credulous, and 
had vanity enough to imagine he could reform ſeveral 
of his father's actions. 

For a pretence of turning him out of place, by rhe 
advice of his envious courtiers, he ordered Alibzus to 
bring him a ſcymitar ſet with diamonds, which the 
old king was wont to wear in battle. Cha- Abbas had 
formerly ordered the diamonds to be taken out, and A- 
libxus proved it was done by the king's order, before 
he was in poſſeſſion of the office. When his enemies 
found that would not do, they perſuaded Cha Sephi 
to command Alibæus to give an exact inventory, with- 
in a fortnight's time, of all that he had under his care. 
At the fortnight's end the king deſired to ſee every 
thing himſelf. Alibæus opened every door and cheſt, 
and ſhewed him all that was under his care. Every 
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thing was clean, and carefully ranged in its proper 
place, and nothing was wanting. The king, ſurpriſed 
to ſee ſo much exactneſs and order every where, was 
almoſt reconciled to Alibæus; when, at the end of a 
great gallery, filled with precious furniture, he ſaw an 
iron door, on which there were three great locks. 
His courtiers ſuggeſted to him, that within that door 
was hid all the valuable treaſure he had robbed his fa- 
ther of. The king, in a great paſſion, commanded 
the door to be opened immediately. Alibæus threw 
himſelf at his feet, conjuring him by the immortal 
Gods not to take from him all he had valuable upon 
earth. © It is not juſt, ſays he, that in a moment's 
« time, I ſhould loſe all I poſſeſs, after having faithful - 
« iy ſerved the king your father ſo long; take every 
«thing elſe from me, only leave me what is here.” 


This only increaſed the king's ſuſpicions, and cauſed | 


= to redouble his threats, till at laſt Alibæus Gbey- 

l. Having the keys at hand, he unlocked it himſelf: 
© how ſurpriicd were all . when they ſaw no- 
thing but the crook, the pipe, and the ſhepherd's 
cloaths which he had formerly uſed, and which he of- 
ten viſited, leſt he ſhould forget his former condition! 


“ Behold, great king, ſaid he, the precious remains 


* of my former happineſs, which neither fortune nor 


* your power can take from me. Behold the treaſure | 


* which will enrich me, after all your endeavours to 
make me poor. Theſe are ſolid riches, which ſhall 
« never ſail me! riches which will keep thoſe inno- 
cent and happy, who can be contented with ſimple 
2 * and never trouble themſelves about ſu- 
* perfiuous things. O you dear implements of a plain, 
* Lut bleſſed life! you only I love, and with you am 
* reſolved to live and die. Yes, great king, I freely 
return you every WIDE, and will preſerve only what 
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To Grineſs, and the land where all forgotten ends? 
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] poſſeſt, when the king your father, by his liberalj. 
ty, broyght me to court.” The king, a little reco. 
vered from his ſurpriſe, was perſuaded of Alibzus's in. 
nocence, and enraged againſt the courtiers, who had 
endeavoured to deceive him, he baniſhed them from 
his preſence. Alibzus became his chief miniſter, and MD: 
was intruſted with the moſt ſecret and moſt important 
affairs; but every day he viſited his pipe, his crook, 

and his weeds, leſt the inconſtancy of fortune ſhould 

rob him of his maſter's favour. He died in a good 91d 
age, without allowing any of his enemies to be puniſh. 

ed, or heaping up any riches; having left his relati- 

ons juſt enough to ſupport them in the condition of 
ſhepherds, which of all others he _—_ the ſafeſt and 
happieſt. 
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ULL many a tedious hour with care oppreſt, 
Stretch'd on my weary bed, I wakeful lay, 
Sad troublous thoughts, like hornets, ſtung my breaſt, 
And bruſh'd the dews of balmy ſleep away. 
Ah! what avails, I cry'd, with painful toil, 
By Virtue's ſtedfaſt ſtar the bark to guide, 
Far from Acraſia's wily-wandering iſle, 
W here eaſe and pleaſure the frail heart divide; 
If Life's ſhort voyage undiſtinguiſh'd tends 


Shall Worth lie hid in Sorrow's baleſul ade? 
And no reward ſhall ſuffering Goodneſs ſind, 

While Vice triumphant lifts her pamper'd head, 

Nor hears the ſteps of Vengeance cloſe behind! 


FOR YoOTvWn IT B. /- a> 
Then take me, Power of Beauty, to thy arms, 
And lull, ah lull to peace my troubled ſoul ! 
N Diſcloſe, O God of Wine, thy purple charms, 
III drown reflection in the mantfing bowl! 
| *Gainſt wind, and tide, let Stoic dulneſs fail, 
Be mine the calmeſt ſea, and Pleaſure's briſkeſt gale. 


Penſive I mug'd, *till roſe the bluſhing Morn, 


| And ſpread her ſaffron mantle o'er the ſkies: 
When pitying Morpheus ſhook his opiate horn, 

« And flumbroushumours drown'd my weury'd eyes: 
N Vet Fancy ſtill awake, to ſooth my pain, 

f Sweet ſcenes of joy in livelieſt hue pourtray'd; 


0 She call'd forth all her bright ideal train, 
And pleaſing truths in myſtic dreams con vey'd 
Oh fail me not, thou fair enchanting Power, 
1 Sorrow's grim approach, and Care's diſtreſsful 
hour! 


Born dah the yielding air, methought I flew 

To ſome more bliſsful clime, ſequeſter'd far 
From this frail world, that juſt appear'd to view, 

Like the faint glimmering of a diſtant ſtar. 
Deep in the ſea's encircling wave *twas plac'd, 

As gems in ſilver; hoary Ocean ſmil'd, 

Chear'd with the pleaſing fight; and from his breaſt 1 

Sent his ſweet children, breezes freſh and mild: _ 1 
No clouds nor darkneſs veil'd the chearful ſcene, i 
Nor wintry blaſts deform'd the ground's eternal green, N 


Lo to the Weſt a large and ſpacious plain, 1 
Where meet in concert, wood, and hill, and dale; 1 

Brighter than all that muſe- led poets feign 
Of Ida's grove, and Tempe's hallow'd vale: 


” we „ 
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Though Peneus there revolves his amber ſtream, 


And ſuppliant Daphne ſpreads herbranching arnyf 


Still trembling left the ſun's prolific beam, 
Too fiercely wanton, blaſt her virgin charms: 
Would'ſt thou eſcape? Go, coy relentleſs maid, 
Go chuſe ſome worſe retreat, ſome leſs luxurious ſhade! 


There blooming groves, gay ſmiling with delight, 
From her fair womb ſpontaneous Nature brings, 

Where percht on every bough, all richly dight 
With painted plumes, ſome harmleſs ſiren fings: 

Pleas'd with the wild notes Zephyr flits unſeen, 
And on his muſky wings the ſound conveys; 

While trickling ſoft, each varying pauſe between, 
The murmuring rivulets roll their ſilver baſe; 

Winds, waters, birds in ſeemly ſort agree, 

And amorous Echo 3 the liquid melody. 


Nor there alone was Ps: one ſcanty ſenſe: 
The loaded trees ambroſial fruitage bear; 
The weeping ſhrubs their ſpicy gums diſpenſe, 
Whoſe fragrance freſh imbalms the buxom air; 
Thouſands of flowers their ſilken webs unfold, 
Amaranths, immortal amaranths ariſe, 
Theſe beaming bright with vegetable gold, 
And theſe with azure, theſe with Tyrian dyes: 
There laughing ſweetly red the roſes glow, 
While from their breathing ſouls celeſtial odours flow. 


But hark, a voice ſoſt · warbling ſtrikes my ear! 
„ Behold, O man, fair Virtue's ample meed; 
% Behold theſe radiant plains, this ſtar-girr ſphere, 
« By righteous Jove her portion are decreed: 
& Mould not, ah mould not then in idle cell, 
« But ſtrive theſe rapturous manſions to atta!n; 


Or 
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« Here all the wiſe, the brave, the virtuous dwell, 
ce Eternal ages free from care and pain; | 

Here in Elyſian ſeats, their calm abodes, 

Live in communion, bleſt with heroes and with gods!“ 


Laſtward to this methought a different ſcene 
Of equal beauty charm'd my raptur'd ſight: 
Wide ſpacious lawns with ſwelling hills between, 
And groves of bliſs, and gardens of delight. 
There lotes and palms their copious branches twine, 
And over- arching form delicious bowers; 
There guſh neCtareous rills of dulcet wine, 
And honey'd ſtreams revolve their milky ſtores; 
Freſh bleeding myrrh and caſſia ſhed perfume, 
nanas ſwell with ſweets, and wild pomegranates bloom. 


Fiſt by a fount, whoſe ſpicy waters glide 

In amorous mazes on the velvet ground, 
With bluſhing flowers all goodly beautify'd, 

A ſmiling troop of virgins dance around; 
Fairer than Delia's filver-buſkin'd train, 

When erſt Ladona, by thy lillied banks, 
Or cool Eurota's laurel-fringed plain, 

To breathing lutes they tript in ſeemly ranks; 
And fairer, Cypris, than thy wanton quire, 
at melt the ſoul to love, and kindle fierce defire. 
" WTheir eyes like pearls within their ſhells conceaPd, 

Beautcons and black; their lips with rubies vye; 
On their ſair cheeks, with white and red anneal'd, 
What thouſand dimpling ſmiles in ambuſh lie ! 
dee, ſee they point to yon embowering ſhade, 
Where cool gales fan their odoriferous wings, 
And Flora's freſheſt, ſofteſt couch is ſpread; 
The whiles ſome one this lovely ditty ſings! 
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Thro? all my veins what thrilling tranſport flew 
To hear the nectar'd e dropping like honey'd dey! 


« Haſte, gentle youth, for lo the way is in 
«« Haſte, gentle youth, and hear the Prophet's cal 
« 'Theſe are the joys that true believers gain, 
© Immortal joys that never know to pall, 
« Come then, ah come thy weary'd limbs recline 
„On filken beds of roſes ſweetly ſtrow'd 
„% Where to thy touch compliant bows the vine, 
« All faint, and labouring with the luſcious lead 
© Where Nymphs of Paradiſe their charms revea|, 
« And with their amorous ſpoils thy greedy eyes i 


122 


gale! 


She ceas'd-——and molten with exceſs of joy, 
Vcluptuous Hope was buſy in my breaſt: 
When lo! ſwift-darting from th' extreameſt ſky, 
With ſeraph-plumes, an Angel ſtood confcſt! 
A pure immortal crown adorn'd her head, 
Of gold inwove with jewels; in her hand, 
The book of life and mercy was diſplay'd, 
With ruddy drops of dying martyrs ſtain'd; 
Her eagle eyes were quick, and paſſing bright, 
Let beam'd ſerenc, and mild, with heaven's celeli 


— 


Ard O fond fooliſh man,” ſhe cry'd, “ folbe 
&« Tdly to glote on forms ſo light, and vain! 
“„ What are theſe jocund ſcenes, but empty ait, 
The fleeting coinage of a phrenzy'd brain! 
« Yet ev'n in theſe, as darkly through a glaſs, 
«© Some faint, ſome ig view the eye n 
gain 
« Of thoſe unmingled j Jays, that far ſurpaſs 
& Whatc'er of bliſs the wit of man can feig! 


} 


b. 
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« Thoſe pure delights, that flow in ſtreams divine, 


© Where thy imperial towers, O heavenly Salem, ſhine! 


« For know, my ſon, that they whoſe worth is try'd, 


As gold by fire, by great and virtuous deeds, 
„goon as the carnal fetters are unty'd, 


That chain the ſoul, and {trip theſe mortal weeds; 
« Haply ſhall ſoar, in robes of glory clad, 

« To heavenly manſions, bright abodes, prepar'd” 
| © Fre the foundations of the deep were laid, 


« Or the firm pillars of the earth were rear'd; 
*« Ere God his golden compaſſes employ'd, 
And markt this beauteous world on chaos dark, and 
void. 


« There ſhall they live, O happy happy ſpirits! 
There thall they live remov'd from all the cares, 

« And thouſand ills that fleſh inherits: | 
No greedy Want, nor wayward Luſt that tears 

« With viperous rage the breaſt from whence it 

ſprung, 

“Their deep-emboſom'd peace ſhall e*er torment; 

But hymning ſweet, the angel troops among, 
Their undiſturbed lays of pure content, 

“The ſmiling hours immortal ſhall employ 

n trance of holy eaſe, or extacy of joy. 


Then ſhall their eyes, from cloudy films ſecure, 
„With lightning- glance unmeaſur'd ſpace behold; 
And all the thouſand. ſtars, that pave the floor 
* Of heaven, with orient pearl, or living gold; 
Then floating thro' the boundleſs deep of air, 
* An azure ſea, like gems of richeſt hue, 
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« Myriads of worlds thick-ſcatter'd ſhall appear, 
© With all their bright inhabitants to view: 


© Their active minds fhall traverſe ns as thought, 


« Creation's ample fields, the range 'twixt God and 


cc 


cc 


nought, 


« And oh what ſtreams of muſic ſweet and clear, . 


« Shalldrown in deep delight their raptur'd ſoul: 
« Ay me, in vain to man's unpurged ear 
Their heavenly notes each tuneful planet rolls 
« Ay me, in vain with ſoftly-thrilling voice, 
„ Through every land they hymn their Maker 
Praiſe, 
© While choirs of young-ey'd cherubims rejoice, 
« And to their golden harps mellifluous lays 
“ Attuning, holy, holy, holy, ſing, 
O Lord, Almighty God, the ſaints' eternal king! 


„ But not in vain the tuneful planets raiſe & ( 
To pure cthereal ſouls their voice divine; 

Nor yet in vain their great Creator's praiſe 
© Do gladſome choirs of young-ey'd cherubs join 

No blefled ſpirit but hears the ſacred ſong, c 


© And wakes his lyre melodious part to bear 

© In the ſweet ſymphony; while all the throng « 

« Of angels, and arch-angels, nay, the ear 

« Of God delighted liftens to the ſtrains.— 

In heaven, and heaven-born minds ſuch rapturo 
© concord reigns | 


60 


„% But where, ah where can glowing tints be found 


To paint the charms of Sion's ſacred place, WM 80 
* Where Chriſt the lamb in radiance fits enthron! 
The lively image of his Father's grace?! T} 
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« O lower of love! O glorious morning ſtar! 
« O ſun of righteouſneſs, whoſe healing wings 
« Brought life, and peace, and mercy from afar! 
From thee. the light, thou beaming fountain, 
_ « ſprings, 
« That guides poor mortals in their weary way, 
« Thro' black Affliction's night, to Pleaſure's endleſs 
« day! 


« Jeſus land didſt thou leave thy bowers of; joy ? 
« And didſt thou leave thy Father's dear embrace, 
“Content with agonizing pangs to die 
© For man's forlorn, rebellious, ſinful race? 
« What bliſs to hear the high myſterious ſtory; 
« By all the prophets, all th' apoſtl2s ſung, 
„And noble army of martyrs, crown'd with glory; 
„Where bleſt, the ſix-wing'd ſeraphims among, 
They drink immortal, from thy rapturous fight, 
* Conceiveleſs draughts of Love's ineffable delight! 


“Hail faints of light! who once the patient train 
Of filent Sorrow, thro' the thorny road 
« Of Miſery toil'd, and unappall'd by pain, 
With pilgrim feet the long, long journey trod! 
O taught by them, thou man of earth, ſuſtain 
© With firm unweary'd arm the dangerous fight! 
The prize of thy high- calling dare to gain, 
i Victorious palms, and robes of ſpotleſs white; 
* 50 in the book of life thy name ſhall ſhine, 
And heaven's eternal joysand tranſports all be thine.” 


Scarce had ſhe ſpoke, when that cherubic car, 
Inſtinct with ſoul, and thoſe ſelf-moving wheels, 
That whirPd the holy ſage from Chebar far, 
Appear'd: my breaſt the ruſhing impulſe feels! 
1 
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I fee, I ſee thy glittering turrets riſe, 
Celeſtial Salem, all of lucid gold, 
Inlaid with gems of thouſand thouſand dyes! 
And lo, the everlaſting gates unfold 
Their doors of pearl, and o'er my aching fight 
Full tides of glory flow, and ſtreams of living light! 


Of light ſurpaſſing far thy glimmering ray, 
(More bright, more clear, more : glorious, more 
divine) 
Tho? dreſt by thee, O golden eye of day, 
| In gaudy robes the ſparkling diamonds ſhine; 
| Tho' yon fair moon to thee her luſtre owes, 
| _ Gilding with borrow'd light the mountain's broy; 
And Icis ſteals from thee each tint that glows 
In the gay forchead of the ſhowery bow: 
| Faint is thy feeble blaze, O beauteous Sun! 
; _ Such peerleſs beams appear from Truth's eternal throneYp., 
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See thro” the ſtreets, like liquid jaſper clear, - 
The fount of life in mazy error flows! 
: Thro' the bright chryſtal ſands of gold appear, F 
: And heaps of pearly grain; while blooming grow 
On either bank of dainty flowers profuſe, | E 
The tree of life ſuperior o'er the reſt, 
Whole teeming branches nectar'd fruits produce: I 
Twelve various fruits of ſweetly-vary'd taſte, 
From every leaf ſalubrious dews exhale, 0 
And pure elixirs breathe in every balmy gale. Pp 


Lo there, diffus'd along the facred brink, 
Angelic choirs replete with love and joy, 
Conceive their God, and from his preſence drink 
Beatitude paſt utterance There they lie 
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On flowering beds of balſam, caſſia, nard, 
And myrrh, a wilderneſs of rich perfumes; 
Embalm'd they lie, like that Arabian bird, 
Midſt odorous ſhrubs, and n 
gums, 
Whoſe life ſprings recent from the ſun - born fire, 
While clouds of * ſmoke in bluiſh wreaths aſpire. 


But rare; O FORM me, heaven!—My fainting foul 
Sickens with bliſs too great for mortal ſenſe! 
Come, o'er my limbs thy quickening waters roll, 
Life-giving ſtream, and all thy balm diſpenſe! 
And thou, fair tree, the ſource of all our woes, 
1 (That bloom'd ſo fatal erſt in Eden's glade, 
Tranſplanted ſince to heaven) thy friendly boughs 
Extend, and wrap me in the browneſt ſhade! 
O veil me from the Lamb's too glorious ſight, 
From majeſty's full blaze, inſufferably bright! 


Trembling I wak'd with ſweet exce's of joy, 
And on the wings of fleep, more ſwift than wind, 
Away the fickle, fond deluſions fly; 
Yet leave their fairy-ſteps the trace behind : 
Hear then, ye fainted myriads, from your ſpheres, 
And gently beam your kindlieſt influence down 
Lift, lift my thoughts above life's groveling cares, 
To joys ſublime, and Virtue's glorious crown! 
O guide my virgin-foul the high abode, 
Lo reach the heaven of heavens, where reigns th” e- 
ternal God! | 
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_—_—— I was conveyed into a large 
plain, amongſt ſuch multitudes of men and 
women, that I could have no other idea, than that all 
mankind were afiembled together. 

Ax the end of this plain, at a little diſtance from 


each other, were four prodigious large high gates, witi 


a ticket on each in full view. On the firſt was writ. 
ten, „The way to wealth” on — ſecond, The 
„ way to power;” on the third, e way to ple. 
© ſure;” and on the fourth,“ The way to virtue,” 
All the company were employing themſelves, in read. 
ing theſe tickets; but I obſerved at the very top of the 
gates, other words were written in ſuch ſmall charac: 
ters, that they were difficult to be diſtinguiſhed: On 
the firſt, To avarice;” on the ſecond, ** To ambi- 
© tion;“ on the third, To diſappointment;“ and on 
the fourth, “ To pride:“ but theſe inſcriptions were 
overlooked by almoſt every perſon there. 

I was almoſt deatened with the confuſed din of the 
multitude, every one arguing ſtrenuouſly, at which 
gate it was beſt to enter: although their arguments 
might have been ſpared: for their choice had been vi- 
ſibly fixed beſore by inclination; each having taken by 
the hand the guide, who ſat before that gate which he, 
or ike, from the firſt intended to enter. 

CuR1osiTyY led me to with, I could follow every 
company; but, as that was impoſſible to do at once, [ 
reſolved to follow firſt, the guide to Avarice; a mon- 
ſter too deformed to be deſcribed: but in patches up 
and down, on the wretch's tattered rags was inſcribed, 
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« | lead to wealth.“ Theſe words, like a kind of 
charm, blinded the eyes of all our company, and in 
them, the ſhocking uglineſs of our guide, whoſe name, 
[ afterwards found, was Labour, was quite loft, 

WHEN the gate was thrown open, we had the great- 
eſt dificulty imaginable, to advance the firſt ſtep : they 
call it but one ſtep, although it is a hill ſo ſteep and 
craggy, that nothing but immenſe pains could ſur- 
mount it; and the difficulty was ſtill increafed by 
thoſe, who firſt arrived at the ſummit of the hill; for 
it was their conſtant cuſtom to face about, and throw 
ſones at their fellow-travellers, in order to keep them 
down; nay, often to keep down thoſe very perſons, by 
whoſe ailiſtance they had themſelves got up. Indeed 
obſerved, that, when any ſet of people held together, 
and helped each other, it made the way very eaiy to 
them all: But the general method was, to keep others 
down, though at the expence of deferring their own 
nic.” 

WHr1LsT there was ſuch toiling and ſweating to 
aſcend the hill, I perceived a little by-path, unſeen by 
any but myſelf, in which I walked up very eaſily. I 
aſked the guide the meaning of this; when, looking at 
me very earneſtly, he told me, that he ſaw I was but a 
ſpectator, and came with them only-from curioſity, and 
not from any inclination to wealth; therefore his tic- 
kets could not blind my eyes, but I muſt have liberty 
to explore all their par and ſee things as —_ real- 
ly were. | 

CHE manner of marching of the whole company 
was very particular; for, as the path was narrow, they 
could not go many a-breaſt, but extended a great 
length; and, inſtead of walking on as faſt. as they 
could, every third ſtep they kicked one foot backward, 
to Keep any other ſrom coming near them; nor did a- 
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ny tie of nature or obligation prevent their aCting in 
t2is manner: Fathers kicked againſt ſons, and brothers 
azainſt brothers; and whoever went one ſtep out of 
the path, ſcarcely ever found his way back again in- 
to it. 

SEVERAL pleaſant walks and ſeats were to be ſeen 
at a ſmall diſtance, which now and then allured ſome 
of our company from us, quite worn out with the long 
march, and not able to ſuſtain the fatigue any longer, 
This happened very ſeldom, notwithſtanding, except 
myleif, they were all barefoot, and the ground was ſo 
ſconey, and ſo ſtrowed with thorns and briars, that e 
very ſtep muſt give pain unutterable: however, the 
longer they journeyed, the eafier became the way. At 
laſt the guide cried out; * We are now come very 
near the palace of Wealth, for behold many of its 
„ inhabitants.” There were ſome few men who looked 
rather half ſtarved, than like the. inhabitants of the pa- 
lace of Wealth, who came bowing and ſcraping to our 
company. The reſpe&t paid them by theſe poor half. 
ſtarved wretches, made them already forget the pain 
of their journey; and in theſe ſubmiſſions they fancied 
they read their own great riches: and indeed theſe men 
paid their reſpects according to the perſon's near ap- 
proach to the palace, and greatly leflened them to thoſe 
who were far behind. _ 

I BEGAN to be impatient, and aſked my 98 how 
Jong it would be, before we ſhould arrive: he laugh: 
ed, and anſwered; * The whole company but your: 
<« ſe}f think we are already arrived, for behold the pz 
« lace there before you; I give it the ſpecious name 
Of the palace of Wealth, to allure my followers, and 
they are 10 blinded, that to them it looks like a pa 
5 Jace; but your eyes being open, you ſee plainly it i 
« the den of Axartice.“ 


is >” es a. an a. | —_— 
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By this time we were arrived at the gate, (which 
was one great piece of iron) that gave entrance to this 
hideous place: The way to open it, was hid to all but 
to our guide Labour, who had a key that unlocked it 
preſently. The multitude crouded in with ſuch haſte 
and impetuoſity, to be foremoſt, that many were trod 
to death in the paſſage. The inſide of this imaginary 
palace, and real den, was frightful to behold ; Horror, 
Afﬀright, and Anxiety met us at the door; and, taking 
our guide by the hand, ſaid, they would lead us where 
we ſhould meet our reward. Many of us found great 
difficulty to follow; for the roof was ſo low, that we 
were obliged to go almoſt double; at laſt we came-to 
a little room ſo barricaded with iron, that it looked 
like a priſon. Here fat Avarice herſelf, but her de- 


formity was fo very great, ſhe did not care to appear 


to the eyes, even of her followers, but hid herſelf be- 
hind a large ſtatue made of maſly gold. Care fat on a 
little cuſhion made of nettles: on the one hand of her 
were heaps of bags of gold, and on the other, numbers 
of little arrows ſo ſharp at the point, that their leaſt 
touch gave exceſhve pain. Of theſe ſhe had always a 
ſupply from her own boſom, ſo that they could never 
be exhauſted. 

ALL who had patiently born the fatigue of the jour- 
ney, and could produce a certificate under the Jady 
Pleaſure's own hand, that ſhe never in her life grant- 


ed them any the leaſt favour, were to be rewarded in 


this manner: Care, by the command 'of Avarice, was 
to heap on their backs bags of money, till they could 
lupport no more; and, notwithſtanding to every bag 
the faſtened one of her arrows in ſuch a manner, that 
it muſt pierce the perſon, on whom the bag was laid, 
yet ſhe was very ſeldom bid to leave off, Some few 
indecd did go out of this den, with as many bags as 
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they could carry; but I was told, they were not the 
true votaries to Avaftce, only came that way (although 
it was round about) in their road to the courts of Am. 
bition, Pleaſure, or Pride; to all which the ſhewing 
theſe bags was a very good paſiport; but all the ret 
bore the ſharp pains cauſed by the arrows, and the 
burthen of the gold, till nature, at, length worn out, 
ſunk under the load, and death alone relieved them 
from that miſery, which (poor deceived wretches) they 
called their reward. 

 TMMEDIATELY on any one's departure out of this 
life, the next heir appeared, and carried off -as much 
of the money as he poſſibly could, ſetting out with 
full ſpeed to Pleaſure's court, where he muſt pay half 
his wealth for his admittance, and might ſoon meet 
with opportunities of ſquandering away the other 
part. 

AFTER I had ſeen ſeveral inſtances of the ſame 
kind, I grew tired with the reflection on the painful 
reward theſe poor wretches met with, for thus pati. 
ently wading through all the dirt, and bearing the tor- 
ture of all the thorns they found in their way to this 
diſmal place; and making what haſte I could out of 
it, I hurried back to the gates, where I preſently mix. 
ed with a large train, who were then Juſt ſetting out 
for Ambition's court. 

Tae guide to this was called Fallacy, and, at fir 
fight, appeared both in height and bulk, like a giant 
or gianteſs; for the odd mixture of its dreſs made it 
utterly undiſtinguiſhable, whether it was male or fe- 
male; but when curioſity had led me near it, and [ 
wanted to know from its own mouth whither, and to 
what ſort of palace it was going to guide us, it ſhrunk 
into a ſhadow, and to my ſight the apparent ſhadov 
vaniſhed. But ſtill it had the ſame power of ſpeech, 


FR T T MH. 159 


although in a very weak voice; and told me, my de- 
fire of knowing the real truth, had given me power to 
ſee things as they were; but to all the reſt of the com- 
pany it appeared as it had at firſt ſight to me; for that 
their great defire of finding it to By real ſubſtance, had 
ſuch an effect on their fight, as made them believe it 
was ſo: © But, (continued this Apparition) I am not 
« obliged to tell more of myſelf than you can find out; 
« therefore I will not anſwer another queſtion ; but, 
« whenever you ſpeak, leſt you ſhould corrupt my fol. 
« lowers, I will order all the drums, kettle-drums, 
and trumpets to . up, and V if noiſe cannot 
« drown your voice.” 

Tus road was much pleaſanter than that which 
led to Avarice, and we ſhould have gone a great deal 
faſter, but that the whole proceſſion went ſide-ways, 
each individual fixing one eye on the guide, leſt he 
ſhould loſe his way; and the other, on the perſon next 
behind him, at the ſame time holding a ſword at arm's 
length, that his next neighbour might not come near 
him. I obſerved in the face of each perſon a viſible 


| diſcontent, at not being able to put by his ſword. 


Here and there indeed, a perſon of very remarkable 
activity leaped over the ſword, and the hearer of it: 
When this happened, the perſon ſo jumped over, ſet 
up a huzza, which was echoed by all behind him, till 
they were all hoarſe, and had no voice left. Theſe 
outcries ſerved to no manner of purpoſe; for the en- 
vied man would not come back again, but triumphed 
in the thought that he was got foremoſt. 

Ix this manner we marched till we came to the pa- 
lace. The gates flew open at the touch of our guide; 
and I found no welcome was chought too great for this 
unſubſtantial being; this creature's preſence being ne- 
ceſſary to keep the court of Ambition from falling into 
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the utmoſt ſtupidity. The moment it came near th 
throne, it made a long ſpeech, to prove that happineß 
was only to be met with in that court. That Alexande 
the Great was a very great man; and if he had live 
till that time, might poſſibly, if no accident had in. 
tervened, been maſter of the world. That Julius Cs. 
far might have been long emperor of the Romans, if 
he had not been murdered, &c. &c. &c. Then the 
wretch ran out into a tedious deſcant on the horror of 
murder, except when done to ſerve the Great Prince 
Ambition; but ſaid, that deſign indeed made it laud. 
able. The ſpeech ended, applauſes reſounded through 
the palace; and every one fancied that he reſemble 
ſome of the heroes therein mentioned. Ambition fat 
on her throne, which every art had conſpired to adorn, 
cloathed in robes made ſo heavy with lace and jewels, 
that they ſeemed ſufficient to weigh her down; but 


when ſhe roſe and ſpoke, ſhe made a noiſe not unlike 


the bluſtering of the northern winds, or the roaring 
of the foaming ſea. Her arms were ſtretched beyond 
their natural length, by continual endeavours to reach 
at the clouds; and her eye-{trings were almoſt crack. 
ed, by being turned for ever upwards. Sometimes the 
vaſt crouds of her attendants, and the various ceremo- 
nies ſhe ſubmitted to, in being always in public, al- 
molt tired Ambition herſelf, and gave her a moment's 
time for reflection. But whenever that happencd, a 
young man clad in robes of gold advanced, and pre. 

ſented her a ſchedule, which contained theſe words: 

« My great and dread queen, ſole ſovereign of innu— 

cc merable ſubjects, commander of armies, director of 
« ſciences; may your ſlave preſume to remind you, 
that the property of this palace, which is the admi- 
& ration of the gazing multitude, and the imitation ot 
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« the greateſt artiſts in painting, ſculpture, architec- 
ture, &c. &c. is yours, and yours alone.” | 
AMBITION, at theſe words, ſmiled applauſe, and 
thought the fatigue of ceremonies, with all the farce 
and pomp of ſhow, too ſmall a tax to pay for ſuch great 
and immenſe advantages. Her followers who had tra- 
relled long enough to reach the palace, were thus re- 
warded, Fallacy blew a trumpet; drums, kettle-drums, 
all ſorts of the loudeſt martial muſic immediately ſtrike 
up. A phantom, called Fame, got up to the very roof 
of the palace, and there faſtened a ladder of ropes, as 
it appeared to me, (but to the reſt a broad ſtair-caſe, 
every ſtep being, in their eyes, covered with velvet, and 
adorned with diamonds) which was let down to the 
ground, and Ambition's followers all eagerly puſhed 
forwards to climb it. At the firſt ſtep there was ſuch 
a confuſion and buſtling, as made it difficult to aſcend: 
But the happy perſon who gained that, marched on- 
ward, whilſt the reſt followed him one by one, till 
diſputing the firſt paſs. It was remarkable, that every 
one catched hold of one of the legs of the perſon that 
was next before, him, and endeavoured with all his 
force to throw him off the ladder. This ſometimes 
ſucceeded; and ſometimes in the violent tug to pull 
another down, a man ſo ſhook himſelf, that unable to 
recover and poize himſelf again, he was forced to ac- 
company the perſon fo pulled down in his fall. To 
me they all ſeemed to labour and ſweat every ſtep; 
but I was told, that fixing their eyes on the phantom 
on the top, they forgot, or rather were inſenſible of their 
pain. On the right-hand of Fame fat Self-Conceit, 
who was not ſeen to go up, but was born on wings, 
and privately ſeated there, before any of the company 
hw her. She held in her hand a looking-glaſs, which 
had the power of magnifying to ſuch a degree, that all 
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who got high enough to look into it, thought then. 
ſelves ten times as big as they were before. When 
the ladder was full, as it was of a prodigious length, 
(even from the bottom to the top of Ambition's pa. 
lace) it really was a very odd picture to ſee ſuch num. 
bers of people, (for the greateſt part of mankind ap- 
peared to be there) hanging on one another's legs, 
The happy man who got firſt, as ſoon as he could reach 
Fame, and ſee himſelf in the glaſs of Self-Conceit, 
for a few moments ſat down contented, contemplating 
his own greatneſs. But whoever was next, being en- 
raged at the diſtance which all were obliged to keep 
from him who had once gained the ſummit of the lad. 


der, called Envy from his boſom, and ſent her ſecret- 


Iy to faſten a ſtring to the robes of this ſuppoſed happy 
perſon, whom he ſtigmatized by every vile appellation 
imaginable. Envy, as ſoon as ſhe had done what ſhe 


was commanded, ran down the ladder, letting out the 


ſtring at each ſtep, and made each man forego his 


preſent hold, and take this ſtring in his hand. As 


ſoon as ſhe was at the bottom, the whole company 


at once gave ſuch a tug, as ſtaggered the man looking 


in the glaſs in his ſeat. It is true, they had ſcveral 
pulls, before they could get him down; but from the 
time he felt himſelf thus tottering, fear and anxicty 
poſſeſſed him, and all his happineſs was gone. Beſides, 
by endeavouring to keep his eyes fixed on the glaſs 
whilſt he was ſo often ſhaken, his head turned quite 


giqddy, and he was difabled from taking the proper 


methods for his own preſervation. At laſt, by one 
violent effort, he was thrown from this much ſought- 
for ſeat to the very bottom, where a gulph preſently 0- 
pened, and ſwallowed him; and as his place was im- 
mediately ſupplied, he left no more traces of him be- 
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hind, than an eagle does in the air through which ſhe 
has flown. 

Ir was very odd to me, that no man, when he came 
near this ſeat, reflected on the fate of thoſe who went 
before him; but thought his own ſtrength would in- 
fallibly ſecure him from falling. When 1 had obſerv- 
ed many inſtances of the ſame kind, I concluded, that 
if I was to ſtay there for ages I ſhould ſee no alterati- 
on in the management of Ambition's palace; and 
therefore made the beſt of my way back again, and 
1. mixed with thoſe who were haſtening to the court of 
Pleaſure. 

. Tris road was fo very broad, that we had two 
. guides, leſt any of the company thould miſs their way. 
One was in the ſhape of a young woman, curled, a- 
n dorned, and painted in ſuch a manner, that ſhe ap- 
e peared exceeding handſome. She walked all the way 
e backward; for behind ſhe was as deformed as her face 
) 


was beautiful. Her name was Illuſion. The other 
was a little boy like Cupid, only he was not blind; and 
inſtead of a bow and arrows, carried a ſhield, on which 
was inſcribed the names of every pleaſure purſued by 
mankind. This he had an art of turning ſo, as to ſhew 
to each paſſenger the name of his favourite pleaſure. 
He was called Hope, We travelled very faſt. In the 
way was a well-built convenient caſtle, pleaſantly ſitu- 
ated, and on the door was written, „Here is amuſe- 
ment for whoever thinks proper to come in.“ 

Wu were met at our firit entrance by a middle-a- 
ged woman, who informed us her name was Eaſe. Her 
behaviour was compoſed and chearful, and her dreſs 
decent and becoming, without the leaſt appearance of 
oſtentation. She ſhewed us the whole caſtle; and in 
every room was a ſet of company, employing them- 
ſelyes as beſt ſuited their taſte and fancy. For my part, 
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I had a great mind to ſtay here; for the whole train 
was invited ſo to do, (and indeed I thought they would 
have done wiſely in accepting the invitation. But this 
was not the deſign of our two guides, Illuſion and 
Hope, who entered into conſultation to prevent the 
number of their followers being leſſened. To every 
man who had a mind to lead a married life, Eaſe of- 
fered an agreeable modeſt wife, and to each woman 
who choſe to enter into that ſtate, an honeſt good huſ. 
band. 
TEEN came Hope, and turned bis ſhield to the gentle- 
men, where was inſcribed a woman all perfection. And to 
the ladies appeared this charming ſentence, © A huf. 
© band ſo violently in love, that he ſhall transform you 
« into a goddeſs.” To thoſe who hoe a fingle life, 
Eaſe offered © a good collection of: H 
© companions, and tranquillity ;”” bu Hope immedi- 
ately ſhewed them public diverſiong+and an eternal 
round of giddy pleaſures, to keep the animal fpirits in 
a perpetual flutter. Thoſe whoſe delight was placed 
chiefly in converſation, Eaſe ſhewed into a room, where 
they might meet with men of parts to converſe with, 
almoſt whenever they pleaſed, in moderate hours. This 
was overcome by the appearance on the ſhield of 
© Mirth at midnight.” It would be; endleſs to enu- 
merate the particulars of this whole ſtruggle, it is ſuf- 
ficient that our guides got the better; and our com- 
pany was greatly increaſed, inſtead of being diminiſh- 
ed. For when we left the caſtle, many who lived with 
Eaſe, and had been contented with amuſements a great 
while, were glad of an opportunity of following Hope, 
and his comrade Illuſion. 

Ar the entrance of the palace, one of our guides, 
namely Hope, leſt us; and in his ſtead Certainty with 
2 ſmiling countenance led us into a ſpacious hall, 


nn SO 7 x65 
n WW where the whole company appeared to be in raptures, 
0 erery married woman found an adorer in her huſband; 
5nd every married man thought his wife all perfection, 
d continually whiſpering in her ears,“ You are a god- ' 
© WW © defs.” Some of the unmarried were led by Illuſion 
7 


into ſuch various diverſions, that they had no time to 

be troubled with thinking one moment. Others were 
| WW converſing with the very companions they choſe, and 
happineſs was diſplayed in their countenances. In 
ſhort, nothing but the face of joy was to be ſeen. 

I BEGAN to think, this indeed was the right road 
do take; when on a ſudden I looked up, and beheld at 
one corner of the room Pleaſure herſelf pouring ſome 

liquid of her own compoſing into a great bowl; which 

# fancied would be a great while a filling; but to my 
amazement, in a very ſmall ſpace of time, it was full 
to the top; and the moment a drop ran over, the 
ple Scene was changed, and yawnings were the only 
be heard. She was inviſible to all the com- 
pany bur myſelf; for they were too much taken up by 
their own enjoyments, to mind what ſhe was about; 
otherwiſe they would have ſtopped her hand, before ſhe 
overfilled the bowl. Now as ſoon as the yawning was 
heard, Illuſion opened a door into another apartment, 
to rouze her followers from this ſtupidity. Here was 
the oddeſt medley of confuſion imaginable. The new- 
made goddeſſes fell into ſuch freaks and vagaries, that 
they all appeared to be mad. One moment they gave 
their worſhippers laws, the next recalled them; then 
were angry they were not obeyed; then frowned, and 
bewailed their misfortunes; that others could not find 
out what they had a mind to have, though they were 
ignorant of it themſelves. 

Tat 1s. adorers, otherwiſe called huſbands, reſtleſs 
to pleaſe them, yet finding it impoſſible, alternately 
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grew outrageous, and fell into the moſt abject ſubmiſ. 
ſions; then ſucceeded jealouſies, quarrels, with the 
whole train of domeſtic ills. 

Tos k who in the next room were engaged in chear. 
ful converſation, miſtook here roaring noiſe for mirth, 
and clamorous arguments for reaſon and philoſophy. 
And inſtead of converſing with one another to receiye 


either inſtruction or pleaſure, the end of their meeting 


ſeemed to be nothing more or leſs, than to diſpleaſe, 
confaund, and ſtun one another. 

HERE every thing which we call diverſion was loſt; 
for thoſe who before ſeemed pleaſed and ſatisfied with 
what they enjoyed, now ſo eagerly graſped at ſo many 
kinds of pleaſure, that they turned themſelves giddy 
with the variety, and rendered themſelves incapable of 


the enjoyment of any. 


HEeRr the natural appetite to be ſupplied with ne. 
ceſſary food was perverted into gluttony and Juxury, 
which brought their conſtant attendants ata diſ. 
eaſes. 

HERE drunkenneſs prevailed; bringing, in the bloom 
of youth, trembling nerves, and ſhaking limbs. In 
ſhort, the whole ſcene was full of miſery, occaſioned 
by Pleaſure's exceſſive liberality, in overfilling the bowl, 
that I believe the whole company would have been hear- 
tily glad, if ſhe had never begun to fill it. 

Ar the very roof of this room, acroſs a beam, at 
perched a little ugly monſter called Diſappointment. 
From its naſty claws deſcended numberleſs wires, and 
at the end of each was faſtened a hook, which the mon- 
ſter could command, ſo as to hitch it in the boſom of 
whomever. he pleaſed. When by this means he had, 
one by one, got into his clutches the whole company, 
he diſcovered himſelf by a ſcornful laugh; and tugged 
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once his wires, to make the hook wore tormenting to 
heir boſoms. N 

EvERY one ſaw him, and Pain made every one ſen- 
ble of his deteſted preſence. Struck with horror at 
he fight, I could not help inquiring how long theſe 
niſcrable wretches were to ſuffer thus. When IIluſi- 
n (who was now at leiſure, having given up her charge 
o the real deity of the place, called Diſappointment) 
nſormed me they might be all free, whenever they 
rould conſent to be touched by a wand, which would 
mmediately make them ſee the impollibility of ſtaying 
n the great hall, where Pleaſure preſides. But, con- 
nued ſne, Many will ſooner bear this miſerable ſi- 
tuation for a great while, than conſent to ſuch terms : 
And ſometimes, after they have conſented to this 
condition, and have bcen freed from this dreadful 
' puniſhment, they return here again with the firſt op- 
' portunity: But then we diſmiſs them on their re- 
(queſt, For we are very ſure that people ſo blinded 
will never eſcape our clutches for any long time; 
' and then the puniſhment is doubled, by reflection 
'on their own folly.” I was ſo uneaſy at this diſ- 
al ſpectacle, that I fled from it, and was reſolved to 
ndulge my curioſity to the full, and go next to the pa- 
ce of Pride, | 

Tak name of the guide to this ſplendid palace was 
irtue. She was in appearance ſo tall, that her head 
eemed to reach the clouds; whilſt the foldings, and 
ength of her robe, hid her feet from view. Her arms 
ere numberleſs, and even to me, at firſt fight, ap- 
reared of bulk and ſtrength equal to the taſk of ſup- 
orting her followers. The moment ſhe found I was 
nly a paſſenger, and not one of her goddeſs's true 
otaries, ſhe loſt the power of decerving me, and ſhrunk 
1 my view into a dwarf; her head tottered with its 
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could plainly read in ſmall letters on her breaſt, « My 


lace itſelf was notrlo magnificent as I expected; it was 


equal what my imagination had formed; and I ws 


deſs fat in ſtate, and received the homage of all her 
followers. | 


of objects which preſented themſelves to my view; but 


informed me, that the goddeſs's father, and her own 
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OWN weight, her arms dwindled into ſhadows; and! 


* name is Decept:onz” whilſt to all her real follower, 
the firſt appearance ſtill continued, and they rode 0 
theſe ſhadows with as much eaſe as if they had been 
flying through the air. 'This guide did not ſuffer thoſe 
of her train to walk, but carried them in her arms, 
careſſing and embracing them all the way. 'Dhrough 
many a labyrinth ſhe went, through many a dirty path 
ſhe laboured. She had not always the power of keep. 
ing thoſe ſhe attempted to ſupport, from touching the 
ground; but as by her endearments ſhe had the att 
of making them loſe all uneaſy ſenſations, ſhe ſeemed 
well ſatisfied in the conſciouſneſs of her deceiving o- 
thers; and therefore thought no pain too much, for 
thus gratifying the only bent of her nature. The ps. 


indeed greatly ornamented; but the ſtructure did not 


told Pride had many other ways of gratifying her vo. 
taries, beſides that of ſumptuous palaces and magnif: 
cent appearances. The gates flew open at our guide' 
firſt touch; and we were led through a great number 
of apartments, till we arrived at that where the god. 


Ar firſt ſight I was confounded with the multitud: 
my guide, who to me only was obliged to ſpeak truth 


offspring, numerous as this aſſembly did appear, made 
up the whole of it: and then by force (for it was tor: 
ture to her to let any perſon into the myſteries of ti 
place) ſhe went on in the following manner: 

« OUR great. miſtreſs's ever-venerable aged fir 


d called Folly, who is above five thouſand years old, 
brought forth his daughter from his head; and tho' 
he was then but an infant, yet ſhe was born mature 
„jn ſtrength, and all the bloom of youth: And we 
have a prophecy amongſt us, that fo ſhe ſhall remain 
« whilſt this world laſts. But her caſe is very pecu- 
liar, in that no time can come, when her father will 
« he releaſed from his care: for the moment he ceaſes 
«to ſupport her head with his mighty arm, all her dig- 
© nity (I ſhudder at the thought) muſt vaniſh, and the 
© coddeſs herſelf fink into nothing. All her progeny 
„vou, who come only as a ſpectator, ſee plainly are 
eB faſtened to her girdle with cords as big as cable- 
0-W* ropes; but to thoſe who come here as worſhippers 
for of the goddeſs, the ropes are inviſible, and the con- 
Da. nection between the mother and her children is not 
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a ſeen; fo that, blinded by my athſtance, they view 


008 every thing according to their own fancy. 

8 © Ir you obſerve, your fellow-travellers are divided 
0M into ſeveral claſſes; this is done, that we may di- 
= | ſtinguſh which of great Pride's children they like 
e, moſt, and to whom they chuſe to pay their court. 
VF There you fee on the goddefs's right-hand fits Inſo- 
, lence, with her neck almoſt broke by continual en- 
cs deavours to lift her head to the clouds, and her face 


« diſtorted with contemptuous never-ceaſing ſneers, 


1 looking on every thing around her as objects of her 
ue corn. But you may ſee Plide holding in her hand 
her favourite daughter Envy, who of all her children 


„amour with her grandfather Folly, ſhe gave birth to 
© Malignity, Spiteful Criticiſm, Falſe Ridicule, and 
ball that numerous race of beings, whoſe whole de- 
* light is in pulling others down. From her own ſkin- 
* uy breaſt, where is a continual ſource of venom, do 
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« has been the molt fruitful. For from an inceſtuous 


K 


— 


14 
e 


17b VISIONS AND ALLEGORIES 
««c all her offspring take their nouriſhment; and ng 
5 withſtanding they delight to bite their mother, 
* ſuch is her fondneſs for them, that ſhe never throw 
© them from her arms; but continues to embrace an! 
feed them, without any intermiſſion; ſeeming ple 
ed with the pain they give her. Theſe again en 
gender by the venom they ſuck from their mother 
and multiply daily. "The monſtrous productio 
© they bring forth are difficult to deſcribe. The 
& feldom come to maturity, and are often ſo heavy an 
„ unanimated, that one can hardly ſay they live at al 
„Their ſkin is as hard as leather, and their limbs di 
'6 ſtorted into various folds and ſizes, which are calle 
«< Folio's, Quarto's, or Duodecimo's, according to the 
6 bignels. 
« THEY are ſpread all over with black ſpots, in co 
« Jour not unlike ink. Theſe little ugly monſters 
© from the time they are born, do nothing but qua 
fre and ght, which has the moſt beauty; and the 
© claims are ſupported by their reſpective parents, wht 
take great care of them, and endeavour by all mean 
% poſttle to keep them alive: But it is all to no pur 
*« poſe; for the ſpace of four and twenty hours gt 
© nerally puts an end to them, and they are nere 
ce heard of afterwards. Some of Envy's offspring in 
« deed are barren, and do not breed at all; and tho 
« who are ſo, ſpend their whole time in ſucking thi 
„ venom, and then ſpurting it out of their mouths: 
c the reit; and this is accompanied with a noiſe, ſom 
„ what like a human voice, only fo hoarſe end lou 
C that it almoſt deatens all who come within the rec 
of the ſound. 
„Tur horrible figure on the left-hand of Pat 
eis called III- nature; and, although ſhe never fi 
« from her mother's ſide, yet it is not publicly knon! 
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ec whoſe daughter ſhe is; nay, ſhe herſelf ſometimes 
c diſowns her parentage, and inſiſts upon it, that 
ec ſhe made herſelf: but the goddeſs knows how to pu- 
e niſh ſuch ingratitude, and will not let her have one 
&« votary, till ſhe has aſked pardon, and acknowledg- 
« ed her deſcent: then ſhe has the power of exerting 
« herſelf as much as ſhe pleaſes; and it is amazing 
© how many inventions ſhe contrives, to 1 and tor- 
te ture the minds of others. 

« PERHAPS you may be ſurprized to ſee here ma- 
ny beings, of whoſe exiſtence you may be certain, 
and yet know not that Pride, born of great Folly, was 
« the original of them all. Here Cruelty and Tyranny 
ce take up their habitation, nay, even Luxury often 
« worſhips our goddeſs, though her birth is dubious, 
and ſhe pays her court alternately here, and to the 
« poddeis of Pleaſure.” I replied, that ſhe judged 
right, for that I did indeed ſee many perſons there, of 
whoſe deſcent I had been hitherto doubtful. I begged 
her to tell me in what manner Pride rewarded her fol- 
lowers; ſhe told me ſhe could not ſiay any longer with 
me, for ſhe was called upon to aſſiſt in that ceremony, 
which could not be performed without her; but if 1 
would obſerve her narrowly, I ſhould be able to fatis- 
fy my own curioſity. In ſaying this, ſhe left me, and 
advancing immediately to the throne, threw herſelf at 


_ Pride's footſtool. 


PRI Dx raiſed and embraced her, ſaying; «My dear 
« Deception, I muſt confeſs you perform your duty, in 
© bringing me and my offspring thoſe worſhippers, 
© we ſo juſtly merit; and, if it was not for my natu- 
© ral antipathy to the word Thanks, 1 am not ſure, that 
© ſhould not acknowledge you deſerve them: but go, 


© reward my votaries in the uſual manner.“ 


DECEPTION bowed low, and ſeemed greatly re- 
1-2 
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joiced at her command; ſhe then went round to eve- 
ry inhabitant of the palace, who each of them gave her 
a little picture, through the middle of which ſhe made 
a hole with a ſmall ſcrew, (of which ſhe was provided 
with great numbers) and left the ſcrew in it. The mo- 
ment my fellow-travellers ſaw this done, they all be- 
gan to beckon, and call to her at once. She went to 
them as faſt as poſſible one after another; they careſſed 
her at firſt with great joy, but by their diſtorted coun- 
tenances, I viſibly perceived, ſhe contrived ſome method 
of putting them to great pain. 

Wren the ceremony was over, I called to her, and 
begged an explanation of what I had ſeen. She frown- 
ed, and expreſſed much ill- humour, at being obliged 
to gratity me, and then began by ſaying; *© I thought 
“your own penetrating eyes would have unravelled 
« the myſteries of this place; but ſince I find it is o- 
„ therwiſe, and it is my unhappy lot to reveal them 
* unto you, know that all thoſe pictures, through 
« which you ſaw me put the ſcrews, are hieroglyphi- 
« cal repreſentations of ſome virtue or faculty of the 
© mind: for example, that given me by Inſolence, is 
ce repreſentation of Greatneſs of Mind; that by 
„ Spiteful Criticiſm, of Learning and Underſtanding; 
« that by Falſe Ridicule, of True Wit; that by Ill- 
Nature, of Juſtice; that by Envy, of Penetration 
& and ſo all the reſt. I have the power of ſcrewing 
& into the boſoms of all who love and careſs me, that 
«© picture, of which they make choice. Tais puts them 
« to great pain, but yet they are fo eager to have it 
done, that they ſuffer it very patiently. Sometimes; 
«& when I meet with any ſmall feed of that virtue or 
« faculty of the mind, which my picture only fallly 
« repreſents, I am at great trouble to root it out; but 
ce then the reflection, how much I impoſe on theſe 
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« fools, (who by cultivating and improving this ſeed, 
© might really poſſeſs what they ſuffer ſo much only to 
« ſancy they poſſeſs) doubly overpays my labour, and 
«© Tam ready to burſt my ſides with laughing. The 
% moment I have ſcrewed my picture into the boſom 
„of my goddeſs's worſhippers, they have a power of 
„ turning their eyes inward, and looking at it for the 
« reit of their lives. In this, and in endeavouring 10 
«© prove to others that this repreſentation is reality, 
they ſpend their time, and grow very fond of all 
* thote who either do believe them, or tell them they 
«© do; but thoſe who are too faithful to try to impoſe 
« on them, and would be glad to take from their bo- 
© ſoms this painful ſcrew, and in its ſtead place there 
© what is truly valuable, they hate and never forgive. 
This is the cauſe of a very great part of the diſcord 
© and contention in the world. But whenever two 
e people meet, who have the ſame repreſentations in 
their boſoms, they are then apparent friends, though 
generally ſecret enemies. I have no power to do 
this to any but thoſe who voluntarily careſs me; and, 
with the exception only of ſome few perſons whom 
curioſity draws hither, all who enter this place are 
fond of me. 
HRE ſhe ceaſed; I ſtood a ſmall time aſtoniſhed 
at what ſhe had told me; and then defired her only to 
inform me of one thing more, namely, whether Pride 
never rewarded her followers with fine equipage, gran- 
deur, finery, &c. My guide ſmiled, and faid that 
was the common queſtion of the curious. But, con- 
tinued ſhe, © My goddeſs ſcorns to give ſuch rewards, 
© her votaries are often ſeen in rags: But Vanity, who is 
* ſo diſtant a relation of hers that ſhe will hardly deign 
to own her, keeps her court not a great way off; 
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«© whither if you will go, you may ſee what by miſtake 
* you imagined was to be found herc.” 

IPRESEN TI x ſet out as directed to Vanity's court; 
but the road was ſo encumbered with ribhands, frin- 
ges, gold and ſilver lace, and all forts of finery, that 
my feet were entangled every ſtep I took; and the 
prancing horſes which drew after them gilt coaches 
and chariots, were like every moment to have run o- 
ver me; ſo that it was ſo tireſome, I leſt it, and turned 
up another path, and endeavoured to find my way 
back again to the gates, very melancholy that I had 
found no palace where I could wiſh to ſtay: but I had 
now no guide, and was bewildered in my own thoughts; 


when turning my eyes on my right-hand, I ſaw, in a 


narrow winding lane, a ſmall party that ſeemed to 
walk chearfully on, notwithſtanding any. difficulties 
they encountered on the road. Curioſity led me to 
join them; and as ſoon as I came within their reach, 
the hindmoſt held out a friendly hand to help me on; 
for here, quite contrary to all the other companies I 
have deſcribed, every one helped his next neighbour 
as much as lay in his power, which ſoftned the rough- 
neſs of the way, and made the moſt rugged paths ſeem 


eaſy to us. Our guide's name was Patience; and her 


continual ſmiles and merry countenance gladdened our 
hearts, and made us forget every diſagreeable thing in 
our paſſage. Juſt as we were getting out of this in- 
tricare path, and ſaw before us the moſt beautiful pro- 
ſpect imaginable; at the very opening of the gate that 
led to this charming ſcene, were Avarice, Ambition, 
Pride, and Pleaſure; in ſhort, all the deities at whoſe 


palaces we had already been, were aſſembled, in order 


to prevent our entering it, and by the arts they uſed, 
they greatly leſſened our train. But we the few refo- 
lute who overcame them, the moment we had forced 
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eur way through, were delivered by Patience over to 
Truth, who conducted us on to the palace of Benevo- 
lence. Under the direction of ſuch a guide, we ſeem - 
ed to ſiy rather than walk; the proſpect enlarged, and- 
the road grew broader every ſtep we went. When we 
arrived, at the command of our guide all the gates flew 
open; and the countenance of all the inhabitants was 
enough to infuſe joy and gladneſs into the molt inſen- 
fble hearts. The goddeſs of the place, who is called 
Benevolence, or Real Love, makes it her whole ſtudy 
hourly to enhance the pleaſure of her followers. On 
her right-hand fits Soft Compaſſion, ever ſtudying the 
good of her objects; and on her leſt is placed Gentle 
Tenderneſs, with eyes overflowing with tears of ſor- 
row or of jcy; though in this happy place the latter 
was moft times the caſe. In all the other palaces I had 
heard of theſe two beings, eſpecially in that of Pride, 
but till now never ſaw any ſigns of them. I had ſo 
often heard it diſputed whether they had any exiſtence 
at all, that I was overjoyed at the ſight of them. The 
very words Malignity, Anger, Strife, Envy, &c. were 
baniſhed hence; and what elfewhere would be called 
the height of friendſhip, here was but the common 
behaviour of every man to his acquaintance; the rule 
of their lives was the goſpel. In ſhort, here chriſtia- 
nity was really taught and really practiſed. Error and 
infirmities even here crept in, but they ſerved only to 
promote the humility and penitence of the offenders, 
and exert the compaſſion and good - nature of all the reſt. 
The ſentence, © They deſerve no pity becauſe it ts 
* their own fault,” however common it may be in the 
world, was never heard in this place; on the contrary, 
compaſſion was here heightened, in proportion, as the 
grief of the ſufferer muft be the greater. Here an in- 
nocent inclination was always ſure to be gratiſied; be- 
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cauſe the very hinting ſuch an inclination was reaſon 
enough for whoever heard it, to endeavour to fulſil i 
without any Why's or Wherefore's. If it would but 
ſtand the teſt of being innocent, all farther examinati- 
on ceaſed, Here all common amuſements were heigh. 
tened into pleaſures, by being participated with others; 
and the moderation with which they were enjoyed, 
prevented any ill conſequence from attending them, 
Here every relative duty, ſuch as that from-parents to 
children, and that from children to parents, &c. were ſo 
exactly performed, that no complaints of heart-break- 
ing torments from the ill uſage of others were ever 
heard; nor was that fort of melancholy to be ſeen on 
any countenance, that indicates a mind tormented by 
tender grief. Here every ſeed of real unaffected vir- 
tue was cultivated and improved; and, conſequently, 
all the real happineſs human nature is capable of, was 
here enjoyed, and doubled by the hopes of yet greater, 

F was fo pleaſed with this ſcene, that I wiſhed ne- 
ver to loſe the view of it; but alas! I awoke, and all 
the viſion vaniſhed from my eyes. 
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ABQOUR, the offspring of Want, and the mo- 
ther of Health and Contentment, lived with her 
two daughters in a little cottage by the ſide of a hill, 
at a great diſtance from town. They were totally un- 
acquainted with the great, and had kept no better com- 
pany than the neighbouring villagers; But having a der 
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fire of ſeeing the world, they forſcok their companions 
:nd habitation, and determined- to travel. Labour 
went ſoberly along the road, with Health on her right- 
band, who by the Tprightlineſs of her converſation, 
and ſongs of chearfulneſs and joy, ſoſtened the toils of 
the way; while Contentment went ſmiling on the left, 


ſupporting the ſteps of her mother, and by her per- 


petual good humour, increaſing the vivacity of her 
fiſter. - 8 
Is this manner they travelled over foreſts, and thro? 
towns and villages, till at laſt they arrived at the capi- 
tal of the kingdom. | 

Ar their entrance into the great city, the mother 
conjured her daughters never to Joſe fight of her; for 
it was the will of Jupiter, ſhe ſaid, that their ſeparati- 
en ſhould be attended with the utter ruin of all three. 
Dut Health was of too gay a diſpoſition to regard the 
counſels of Labour: ſhe ſuFered herſelf to be debauch- 
ed by Intemperance, and at laſt died in the child-birth 
of Diſeaſe, Contentment, in the abſence of her ſiſter, 
gare herſelf up to the enticements of Sloth, and was ne- 
ver heard of after: while Labour, who” could have no 
enjoyment without her daughters, went every where in 
ſcarch of them, till ſhe was at laſt ſeized by Laſſitude 
in her way, and died in miſery. 
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FO. MOUNTAIN AN p TEMPLE 
OF FAME. 


THOUGHT I was conveyed into a wide and 
1 boundleſs plain, that was covered with prodigious 
multitudes of people, which no man could number. In 
the midft of it there ſtood a mountain, with its head a. 
bove the clouds, The ſides were extremely ſteep, and 
of ſuch a particular ſtructure, that no creature which 
was not made in an human figure could poſſibly aſcend 
it. On a ſudden there was heard from the top of it a 
found like that of a trumpet; but ſo exceeding ſweet and 
harmonious, that it filled the hearts of thoſe who heard 
it with raptures, and gave ſuch high and delightful 
fenſations, as ſeemed to animate and raiſe human na- 
ture above itfelf. This made me very much amazed 
to find ſo very few in that innumerable multitude, who 
had ears fine enough to hear or reliſh this muſic with 
pleaſure: but my wonder abated, when, upon looking 
round me, I ſaw moft of them attentive to three Sirens 
cloathed like goddeſſes, and diſtinguiſhed by the name 
of Sloth, Ignorance, and Pleaſure. They were ſeatel 
cn three rocks, amidſt a beautiful variety of groves, 
meadows, and rivulets, that lay on the borders of the 
mountain. While the baſe and groveling multituce 
of different nations, ranks, and ages, were liſtening v 
thefe delufive deities; thoſe of a more erect aſpect, ani 
exalted ſpirit, ſeparated themſelves from the reſt, and 
marched in great bodies towards the mountain fron 
whence they heard the ſound, which ill grew ſweet: 
er the more they liſtened to it. 
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Ox a ſudden methought this ſelect band ſprang for- 


ward, with a reſolution to climb the aſcent, and follow 
the call of that heavenly muſic. Every one took ſome- 
thing with him, that he thought might be of aſſiſtance to 
him in his march. Several had their ſwords drawn, 
ſome carried rolls of paper in their hands, ſome had 


compaſles, others quadrants, others teleſcopes, and o- 


thers pencils: fome had laurels on their heads, and o- 
id thers buſkins on their legs: In thort, there was ſcarce 
US any inſtrument of a nie WEE art or liberal ſcience, 
In W which was not made uſe of on this occaſion. My good 
a. Dzmon, who ſtood at my right-hand during the courſe 
dF of this whole viſion, obſerving in me a burning defire 
ch to join that glorious company, told me he highly ap- 
d proved that generous ardour with which I ſeemed tranſ- 
ported; but at the fame time adviſed me to cover my 
d face with a maſk all the while I was to labour on the 
1M aſcent. I took his counſel, without enquiring into his 
ul rcaſons. The whole body now broke into different 
parties, and began to climb the precipice by ten thou- 
fand different paths. Several got into little alleys, which 


did not reach far up. the hill, before they ended and led 


no farther; and I obſerved, that moſt of the artizans, 
WW viich confiderably diminiſhed our number, tell inte 
WF theſe paths. | 

5 We left another conſiderable wah of advent 
behind us, who thought they had diſcovered by-ways 
"WW wp the hill, which proved ſo very intricate and per- 
WM picxed, that after having advanced in them a little, 
; they were quite loſt among the ſeveral turns and wind- 
"i ings; and though they were as active as any in their 
oF motions, they made but little progreſs in the aſcent. 
Hieſe, as my guide informed me, were men of ſubtle 
eempers, and puzzled politics, who would ſupply the 

II 6 


190 YISIONS AND ALLEECORIES 


place cf real wiſdom with cunning and artifice, 4 
mong thoſe who were far advanced in their way, ther, 
were ſome that by one falſe ſtep fell backward, and I 
more ground in a moment, than they had gained { 
many hours, or could be ever able to recover. We 
were now advanced very high, and obſerved that all 
the dilerent paths, which ran about the ſides of the 
mountain, began to meet in two great roads; which 
inſenſibly gathered the whole mulitude of traveller 
into two great bodies. At a little diſtance from the 
entrance of each road, there ſtood an hideous phantom, 
that oppoſed our further paſſage: One of theſe appa- 
ritions had its right hand filled with darts, which he 
brandiſhed in the face of all who came up that way: 
Crouds ran back at the appearance of it, and cried ont, 
Death. The ſpectre that guarded the other road, waz 
Envy: She was not armed with weapons of deſtruct:: 
on, like the former; but by dreadful hiſßngs, noiſes ci 
reproach, and a horrid diſtracted laughter, ſhe appear. 
cd more frightful than Death itſelf, inſomuch that 2, 
bundance of our company were diſcouraged from pat: 
fing any further, and ſome appeared aſhamed of having 
come ſo far. As for myſelf, I muſt confeſs my heart 
'thrunk within me at the fight of theſe ghaſtly appear- 
ances: But on a ſudden, the voice ef the trumpet 
came more ſull upon us, ſo that we felt a new reſolu- 
tion reviving in us; and in preportion as ti is reſolution 
grew, the terrors beſore us ſcemed to vaniſh. Moit 
of the company, who had ſwords in their hands, maich- 
ed on with great ſpirit, and an air of deſiance, up the 
road that was commanded by Death; while ochers, who 
had Thought and Contemplation in their looks, went 
forward in a more compoſed manner up the road pol. 
ſeſled by Envy. The way above theſe apparitions grew 
ſmooth and uniform, and was fo delightful, chat tie 
| 
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travellers went on with pleaſure, and in a little time 


arrived at the top of the mountain. They here began 


to breathe a delicious kind of æther, and ſaw all the 


fields about them covered with a kind of purple light, that 
made them reflect with ſatisfaction on their paſt toils; 
and diffuſed a ſecret joy through the whole aſſembly, 
which ſhewed itſelf in every look and feature. In the 
midſt of theſe happy fields there ſtood a palace of a ve- 


| ry glorious ſtructure: It had four folding-doors, that 


faced the four ſeveral quarters of the world.. On the top 
of it was enthroned the Goddeſs of the mountain, who 
ſmiled upon her votaries, and ſounded the filver trum- 
pet which had called them up, and cheared them in 
their paſſage to the palace. They had now formed 
themſelves into ſeveral diviſions; a band of hiſtorians . 
taking their ſtations at each door, according to the per- 
ſons whom they were to introduce. 

Ox a ſudden, the trumpet, which had hitherto ſound- 
ed only a march, or point of war, now ſwelled all its. 
notes into triumph and exultation: 'The whole fabric 
jhook, and the doors flew open. The firſt who ſtep- 
ped forward, was a beautiful blooming hero, and as I 
heard by the murmurs round me, Alexander the Great. 
He was conducted by a croud of hiſtorians. The per. 
ſon who immediately walked before him, was remark- 
able for an embroidered garment, who not being well 
acquainted with the place, was conducting him to an 
apartment appointed for the reception of fabulous he- 
roes. The name of this falſe guide was Quintus Cur- 
tius. But Arrian and Plutarch, who knew better the 
avenues of this palace, conducted him into a great hall, 
and placed him at the upper end of the firſt table. My 
good Dzmon, that I might ſee the whole ceremony, 
conveyed me to a corner of this room, where I might 


perecive all that paſſed, without being ſeen myſelf, The 
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ineffable grace at their meeting, and retired. 


- molt of the hiſtorians offered their ſervice to introduce 
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next who entered was a charming virgin, leading in 2 
venerable old man that was blind. Under her left arm 
ſhe bore a harp, and on her head a garland. Alexan. 
der, who was very well acquainted with Homer, ſtood 
up at his entrance, and placed him on his right-hand, 
The virgin, who it ſeems was one of the nine ſiſters 
that attended on the Goddeſs of Fame, ſmiled with an 


 JoLivs Caxsar was now coming forward; and tho 


him, ke left them at the door, and would have no con- 
ductor but himſelf. | 

THE next who advanced was a man of an homely but 
chearful aſpect, and attended by perſons of greater figure 
than any that appeared on this occaſion. Plato was on 
his right-hand, and Xenophon on his left. He bowed to 
Homer, and fat down by him. It was expected that 
Plato would have himſelf taken a place next to his ma- Ip 
ſter Socrates; but on a ſudden there was heard a great Ih 
clamour of diſputants at the door, who appeared with iſ o 
Ariſtotle at the head of them, That philoſopher with W tl 
ſome rudeneſs, but great ſtrength of reaſon, convinced I a 
the whole table, that a title to the fifth * was his due, al 
and took it accordingly. h 

Hz had ſcarce ſat down, when the ſame beautiful MW h. 
virgin that had introduced Homer brought in another, W T 
who hung back at the entrance, and would have excul-I ai 
ed himſelf, had not his modeſty been overcome by the i a 
invitation of all who fat at the table. His guide and v: 
behaviour made me eafily conclude it was Virgil. Ci. ſr 
cero next appeared, and took his place. He had en. w 
quired at the door for one Lucceius to introduce him; in 
but not finding him there, he contented himfeif wit vi 
the attendance of many other writers, who all, excej:il th 


Salluit, appeared highly pleaſed with the office. ſp 
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Ws waited ſome time in expectation of the next 
Worthy, who came in with a great retinue of hiſtori- 
ans, whoſe names I could not learn, moſt of them be- 
ing natives of Carthage. 'The perſon thus conducted, 
who was Hannibal, feemed much diſturbed, and could 
not forbear complaining to the board, of the affronts he 
had met with among the Roman hiſtorians, who at- 
tempted, ſays he, to carry me into the ſubterraneous 
apartment; and perhaps would have done it, had it not 
been for the impartiality of this Gentleman, pointing 
to Polybius, who was the only perſon, except my own 
countrymen, that was willing to conduct me hither. 

Tae Carthaginian took his ſeat, and Pompey enter- 
ed with great dignity in his own perſon, and preceded 
by ſeveral hiſtorians. Lucan the poet was at the head 
of them, who obſerving Homer and Virgil at the table, 
was going to fit down himſelf, had not the latter whiſ- 
pered him, that whatever pretence he might otherwiſe 
have had, he forfeited his claim to it, by coming in as 
one of the hiſtorians. Lucan was ſo exaſperated with 
the repulſe, that he muttered ſomething to himſelf; 


and was heard to ſay, that ſince he could not have a ſeat 


among them himfelf, he would bring in one who alone 
had more merit than their whole aſſembly: Upon which 
he went to the door, and brought in Cato of Utica. 


That great man approached the company with ſuch an | 


air, that ſhewed he contemned the honour which he laid 
a claim to. Obſerving the ſeat oppoſite to Cæſar was 
vacant, he took poſſeſſion of it, and ſpoke two or three 


ſmart ſentences upon the nature of precedency, 


which, according to him, conſiſted not in place, but 
in intrinſic merit; to which he added, thzt the moſt 
virtuous man, wherever he was ſeated, was always at 
the upper end of the table. Socrates, who had a great 
ſpirit of raillery with his wiſdom, could not forbear 
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Archimedes, who came forward with a ſcheme of ma- 
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ſmiling at a virtue which took ſo little pains to make 
itſelf agreeable. Cicero took occaſion to make a long 
diſcourſe in praiſe of Cato, which he uttered with 
much vehemence. Cæſar anſwered him with a gten 
deal of ſeeming temper; but as I ſtood at a great i. 
ſtance from them, I was not able to bear one word of 
what they ſaid. But I could not forbear taking no- 
tice, that in all the diſcourſe which paſſed at the table, 
a word or nod from Homer decided the controverſy. 
AFTER a ſhort pauſe Auguſtus appeared, looking 
round him with a ſerene and affable countenance upon 


all the writers of his age, who ſtrove amongſt them- 


ſelves which of them ſhould ſhew him the greateſt 
marks of gratitude and reſpect. Virgil roſe from the 
table to meet him; and though he was an acceptable 
gueſt to all, he appeared more ſuch to the learned, 
than the military Worthics. The next man aſtoniſh- 
ed the whole. table with his appearance: He was flow, 
folemn, and filent in his behaviour, and wore a rai- 
ment curiouſly wrought with hieroglyphics. As he 
came into the middle of the room, he threw up the 
{kirt of it, and diſcovered a golden thigh. Socrates, 
at the fight of it, declared againſt keeping company 
with any who were not made of fleſh and blood; and 
therefore deſired Diogenes the Laertian to lead him to 
the apartment allotted for fabulous heroes, and Wore 
thies of duhious exiſtence. At his going out, he told 
them, that they did not know whom they diſmiſſed; 
that he was now Pythagoras, the firſt of philoſophers, 
and that formerly he had been a very brave man at the 
ſiege of Troy. That may be very true, ſaid Socrates; 
but you forget that you have likewiſe been a very great 
harlot in your time. This excluſton made way for 
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thematical figures in his hand; among which I obſer- 


ed a cone and a cylinder. 

A SEEING this table full, I deſired my guide, for va- 
a riety, to lead me to the fabulous apartment, the roof 
i. Jof which was painted with Gorgons, Chimera's, and 
of Ml Centaurs, with many other emblematical figures, which 
„. Il wanted both time and ſkill to unriddle. The firſt 
cM able was almoſt full: At the upper end fat Hercules 

leaning an arm upon his club; on his right were A- 
7 chilles and Ulyſſes; and betworn them ZEneas; on his 
n Wit were Hector, Theſeus, and Jaſon: The lower end 
1- MI bad Orpheus, Zſop, Phalaris, and Muſzeus. The uſh- 
ers ſeemed at a loſs for a twelfth man, when, me- 
ge MW thought, to my great joy and ſurprize, I heard ſome at 
le MW the lower end of the table mention Iſaac Bickerſtaff: 
But thoſe of the upper end received it with diſdain 
i» Fond faid, if they muſt bave a Britiſh W orthy, they 
7, Vvould have Robin Hood. 
i- WIEILE I was tranſported with the honour that was 
je done me, and burning with envy againſt my competi- 
tor, I was awakened by the noiſe of the cannon which 
were then fired for the taking of Mons. I ſhould have 
been very much troubled at being thrown out of ſo 
pleaſing a viſion on any other occaſion; but thought 
to Dit an agreeable change to have my ee diverted 
re Iliom the greateſt among the dead and fabulous heroes, 
d Mio the moſt ſamous among the real and living. 
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ver beheld: it was a large valley, divided Þy a river fil 
the pureſt water I had ever ſeen, The ground or. each 
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ADVICE TO THE LADIES: A VISION. Ap. 
DRESSED. To CLOE. | | 


ETHOUGHT I was unaccountably convey 


ed into the moſt delicious place mine eyes e. 


fide of it roſe by an eaſy aſcent, and was covered with, 
flowers of an infinite variety, which as they were re. 
flected in the water, doubled the beauties of the place, i, 
or rather formed an imaginary ſcene more beautiſul 
than the real. On each ſide of the river was a range. 
of lofty trees, whoſe boughs were loaded with almolt 
as many birds as leaves. Every tree was full of har. 
mony. E 

I HAD not gone far in this pleaſant valley, when! 
perceived that it was terminated by a moſt magnificey 
temple, The ſtructure was antient and regular. O. 
the top of it was figured the god Saturn, in the ſam 
ſhape and dreſs tbat the poets uſually repreſent Time. 

As I was advancing to ſatisfy my curioſity by a near, 
er view, I was ſtopped by an object far more beautiful 
than any I had before diſcovered in the whole place, 
I fancy, Madam, you will eaſily gueſs that this cou. 
hardly be any thing but yourſelf: in reality it was fo;þ, 
you lay extended on the flowers by the ſide of the f ſe 
ver, ſo that your hands, which were thrown in 2 ne i 
gligent poſture, almoſt touched the water. Your ev; 
were cloſed; but if your ſleep deprived me of che ia 
tisfaCtion of ſeeing them, it left me at leiſure to con 
template ſeveral other charms, which diſappear woe 
your eyes are open. I could not but admire che tral 
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lity you ſlept in, eſpecially when I conſidered the 
alineſs you produce in ſo many others. 

HILE I was wholly taken up in theſe reflexions, 
doors of the temple flew open, with a very great 
ſe; and lifting up mine eyes, I ſaw two figures, in 
an ſhape, coming into the valley. Upon'a nearer 
rey, 1 found them to be Youth and Love. The firſt 
incircled with a kind of purple light, that ſpread 
lry over all the place; the other held a flaming 
ch in his hand. I could obſerve, that all the way 
they came towards us, the flowers appeared more 
ly, the trees ſhot out in bloſſoms, the birds threw 
mſelves into pairs, and ſerenaded them as they paſ- 
the whole face of nature glowed with new begu- 
. They were no ſooner arrived at the place where 
1 lay, than they ſeated themſelves on each fide of 
. On their approach, methought I ſaw a new bloom 
e in your face, and new charms diffuſe themſelves 
r your whole perſon, You appeared more than 
tal; but, to my great ſurpriſe, continued faſt a- 
p, though the two deities made ſeveral gentle ef- 
s to awaken you. 
rr a ſhort time, Youth (diſplaying a pair of 
ngs, which I had not before taken notice of) flew 
Love ſtil] remained, and holding the torch which 
had in his hand before your face, you ſtill appeared 
beautiful as ever. The glaring of the light in your 
s at length awakened you; when, to my great ſur- 
ſe, inſtead of acknowledging the favour of the dei- 
you irowned upon him, and ſtruck the torch out 
Wis band, into the river. The god, after having re- 
ded you with a look that ſpoke at once his pity and 
pleaſure, flew away, Immediately a kind of gloom 
ipread the whole place. At the ſame time I ſaw 
udeous ſpectre enter at one end of the valley. 


all 
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His eyes were ſunk into his head, his face was pl. 
and withered, and his ſkin puckered up in wrinkle 
As he walked on the ſides of the bank, the river in 
the flowers faded, the trees ſhed their bloſſoms, 
birds dropped from off the boughs, and fell dead 
his feet. By theſe marks I knew him to be Old-A 
You were ſeized with the utmoſt terror and am 
ment at his approach. You endeavoured to have { 
but the phantom caught you in his arms. You n 
eaſily gueſs at the change you ſuffered in this embr 

For my own part, though I am ſtill too full of 

i Ureadful idea, I will not ſhock you with a deſcrip 

of it. J was ſo ſtartled at the ſight, that my fleep 

mediately left me, and I found myſelf awake, at! 
ſure to conſider of a dream which ſeems too extras 
wy to be without a meaning. 
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A VISION. 


Was laſt week taking a ſolitary walk in the gar 
of Lincoln's-Inn, (a favour that is indulged me 
ſeveral of the Benchers, who are my intimate frien 
and grown old with me in this neighbourhood) wi 
according to the nature of men in years, who haven 
but little progreſs in the advancement of their tot 
or their fame, I was repining at the ſudden rife of m 
perſons who are my juniors, and indeed at the unt 
diſtribution of wealth, honour, and all other beeft 
of life. I was loſt in this thought, when the night c 
upon me and drew my mind into a far more agree: 
contemplation. The heaven above me appeared it 


FF ONTe@ UT id „ 
lories, and preſented me with ſuch an hemiſphere 
rs, as made the moſt agreeable proſpect imagina- 
o one who delights in the ſtudy of Nature. It hap- 
ed to be a freezing night, which had purified the 
e body of air into ſuch a bright tranſparent ether, 
nude every conſtellation viſible; and at the ſame 
t gave ſuch a particular glowing to the ſtars, that I 
cht it the richeſt ſky I had ever ſeen. I could not 
old a ſcene ſo wonderfully adorned and lighted up; 
may be allowed that expreſſion, without ſuitable 
litations on the Author of ſuch illuſtrious and ama! 
r objects: For on theſe occaſions, philoſophy ſug*+ 
motives. to religion, and religion adds pleaſures 
loſophy. ! 
is ſoon as I had recovered my uſual temper and 
nity of ſoul, I retired to my lodgings, with the fas 
tion of having paſled away a few hours in the pro- 
employments of a reaſonable creature; and promi- 
myſelf that my flumbers would be ſweet, I no 
er fell into them, but I dreamed a dream, or ſaw 
ion, for J know not which to call it, that ſeemed 
ſe out of my evening-meditation, and had ſome- 
gin it fo ſolemn and ſerious, that I cannot forbear 
municating it; though I muſt confeſs the wildneſs 
nagination, which in a dream is always looſe and 
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ev ar; diſcovers itſelf roo much in ſeveral parts of 
C IN | - . ” 

* ETHOUGHT I ſaw the ſame azure ſky diverſiſied 
* the ſame glorious luminaries which had enter- 


el me a little before I fell aſleep. I was. looking 
1 on that ſign in the heavens which is 
dl by the name of the Balance, when on a ſudden 
© appeared in it an extraordinary light, as if the 
ſnould riſe at midnight. By its increaſing - in 
ah and luſtre, I ſoon found that it approached to- 
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wards the earth; and at length could diſcern ſomeM* 
like a ſhadow hovering in the midſt of a great gf 
which in a little time after I diſtinctly perceived i 
the figure of a woman. I fancied at firſt it might 
been the Angel, or Intelligence that guided the 
ſtellation from which it deſcended; but upon 21 
er view, I ſaw about her all the emblems with y 
the goddeſs of Juſtice is uſually deſcribed. Her c 
tenance was unſpeakably awful and majeſtic, but ei 
ſitely beautiful to thoſe whoſe eyes were ſtrong eng 
to behold it; her ſmiles tranſported with rapture, 
frowns terrified to deſpair. She held in her ha 
mirror, endowed with the ſame qualities as that 
the painters put into the hand of Truth. 
"THERE ſtreamed from it a light, which diſtiny 
ed itſelf from all the ſplendors that ſucronnded 
more than a flaſh of lightning ſhines in the mid 
day-light. As ſhe moved it in her hand it bright 
the heavens, the air, or the earth. When ſhe hal 
ſcended ſo low as to be ſeen and heard by mortal 
make the pomp of her appearance more ſuppom 
the threw darkneſs and clouds about her, that tea tit 
ed the light into a thouſand beautiful ſhades anal 
lours, and multiplied that luſtre, which was betorgſ to 
ſtrong and dazzling, into a variety of milder gloriÞt" 
I the mean time, the world was in an alarm, 
all the inhabitants of it gathered together upon ee 
cious plain; ſo that I ſeemed t) have the whole 
cies before my eyes. A voice was heard from m. 
clouds, declaring the intention of this viſit, which! 
to reſtore and appropriate to every one living P] 
was his due. The fear and hope, joy and ſ ti 
which appeared in that aſſembly, after this ſolem 
claration, are not to be expreſſe Il. The firſt edi 
then pro:ounced,“ That all titles and claims t 
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n es and eſtates, or to any part of them, ſheuld be im- 
« mediately veſted ” 6 the rightful owner.” Upon this, 
the inhabitants of the earth held up the inſtruments 
of their tenure, whether in parchment, paper, wax, or 
any other form of conveyance; and as the goddeſs 
moved the mirror of Truth which the held in her hand, 
ſo that the light which flowed from it fell upon the 
mul-itude, they examined the ſeveral inſtruments by 
the beams of it. The rays of this mirror had a parti- 
cular quality of ſetting fire to all forgery and falſhood. 
The blaze of papers, the melting of ſeals, and crack- 
ling of parchments, made a very odd ſcene. The fire 
very oſten ran through two or three lines only, and 
then ſtopped. Though I could not but obſerve, that 


the flame chiefly broke out among the interlineations 


and codicits; the light of the mirror, as it was turned 
up and down, pierced into all the dark corners and re- 
ceſſes of the univerſe, and by that means detected ma- 


ny writings and records which had been hidden or bu- 


ried by time, chance, or deſign. This occaſioned a 
wonderful revolution among the people. At the ſame 
time, the ſpoils of extortion, fraud, and robbery, with 


all the fruits of bribery and corruption, were thrown 


together into a prodigious pile, that almoſt reached to 
the clouds, and was called, “ The mount of reſtituti- 
«on;” to which all injured perſons were invited, to re- 
ceive what belonged to them. 

Oxe might ſee crouds of people i in tattered gar- 
ments come up, and change clothes with others that 
were dreſſed with lace and embroidery. Several who were 
Plumbs, or very near it, became men of moderate for- 
tunes; and many others who were overgrown in 
wealth and poſſeſſions, had no more left than what they 
uually ſpent. What moved my concern moſt was, 


of ſeeing them put into the hands of their deareſt 


thirck order proclaimed, * That all the poſts of dignity 
„and honour in the univerſe ſhould be conferred on 
e perſons of the greateſt merit, abilities, and perfect! 


immediately preſſed forward; but not being able to 
bear the ſplendor of the mirror, which played upon 
their faces, they immediately fell back among ti 
croud : But as the goddeſs tried the multitude by he: 
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to ſee a' certain ſtreet” of the greateſt credit iu Europe 
from one end to the other become bankrupt. 

THE next command was, for the whole body of man. 
kind to ſeparate themſelves into their proper families; 
which was no ſooner done, but an edict was iflued 
out, requiring all children “ to repair to their true and 
natural fathers.” This put a great part of the a. 
ſembly in motion; for as the mirror was moved oper 
them, it inſpired every one with ſuch a natural inſting, 
as directed them to their real parents. It was a very 
melancholy ſpectacle to ſee the fathers of very large 
families become childleſs, and batchelors undone by a 
charge of ſons and daughters. You might ſee a pte. 
ſumptive heir of a great eſtate aſk bleſſing of his coach- 
man, and a celebrated toaſt paying her duty to a valet 
de chambre. Many, under vows of celibacy, appcar- 
ed ſurrounded with a numerous iſſue. This change of 
Parentage would have cauſed great. op; 4y but 
that the calamity was pretty common; and that gene: 


rally thoſe who loſt their. children, had the farisfaQtion 


friends. Men were no ſooner ſettled in their rightto 
their poſſeſſions and their progeny, but there was a 


& on.” The handſome, the ſtrong, and the wealthy, 


glaſs, as the eagle does its young ones by the luſtre dl 
the ſun, it was remarkable, that every one turned away 
his face from it who had not diſtinguiſhed himſelf ei. 
ther by virtue, knowledge, or capacity in buſineſs, ei 


* 
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mer military or civil. This ſelect aſſembly was drawn 
vp in the center of a prodigious multitude, which was 
diffuſed on all ſides, and ſtood obſerving them, as idle 
people uſed to gather about a regiment that were ex- 
erciſing their arms. They were drawn up in three 
bodies: In the firſt were the men of virtue; in the ſe- 
cond, men of knowledge; and in the third, the men 
of buſineſs. It was impoſſible to look at the firſt column 
without a ſecret veneration, their aſpects were ſo ſweet- 
ened with humanity, raiſed with contemplation, em - 
boldened with reſolution, and adorned with the moſt 
agreeable airs, which are thoſe that proceed from ſecret 
habits of virtue. I could not but take notice, that 
there were many faces among them which were un- 
known, not only to the multitude, but even to ſeve- 
ral of their own body. 

Ix the ſecond column, conſiſting of the men of 
knowledge, there had been great diſputes before they 
fell into the ranks, which they did not do at laſt, with- 
out the poſitive command of the goddeſs who preſided 
over the aſſembly. She had ſo ordered it, that men 
of the greateſt genius and ſtrongeſt ſenſe were placed 
at the head of the column: Behind theſe, were ſuch 
as had formed their minds very much on the thoughts 
and writings of others. In the rear of the column 
were men who had more wit than ſenſe, or more learn- 
ing than underſtanding. All living authors of any va- 
Jue were ranged in one of theſe claſſes; but I muſt 
confeis, I was very much ſurprized to ſee a great body 
of editors, critics, commentators, and grammarians, 
meet with ſo very ill a reception. They had formed 
themſelves into a body, and with a great deal of arro- 


gance demanded the firſt ſtation in. the column of 


knowledge; but the goddeſs, inſtead of complying 
with their requeſt, clapped them all into liveries, and 
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bid them know themſelves for no other but the lac. 
quies of the learned. 

THe third column were men of buſineſs, and con. 
ſilting of perſons in military and civil capacities. The 
former marched out from the reſt, and placed them- 


ſelves in the front; at which the others thook their 


heads at them, but did not think fit to diſpute the 
poſt with them. I could not but make ſeveral obſer. 


vations upon this laſt column of people; but I hare 


certain private reaſons why I do not think fit to com- 
municate them to the public. In order to fill up all 
the poſts of honour, dignity, and profit, there was 2 
draught made out of each column of men, who were 
maſters of all three qualifications in ſome degree, and 
were preferred to ſtations of the firſt rank. The ſe 
cond draught was made out of ſuch as were poſſeſſed 
of any two of the qualifications, who were diſpoſed of 
in ſtations of a ſecond dignity. "Thoſe who were left, 
and were endowed only with one of them, had their 
ſuitable poſts. When this was over, there remained 
many places of truſt and profit unfilled, for which there 
were freſh draughts made out of the ſurrounding mul- 
titude, who had any appearance of theſe excellencics, 
or were recommended by thoſe who poſſeſſed them in 


| reality. 


ALL were ſurprized to ſee ſo many new faces 
in the moſt eminent dignities; and for my own part, 


I was very well pleaſed to ſee that all my friends ei— 


ther kept their preſent poſts, or were advanced to 
bigher. 

Tur male world were diſmiſſed by the woddeſs of 
Juſtice, and diſappeared, when on a ſudden the whole 


plain was covered with women. So charming 2 mul- 


ritude filled my heart with unſpeakable pleaſure; and 
as the celeſtial light of the mirror ſhone upon their ſa- 
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ces, ſeveral of them ſeemed rather perſons that de- 
ſcended in the train of the goddeſs, than ſuch who 
were brought before her to their trial. The clack of 
tongues, and confuſion of voices, in this new aſſembly, 
were ſo very great, that the goddeſs was forced to com - 
mand ſilence ſeveral times, and with ſome ſeverity, be- 
fore ſhe could make them attentive to her edicts. 
They were all ſenſible, that the moſt important affair 
among woman-kind was then to be ſettled, which e- 
rery one knows to be the point of place. This had 
niſed innumerable diſputes among them, and put the 
whole ſex into a tumult. Every one produced her 
claim, and pleaded her pretenſions. Birth, beauty, 
wit, or wealth, were words that rung in my ears from 
all parts of the plain. Some boaſted of the merit of 
their huſbands; others of their own power in govern- 
ing them. Some pleaded their unſpotted virginity; 
others their numerous iſſue. Some valued themſelves 
as they were the mothers, and others as they were the 
daughters, of conſiderable perſons. There was not a 
ſingle accompliſhment unmentioned, or unpractiſed. 
The whole congregation was full of ſinging, dancing, 
tolling, ogling, ſqueaking, ſmiling, ſighing, fanning, 
frowning, and all thoſe irreſiſtible arts which women 
put in practice, to captivate the hearts of reaſonable 
creatures. The goddeſs, to end this diſpute, cauſed it 
to be proclaimed, that every one ſhould take place ac- 
cording as ſhe was more or leſs beautiful. This decla- 
ration gave great ſatisfaCtion to the whole affembly, 
wiich immediately bridled up, and appeared in all its 
beauties. Such as believed themſelves graceful in 
their motion, found an occaſion of falling back, advan- 
cing forward, or making a falſe ſtep, that they might 
lnew their perſons in the moſt becoming air. Such 
5 lad fine necks and boſoms, were wonderfully curious 

1 ; 


deſs, but in reality to ſhew fine hands and arms, The 


ſhould be her own judge, and take her place according 


were made entirely conformable to their real charac- 
it in ſo many different lights, that each had an oppor 
tunity of ſeeing herſelf in it. 

- repreſentation in the mirror; multitudes ſtarted at 


ing features wither as they looked upon them, and their 
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196 VISIONS AND ALLEGORIES 
to look over the heads of the multitude, and obſerre 
the moſt diſtant parts of the aſſembly. Several clay. 
ped their hands on their foreheads, as helping their 
fight to look upon the glories that ſurrounded the god- 


ladies were yet better pleaſed, when they heard, that 
in the deciſion of this great controverſy, each of them 


to her own opinion of herſelf, when ſhe conſulted her 


Tooking- glaſs. 


Taz goddeſs then let down the mirror. of Truth in 


a golden chain, which appeared larger in proportion as 


it deſcended and approached nearer to the eyes of the 
beholders. It was the particular property of this look- 
ing-glaſs to baniſh all falſe appearances, and ſhew peo- 
ple what they are. 'The whole woman was repreſented, 
without regard to the uſual external features, which 


ters. In ſhort, the moſt accomplithed, taking in the 


whole circle of female perfections, were the molt beau- 


tiful; and the moſt deſective, the moſt deformed. The 
goddeſs ſo varied the motion of the glaſs, and placed 


am. Boos Þ8N|o DIS Fr ao 


Ir is impoſſible to deſcribe the rage, the. pleafure, 
or aſtoniſhment, that appeared in each face upon its 


their own form, and would have broke the glaſs if 
they could have reached it. Many ſaw their bloom: 


ſelf-admiration turned into a loathing and abhorrence. 
The lady who was thought ſo agreeable in her anger 
und was fo often celebrated for a woman of fire and 
ipirit, was frighted at her oven image, and fancicd ſic 
flaw a fury in the glaſs. The intereſted miſtreſs ane ela 
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2 Harpy, and the ſubtle jilt a Sphinx. I was very much 
troubled in my own heart, to ſee ſuch a deſtruction of 
fine faces; but at the ſame time had the pleaſure of 
ſceing ſeveral improved, which I had before looked u- 
pon as the greateſt maſter-pieces of Nature, I obſer- 
ved, that ſome few were fo humble as to be ſurprized 
at their own charms, and that many a one, who had 
lived in the retirement and ſeverity of a Veſtal, ſhined 
forth in all the graces and attractions of a Siren, I 
was raviſhed at the fight of a particular image in the 
mirror, which I think the moſt beautiful object that 
my eyes ever beheld. There was ſomething more than 
human in her countenance: Her eyes were ſo full of 
light, that they ſeemed to beautify every thing they 
looked upon. Her face was enlivened with ſuch a flo- 
nid bloom, as did not ſo properly ſeem the mark of 
health as of immortality. Her ſhape, her ſtature, and 
her mien, were ſuch as diſtinguiſhed her even there 
where the whole fair ſex was aſſembled. 

I was impatient to ſee the lady repreſented by fo 
divine an image, whom I found to be the perſon that 
ſtood at my right hand, and in the ſame point of view 
with myſelf. This was a little old woman, who in her 
prime had been about five feet high, though at preſent 
ſhrunk to about three quarters of that meaſure: Her 
natural aſpect was puckered up with wrinkles, and her 
bead covered with grey hairs, I had obſerved all a- 
long an innocent chearfulneſs in her face, which was 
now heightened into rapture, as ſhe beheld herſelf in 
the glaſs. It was an odd circumſtance in my dream, 
but I cannot forbear relating it, I conceived ſo great 
an inclination towards her, that I had thoughts of diſ- 
courſing her upon the point of marriage, when on a 
ſudden ſhe was carried from me; for the word was now 
given, that all who were pleaſed with their own images, 
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ſhould ſeparate, and place themſelves at the head of 
their ſex. 

Tus detachment was afterwards divided into thee 
bodies, conſiſting of maids, wives, and widows; the 
wives being placed in the middle, with the maids on 
the rigbt, and widows on the left, though it was 
with difficulty that theſe two laſt bodies were hinder. 
ed from falling into the centre. This ſeparation of 
thoſe who liked their real ſelves, not having leſſened 


the number of the main body ſo conſiderably as it 


might have been wiſhed, the goddeſs, after having 
drawn up her mirror, thought fit to make new dif- 
tinctions among thoſe who did not like the figure 
which they ſaw in it. She made ſeveral wholeſome 
edicts, which are flipt out of my mind; but there 
were two which dwelt upon me, as being very extra- 
ordinary in their kind, and executed with great ſeve- 
rity. Their deſign was, to make an example of two 
extremes in the female world; of thoſe who are very 
ſevere on the conduct of others, and of thoſe who are 
very regardleſs of their own. The firſt ſentence there- 
fore the goddeſs pronounced, was, that all females 
addicted to cenſoriouſneſs and detraction, ſhould loſe 
the uſe of ſpeech; a puniſhment which would be 
the moſt grievous tothe offender, and, what ſhould be 
the end of all punithments, effeEtual for rooting out 
the crime. Upon this edict, which was as ſoon exe- 
cuted as publiſhed, the noiſe ofthis aſſembly very con- 
ſiderably abated. It was a melancholy ſpectacle, to 

ſee ſo many who had the reputation. of rigid virtue 
ſtruck dumb. A lady who ſtood by me, and ſaw my 
concern, told me, ſhe wondered how I could be 
concerned for ſuch a pack of——1I found by the- ſha- 
king of her head, ſhe was going to give me their cha- 
racters, but by her ſaying no more, I perceived ſhe 
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of bad loſt the command of her tongue. This calamity 

feli very heavy upon that part of women who are diſ- 
ree tir vi ſhed by the name of Prudes, a courtly word for 
the N fer hypocrites, who have a ſhort way to being vir- 
on tuoue, by thewing that others are vicious. The ſecond 
ſentence was then pronounced againſt the looſe part of 
the ſex, that all ſhould immediately be pregnant, wbo 
in any part of their lives bad ran the hazard of it. 
This produced a very goodly appearance, and revealed 
ſo many miſconducts, that made thoſe who were late- 
ly ſtruck. dumb, repine more than ever at their want of 
utterance; though at the ſame time, as affliCtions ſel- 
dem come ſingle, many of the mutes were alſo ſeized 
with this new calamity. The ladies were now in ſuch- 
a condition, that they would have wanted room, had 
a" WW not the plain been large enough to Jet them divide 
© WF their ground, and extend their lines on all fides. It 
"0 WF was a ſenſible affliction to me, to ſee ſuck a multitude 
TW of fair ones, either dumb or big-bellied: But I was 
"© WF ſomething more at eaſe, when I found that they agreed 
© WF upon ſeveral regulations to cover ſuch misfortunes. A- 
© W mong others, that it ſhould be an eſtabliſhed maxim in 
i Bl natzons, that a woman's firſt child might come in- 
e to the world within fix months after her acquaintance 
WU with her huſband; and that grief might retard the 
t birth of her laſt until fourteen months after his de- 
ceaſe. | = : 

Ta1s viſion laſted until my uſual hour of waking, 
„which I did with ſome ſurprize, to find myſelf alone, 
after having been engaged almoſt a whole night in ſo 
) MW prodigious a multitude. I could not but reflect with 
vonder, at the partiality and extravagance of my viſi- 
on; which, according to my thoughts, has not done 
juſtice to the ſex. If virtue in men is more venera- 
ble, it is in women more lovely; which Milton has ve- 
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ry finely expreſſed in his Paradiſe Loft, where Adam, 
ſpeaking of Eve, after having aſſerted his own pre. 
eminence, as being firſt in creation and internal fa. 
culties, breaks out in the following rapture: 


—— Yet when I approach 
Her lovelineſs, ſo abſolute ſhe ſeems, 
And in herſelf compleat, ſo well to knoiv 
Her own, that what ſhe wills to do, or ſay, 
Seems wiſeſt, virtuoſeſt, diſcreeteſt, beſt. 
All higher knowledge in her preſence falls 
Degraded, wiſdom in diſcourſe with her 
Loſes diſcountenanc'd, and like folly ſhews. 
Authority and reaſon on her wait, 
As one intended firſt, not after made 
Occaſionally: And, to conſummate all, 
Greatneſs of mind, and nobleneſs their ſeat 
Build in her lovelieſt, and create an awe 
About her, as a guard angelic plac'd. 


FFF 


Tur TEMPLE OT VANITY. 


AVIS. 


UR defects and follies are too often unknown 
to us; nay, they are ſo far from being known 
to us, that they paſs for demonſtrations of our worth, 
This makes us eaſy in the midſt of them, fond to ſhey 
them, fond to improve in them, and to be eſteemed for 
them. Then it is that a thouſand unaccountable con- 
ceits, gay inventions, and extravagant actions muſt af 
ſord us pleaſures, and diſplay us to others in the co- 
lours which we ourſelves take a fancy to glory in: 


n, 
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And indeed there is ſomething ſo amuſing for the time 
in this ſtate of vanity and ill-grounded ſatisfaction, 


that even the wiſer world has choſen an exalted word 


to deſcribe its inchantments, and called it The Para- 
diſe of Fools. 

PERHAPS the latter part of this reflexion may ſeem 
a falſe thought to ſome, and bear another turn than 
what I have given; but it is at preſent none of my 
buſineſs to look-after it, who am going to confeſs that 
[ have been lately amongſt them in a viſion. 
 METHOUGHrT I was tranſported to a hill, green, 
flowery, and of an eaſy aſcent. Upon the broad top of 
it reſided ſquint-eyed Error, and popular Opinion with 
many heads; two that dealt in ſorcery, and were fa- 
mous for bewitching people with the love of them- 
ſelves. To theſe repaired a multitude from every fide, 
by two different paths which lead towards each of 
them. Some who had the moſt aſſuming air, went 
directly of themſelves to Error, without expecting a 
conductor; others of a ſofter nature went firſt to po- 
pular Opinion, from whence as ſhe influenced and en- 
raged them with their own praiſes, ſhe delivered em 
over to his government. | 

WHEN we had aſcended to an open part of the 
ſummit where Opinion abode, we found her entertain- 
ing ſeveral who had arrived before us. Her voice was 
pleaſing; ſhe breathed odours as the ſpoke: She ſeem- 
ed to have a tongue for every. one; every one thought 
he heard of ſomething that was valuable in himſelf, 
and expected a paradiſe which ſhe promiſed as the re- 
ward of his merit, 'Thus were we drawn to follow 
her, till ſhe ſhould bring us where it was to be be- 
ſtowed: And it was obſervable, that all the way we 
vent, the company was either praiſing themſelves for 


their qualifications, or one another for thoſe qualifica- 
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tions which they took to be conſpicuous in their own | 


characters, or diſpraiſing others for wanting theirs, or 
vying in the degrees of them. 

Ar laſt we approached a bower, at the entrance of 
which Error was ſeated. The trees were thick-woven, 
and the place where he fat artfully contrived to darken 
him a little. He was diſguiſed in a whitiſh robe, 
which he had put on, that he might appear to us with 
a nearer reſemblance to Truth: And as ſhe has alight 
whereby ſhe manifeſts the beauties of nature to the 
eyes of her adorers, ſo he had provided himſelf with a 
magical wand, that he, might do ſomething in imitati- 
on of it, and pleaſe with deluſions. This he lifted ſo- 
lemnly, and muttering to himſelf, bid the glories 

which he kept under inchantment to appear before us. 
Immediately we caſt our eyes on that part of the ſky 
to which he pointed, and obſerved a thin blue proſpect, 
which cleared as mountains in a ſummer morning 
when the miſts go off, and the palace of vanity appear- 
ed in fight. 

Tae foundation hardly ſeemed a foundation, but a 
ſet of curling clouds, which it ſtood upon by magical 
contrivance. The way by which we aſcended was 
painted like a rainbow; and as we went the breeze 
that played about us bewitched the ſenſes. 
were gilded all for ſhow; the loweſt ſet of pillars were 
of the flight fine Corinthian order, and the top of the 
building being rounded, bore fo far the reſemblance 
of a bubble. 

AT the gate the travellers neither met with a por- 
ter, nor waited till one ſhould appear; every one 
thought his merit a ſufficient paſſport, and preſſed for- 
ward, In the hall we met with ſeveral phantoms, 
that roved amongſt us, and ranged the company ac- 
cording to their ſentiments. There was decreaſing 
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Honour, that had nothing to ſhew in but an old coat 
of his anceſtors atchievements: There was Oſtentati- 
en, that made himſelf his own conſtant ſubject, and 
Galantry ſtrutting upon his tip-toes. At the upper 
end of the hall ſtood a throne, whoſe canopy glittered 
with all the riches that gaiety could contrive to laviſh 
on it; and between the gilded arms fat Vanity, deck- 
ed in the peacock's feathers, and acknowledged for a- 
nother Venus by her votaries. The boy who ftood 
before her for a Cupid, and who made the world to 
bow before her, was called Self-Conceit. His eyes 
had every now and then a caft inwards to the neglect 
of all objects about him; and the arms which he made 
uſe of for conqueſt, were borrowed from thoſe againſt 
whom he had a defign. The arrow which he ſhot at 
the ſoldier, was fledged from his own plume of fea- 
thers; the dart he directed againſt the man of wit, was 
winged from the quills he writ with; and that which 
he ſent againſt thoſe who preſumed upon their riches, 
was headed with gold out of their treafuries: He made 
nets for ſtateſmen from their own contrivances; he 
| took fire from the eyes of ladies, with which he melt- 
ed their hearts; and lightning from the tongues of the 
eloquent, to inflame them with their own glories. At 
the foot of the throne ſat three falſe graces; Flattery 
with a ſhell of paint, Affectation with a mirror to 
praQtiſe at, and Faſhion ever changing the poſture of 
her clothes. Theſe applied themſelves to ſecure the 
conqueſts which Self-Conceit had gotten, and had each 
of them their particular politics. Flattery gave new co- 
lo urs and complexions toall things; Affectation new airs 
and appearances, which, as ſhe ſaid, were not vulgar; 
and Faſhion both concealed fſome home W and 

added ſome foreign external beauties. 

As I was reflecting upon what I faw, I bang 
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voice in the croud, bemoaning the condition of man- 
kind, which is thus managed by the breath of Opinion, 
deluded by Error, fired by Self. Conceit, and given up 


to be trained in all the courſes of Vanity, till Scorn or 


Poverty come upon us. Theſe expreſſions were no 
ſooner handed about, but I immediately ſaw a general 
diſorder, till at laſt there was a parting in one place, 
and a grave old man, decent and reſolute, was led for- 
ward to be puniſhed for the words he had uttered. He 
appeared inclined to have ſpoken in his own defence, 
but I could not obſerve that any one was willing to 
hear him. Vanity caſt a ſcornſul ſmile at him; Sell. 
Conceit was angry; Flattery, who knew him for Plain- 
Dealing, put on a Vizard, and turned away: Affecta- 
tion tofled her fan, made mouths, and called him En- 
vy or Slander; and Faſhion would have it, that at leaſt 
he mult be Ill-Manners. Thus lighted and deſpiſed 
by all, he was driven out for abuſing people of merit 
and ſigure; and I heard it firmly reſolved, that he 
ſhould be uſed no better wherever they met with him 
hereafter. N 
I HAD already ſeen the meaning of moſt part of 
that warning which he had given, and was conſidering 
how the latter words ſhould be fulfilled, when a migh- 
ty noiſe was heard without, and the door was blacken- 
ed by a numerous train of harpies crouding in upon us. 
Folly and Broken-Credit were ſeen in the houſe before 
they entered. Trouble, Shame, Infamy, Scorn and 
Poverty brought up the rear. Vanity, with her Cu— 
pid and Graces, diſappeared; her ſubie&ts ran into 
holes and corners; but many of them were found and 
carried off (as I was told by one who ſtood near me) 
either to priſons or cellars, ſolitude, or little company, 
he mean arts or the viler crafts of life. But theſe, 
dded he with a diſdainful air, are ſuch who would 
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fondly live here, when their merits neither matched 
the luſtre of the place nor their riches its expences. 
We have ſeen ſuch ſcenes as theſe before now; the 
glory you ſaw will all return when the hurry is over. 
I thanked him for his information, and believing him 
ſo incorrigible as that he would ſtay till it was his 
turn to be taken, I made off to the door, and overtook 
ſome few, who, though they would not hearken to 
Plain- Dealing, were now terrified to good purpoſe by 
the example of others. But when they had touched 
the threſhold, it was a ſtrange ſhock to them to find 
that the deluſion of Error was gone, and they plainly 
diſcerned the building to hang a little up in the air 
without any real foundation. At firft we ſaw nothing 
but a deſperate leap remained for us, and Ja thouſand 
times blamed my unmeaning curioſity that had brought 
me into ſo much danger. But as they began to fink 
lower in their own minds, methought the palace ſunk 
along with us, till they were arrived at the due'point 
of eſteem which they ought to have for themſelves; 
then the part of the building in which they ſtood touch- 
ed the earth, and we departing out, it retired from 
our eyes. Now, whether they who ſtayed in the pa- 
lace were fenſible of this deſcent, I cannot tell; it was 
then my opinion that they were not. However it be, 
my dream broke up at it, and has given me occaſion 
all my life to reflect upon the fatal conſequences of fol- 
lowing the ſuggeſtions of Vanity, 
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xe · x Nite SENS x HM, 
REPROOF AND REPROACH. 


A VISION. 


Was conſidering laſt night, when I could not fleep, 

how noble a part of the creation man was deſigned 
to be, and how diſtinguiſhed in all his actions above 
other earthly creatures. From whence I fell to take 
a view of the change and corruption which he has in- 
troduced into his own condition, the groveling appe- 
tites, the mean characters of ſenſe, and wild courſes of 


paſſions, that caſt him from the degree in which Provi- 


dence had placed him, the debaſing himſelf with qua- 
lifications not his own, and his degenerating inta a low- 
er ſphere of action. This inſpired me with a mixture 
of contempt and anger; which, however, was not ſo 
violent as to hinder the return of ſleep, but grew con- 
fuſed as that came upon me, and made me end my re- 
flexions with giving mankind the opprobrious names 
of inconſiderate, mad, and fooliſh. 

HERE, methought, where my waking reaſon left 
the ſubject, my fancy purſued it in a dream: and Ii. 
magined myſelf in a loud ſoliloquy of paſhon, railing 


at my ſpecies, and walking hard to get rid of the com- 


pany I deſpiſed; when two men, who had overheard 
me, made up on either hand. Theſe I obſerved had 
many features in common, which might occaſion the 
miſtake cf one for the other in thoſe to whom they ap- 
pear ſingle; / but I, who ſaw them together, could eafi- 
ly perceive, that though there was an air of ſeverity in 
each, it was.tempered with a natural ſweetneſs in the 
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one, and by turns conſtrained or rulles by the deſigns 
of malice in the other. | 
I was at a loſs to know the E's of their joining 


me ſo briſkly, when he whoſe appearance diſpleaſed me 


moſt, thus addreſſed his companion. Pray, brother, 
let him alone, and we 1 immediately ſee him 
*« transformed into a tyger.” This ſtruck me with 
horror; which the other perceived, and pitying my diſ- 
order, bid me be of good courage; for though I. had 


been ſavage in my treatment of mankind, (whom I 


ſhould rather reform than rail againſt) he would, how- 
ever, endeavour to reſcue me from my danger. At 
this I looked a little more chearful; and while I teſti- 
fied my reſignation to him, we ſaw the angry brother 
fling away from us in a paſſion for his diſappointment. 
Being now left to my friend, I went back with him at 
his defire, that I might know the 1 of thoſe 
words which had ſo affrighted me. 

As we went along, To inform you,” ſays he, 
with whom you have this adventure, my name is Re- 
« proof, and his Reproach; both born of the ſame mo- 
« ther, but of different fathers. 'Truth is our com- 
© mon parent, Friendſhip, who ſaw her, fell in love 
« with her; and ſhe being pleaſed with him, he begat 
eme upon her; but a while after Enmity lying in am- 
„ buſh for her, became the father of him whom you 
„ faw along with me. The temper of our mother in- 
« clincs us to the ſame ſort of buſineſs, the informing 
* mankind of their faults; but the different complex- 
ions of our fathers, make us differ in our deſigns and 
company. I have a natural benevolence in my mind, 
which engages me with friends; and he a natural 
impetuoſity in his, which caſts him among enemies.” 

As hc thus diſcourſed, we came to a place where 
tdere were three entrances into as many ſeveral walks, 
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which lay aſide of one another. We paſſed into the 
middlemoſt, a plain, ſtraight, regular walk, ſet with 
trees, which added to the beauty of the place, but did 
not ſo cloſe their boughs over head as to exclude the 
light from it. Here, as we walked, I was made 
to obſerve how the road on one hand was full of rocks 
and precipices, over which Reproach, who had already 
gotten thither, was furiouſly driving unhappy wretches; 
the other fide was all laid out in gardens of gaudy tu- 
lips, amongſt whoſe leaves the ſerpents wreathed, and 
at the end of every graſſy walk the inchantreſs Flatte. 
ry was weaving bowers to Jull ſouls aſleep in. We 

continued ſtill walking on the middle way, till we ar- 
rived at a building in which it terminated. This was 
formerly erected by Truth for a watch; tower: from 
whence ſhe took a view of the earth, and, as ſhe ſaw 
occaſion, ſent out Reproof, or even Reproach, for our 
reformation. Over the door I took notice, that a face 
was carved with a heart upon the lips of it; and pre- 
ſently called to mind, that this was the ancients em- 
blem of Sincerity. In the entrance I met with Free- 
dom of Speech and Complaiſance, who had for a long 
time looked upon one another as enemies: but Re- 
proof has ſo happily brought them together, that they 
now act as friends and fellow agents in the fame fami- 
ty. Before I aſcended the ſtairs, I had my eyes puri- 
' fied by a water which made me ſee extremely clear; 
and I think they ſaid it ſprung in a pit, from whence, 
as Democritus had reported, they formerly brought up 
Truth, who had hid herſelf in it. I was then admit- 
ted to the upper chamber of proſpect, which was called 
the knowledge of mankind, Here the window was 
no ſooner opened, but I perceived the clouds to roll 
off and part before me, and a ſcene of all the _— 
of the world preſented itſelf, | 
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BuT how different was mankind in this view, from 


what it uſed to appear! Methought the very ſhape of 


moſt of them was loſt; ſome. had the heads of dogs, 
others of apes or parrots; and in ſhort, wherever any 
one took upon him the inferior and unworthy qualities 
of other creatures, the change of his ſoul became viſi- 
ble in his countenance. The ſtrutting pride of him 
who is endued with brutality inſtead of courage, made 


his face ſhoot out into the form of a horſe's; his eyes 


became prominent, his noſtrils widened, and his wig 
untying, flowed down on one fide of his neck in a wa- 
ving mane, 'The talkativeneſs of thoſe who love the 
ill nature of converſation, made them turn into afſem- 
blies of geeſe: their lips hardened to bills by eternal 
uſing; they gabbled for diverſion ; they hiſſed in ſcan- 
dal; and their ruffles falling back on their arms, a ſuc- 
ceſſion of little feathers appeared, which formed wings 
for them to flutter with from one viſit to another. The 


envious and malicious lay on the ground with the 


heads of different ſorts of ſerpents; and not endeavour- 


ing to erect themſelves, but meditating miſchief to o- 


thers, they. ſucked the poiſon of the earth, ſharpened 
their tongues to ſtings upon the ſtones, and rolled 
their trains unperceivably beneath their habits, The 
hypocritical oppreſſors wore the face of crocodiles 
their mouths were inſtruments of cruelty, their eyes of 
deceit; they committed wickedneſs, and bemoaned 
that there ſhould be ſo much of it in the world ; they 
devoured the unwary, and wept over the remains of 
them. The covetous had ſo hooked and worn their 
fingers by counting intereſt upon intereſt, that they 
were converted to the claws of harpies; and theſe they 
ſtill were ſtretching out for more, yet ſtill ſeemed un- 
ſatisfied with their acquiſitions. The ſharpers had the 


looks of camelions; they every minute changed their - 


mn 
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appearance, and fed on ſwarms of flies, which fell as ſo 
many cullies amongſt them. The bully ſeemed x 
dunghill-cock; he creſted well, and bore his comb a- 
loft; he was beaten by almoſt every one, yet ſtil] ſung 
for triumph; and only the mean coward pricked up 
the ears of a hare to ſiy before him. Critics were 
turned into cats, whoſe pleaſure and grumbling go to- 
gether. Fops were apes in embroidered jackets. Flat- 
terers were curled ſpaniels, fawning and crouching, 
The crafty had the face of a fox, the ſlothful of an aſs, 
the cruel of a wolf, the ill-bred of a bear; the lechers 
were goats, and the gluttons ſwine. Drunkenneſs 
was the only vice that did not change the face of its 
profeſſors into that of another creature: but this I took 
to be far from a privilege, for theſe two reaſons; be- 
cauſe it ſufficiently deforms them of itſelf, and becauſe 
none of the lower rank of beings is guilty of ſo fool- 
iſh an intemperance. 
As I was taking a view of theſe repreſentations of 
things, without any more order than is uſual in a 
dream, or in the confuſion of the world itſelf, I per- 
ceived a concern within me for what I ſaw. My eyes 
began to moiſten; and, as if the virtue of that water 
with which they were purified was loft for a time, by 
their being touched with that which aroſe from a pai: 
| fion, the clouds immediately began to gather again, 
and cloſe from either hand upon the proſpect. I then 
turned towards my guide, who addreſſed himſelf to me 
after this manner. You have ſeen the condition 
& of mankind when it deſcends from its dignity; nov 
tc therefore guard yourſelf from that degeneracy, by 3 
«© modeſt greatneſs of ſpirit on one fide, and a conſci 
& ous ſhame on the other. Endeavour alſo with a ge 
« neroſity of goodneſs to make your friends aware 0 
« it; let them know what defects you perceive all 
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e growing upon them; handle the matter as you ſee 
© reaſon, either with the airs of ſevere or humorous 
« affection 3 ſometimes plainly deſcribing the degene- 
© racy in its full proper colours; or at other times 
letting them know, that if they proceed as they have 
begun, you give them to ſuch a day, or ſo many 
{© months, to turn bears, wolves, or foxes, &c. Nei- 
« ther negle& your more remote acquaintance, where 
« you ſee any worthy, and ſuſceptible of admonition; 
« expoſe the beaſts whoſe qualities you ſee them put- 
ting on, where you have no mind to engage with 
« their perſons. The poſſibility of their applying this 
« is very obvious. The Egyptians ſaw it ſo clearly, that 
they made the pictures of animals explain their 
minds to one another inſtead of writing; and indeed 
* it is hardly to be miſſed, ſince Aſop took them out 
of their mute condition, and taught them to ſpeak 
for themſelves with relation to the aCtions of man- 
“ kind,” 

My guide had this condluiliat; and I was pfomi- 
lng to write down what was ſhown to me for the ſer- 
vice of the world, when I was awakened by a . 
old ſervant of mine. 
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Os OO A I (ff 
TRE PERSIAN GLASS-MAN. nat 


AN ALLEGORY, 


LNASCHAR was a very idle fellow, that ne. and 
ver would ſet his hand to any buſineſs during NI di 
his father's life. When his father died, he left him to N tent 
the value of an hundred drachmas in Perſian money. gold 
Alnaſchar, in order to make the belt of it, laid it out Ned + 
in glaſſes, bottles, and the fineſt earthern-ware. Theſe I tun 
he piled up in a large open baſket, and having made I mon 
choice of a very little ſhop, placed the baſket at his feet,  ;+ v 
and leaned his back upon the wall, in expectation of plac 
cuſtomers. As he ſat in this poſture with his eyes up- Nit be 
on the baſket, he fell into a moſt amuſing train of thou. 
thought, and was overheard by one of his neighbours I terw— 
as he talked to himſelf in the following manner: This I purſe 
baſket, ſays he, coſt me at the wholeſale merchant's anW,,,, 
hundred drachmas, which is all I have in the world, II than 
ſhall quickly make two hundred of it, by ſelling it in re- 
tail. Theſe two hundred drachmas will in a very lit- I Hal! 
tle while riſe to four hundred, which of courſe will nf, me 
a very little time riſe to four thouſand. Four thou is. 
ſand drachmas cannot fail of making eight thouſand 
As ſoon as by this means I am maſter of ten thouſand 
I will lay aſide my trade of a glaſs-man, and turn jeu 
eller. I ſhall then deal in diamonds, pearls, and al 
| ſorts of rich ſtones. When I have got together as muct 3 
wealth as I can well deſire, I will make a purchaſe of. « Bo 
the fineſt houſe I can find, with lands, ſlaves, eunuch; q 
and horſes. I ſhall then begin to enjoy myſelf, and mak daugh 
a noiſe in the world. I will not, however, ſtop there ny fe 
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but ſtill continue my traffic till J have got together an 
hundred thouſand drachmas. When I have thus made 
myſelf maſter of an hundred thouſand drachmas, I ſhall 
naturally ſet myſelf on the foot of a prince, and will 
demand the Grand Viſier's. daughter in marriage, after 
having repreſented to that miniſter the information 
which I have received of the beauty, wit, diſcretion, 
and other high qualities which his daughter poſſeſſes. 
Iwill let him know at the ſame time, that it is my in- 


tention to make him a preſent of. a thouſand pieces of 


gold on our marriage night. As ſoon as I have marri- 
ed the Grand Viſier's daughter, I will buy her ten black 
eunuchs, the youngeſt and beſt that can be got for 
money. I muſt afterwards make my father-in-law a vi- 
ſit with a great train of equipage. And when I am 
placed at his right hand, which he will do of courſe, if 
it be only to honour his daughter, I will give him the 
thouſand pieces of gold which I promiſed him, and af- 
terwards to his great ſurpriſe, will preſent him another 
purſe of the ſame value, with ſome ſhort ſpeech: as, Sir, 
you ſee I am a man of my word: I always give more 
than I promiſe. | 

WEN L have brought the princeſs to my houſe, I 


ſhall take particular care to breed her in a due reſpect. 


to me, before give the reins to love and dalliance. To 
this end I ſhall confine her to her own apartment, make 
her a ſhort viſit, and talk but little to her. Her wo- 
men will repreſent to me, that ſhe is inconſolable by 
reaſon of my unkindneſs, and beg me with tears to ca- 


reſs her, and let her fit down by me; but I ſhall ſtill 
remain inexorable, and will turn my back upon her all 


the firſt night. Her mother will then come and bring 
ker daughter to me, as I am ſeated upon my ſofa, The 
daughter, with tears in her eyes, will fling herſelf at 
my fect, and beg of me to receive her into my favour: 
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then will I, to imprint in her a thorough veneration for 
my perſon, draw up my legs and ſpurn her from me 
with my foot, in ſuch a manner that ſhe ſhall fall down 
ſeveral paces from the ſofa.” 

ALNASCHAR was intirely ſwallowed up in this chi. 
merical viſion, and could not forbear acting with his 
foot what he had in his thoughts: ſo that unluckily ſtri. 
king his baſket of brittle ware, which was the founda- 
tion of all his grandeur, he kicked his glaſſes to a great 
diſtance from him into the ſtreet, and broke them into 
ten —— pieces. 
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BE WISE AND YOU WILL BE HAPPY. 


ANALLEGORY. 


'FDIORTUNE ſtands expoſed to falſe accuſations: 
F numbers complain of her neglect, whilſt not a 
ſoul is grateful enough to acknowledge her favours, 
This diſaffection ſpreads even among the brutes. The 
moſt diſcontented however amongſt them, was alſo the 
fooliſheſt, the poor ſimple aſs, He went from one aſ. 
ſembly to another braying forth his grievances, and 
found not only compaſſion but applauſe, eſpecially from 
the mob of animals. 

ONE day particularly, being adviſed by many, tho 
accompanied by none, he preſented himſelf at a gene- 


ral audience given by the ſupreme Jupiter, with that 


exceſs of ſervility which is practiſed by weak minds; 
having obtained the favour of a hearing, he pronounced 
wretchea,, the following more wretched harangue. 


« MosrT equitable Jupiter, whom I implore rather 
as the redreſſer of my misfortunes, than the avenger i 
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my wrongs: you ſee here before your majeſtic preſence, 
the moſt unhappy, beſides the moſt ignorant of brutes; 
humbly repreſenting his hard caſe, in the hopes of your 


compaſſion and relief. How comes it, O ſovereign ar- 


biter of the univerſe, that your juſtice can ſuffer the 


partial diſpenſations of Fortune, that blind, tyrannic, 
:nd to me, eſpecially, cruel ſtep-mother? who, though 
Nature has made me the ſimpleſt of all creatures, which 


is the ſtrongeſt argument for her protection, on the 
contrary, adds to that clog the load of her unkindneſs, 
and marks me out for folly and diſcontent. The proud 
lon triumphs, the tyger ranges the woods with free- 


dom, the fox cheats every one, and the more he is cur- 


ſed, thrives the more, and the ſheep fattens for the 
gaunt prowling wolf. But I alone, who do no one any 
injuries, ſuffer them from all. I eat little, work a great 
deal, am never curried but with blows, and what is 


worſe than all, am often ridden by lubbers to market 


with a load of traſh.” 

THr1s piteous ſpeech moved all preſent to compaſſi- 
on. Jupiter alone, ſuperior to vulgar emotions, pre- 
ſerved the ſame judicial ſeverity of countenance; and 
now extending that arm, upon which he had not ſo 
much reclined, as made uſe of to ſtop the ear reſerved 
for the other party, commanded Fortune to be brought 
before him to anſwer this charge. 

NUMBERS officiouſly ſet out in queſt of her, ſoldi- 
ers, ſtudents, and other votaries. They ſearched ſeve- 
nl places for her, but found her not. They aſked eve- 
y one they met for her, but none could give them any 
tings. They came at length to the ſuperb palace of 
Power, but the confuſion and hurry with which every 
bing was tranſacted, was ſo great, and every one was 
0 buſy in his own concerns, that without waiting for 
m anſwer, they concluded that Fortune could not take 
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up her abode amidſt ſuch perpetual noiſe and diſquiet. 
They therefore repaired to the houſe of Wealth, where 
Care the door-keeper told them, it was true ſhe had 
been there, but only ex paſſant, having ſtaid no longer r 
than to recommend ſome faggots of thorns, and pillows | , 
ſtuffed with tenter-hooks, all labelled, numbered, and 
marked Treaſures. From thence they went to the gar. 
den of Beauty, but finding it under the care of Folly, 
they aſked no queſtions, but went on till they came to 
the cell of Learning: here Poverty aſſured them that 
Fortune had never viſited their habitation, but that they 20 
expected her every hour. _ 
TEN had now but one more abode in which to 41, 
look for her, which ſtood on the right hand fide of: 
narrow road. They were obliged to knock hard at the ha. 
door, which they found ſtrongly faſtened. At length ſne 
an exceeding beautiful maid appeared, who upon their ten 
inquiry told them with great affability, that her nameW haz 
was Virtue. At her ſummons, Fortune came out from if} 
the innermoſt apartments, where ſhe conſtantly reſided an 
ſecure from the inſults of the uſurper Opinion, who of ff eye 


ten ſets up a phantom of her own, and impoſes it upon and 
the world for Fortune herſelf: ſhe ſaluted gracefully ly a 
thoſe who came in queſt of her, who ſignified to her - « 
the mandate of Jupiter, which ſhe inſtantly obeyed, and g ,, 
went with them. | ou 
SHE appeared with the utmoſt reverence at the foolffy of +1 

of the ſacred throne, and the whole court paid her par neſs 


ticular reſpects, every one trying to exchange a ſmik 
with her. 

« How comes it, O Fortune! aid Jupiter, ſtern! 
that 1 am every day troubled with repeated complain 
of your proceedings? I allow, however, that it may 
difficult to content numbers, and impoſſible to conte 
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all: I know too that moſt men account that ill, which 
es well with their neighbours, and inſtead of being 
grateful for the much they have, murmur far the little 
that is denied, which is often mote the gratification of 
wanton deſire, than the ſupply of real want. They look 


with an envious eye on the happineſs of others, without 


reckoning on the drawback of their miſeries: but, as 
to themſelves, they act juſt the contrary, They: can 
diſcern the ſplendour of a crown, but not the care and 


inquietude of wearing it. Thus far then I acquit you, | 
por have I regarded any complaints, till thoſe of this 


unhappy creature, which carry ſome ſhew of Juſtice with 
them.” n ans 


FoRTUNE glanced her eye upon the aſs, and would 


have ſmiled; but awed by the remembrance of where 
ſhe was, ſhe checked herſelf, and compoſing her coun- 
tenance to great gravity, ſaid, © Mighty ſovereign, I 
have but one word to offer in my defence, which is this; 


if he is an Afs, of whom ought he to complain?” This 


anſwer rurned the laugh entirely on her fide, and was 
even admitted by Jupiter, who in confirmation thereof, 
and more for the inſtruction than conſolation of the ſil- 
ly accuſer, ite . 

n HA y brute! never would your lot have been 
o wretched, had you been wiſer, Uſe the means, and 
you will never fail of the end. Let all be undeceived 


Jof their errrors, and know that happineſs and unhappi- 


neſs are but other words for prudence and folly.” 


—— ß _ 
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R ICH ES AN Dp GLORY. 


AN ALLEGORY. 


ICHES and Glory once made a journey toge- 
ther to this world, in order to try how mankind 
were diſpoſed to receive them. Heroes, citizens, lords 
and prieſts, immediately liſted beneath their ſtandards, 
and received their favours with gratitude and rapture, 
Travelling, however, into a more remote part of the 
country, they by accident ſet up at the cottage of a ſim- 
ple ſhepherd, whoſe whole poſſeſſions were his flock, 
and all his ſolicitude the next day's ſubſiſtence. His 
birth was but humble, yet his natural endowments were 
great. His ſenſe was refined, his heart ſenſible of love 
and piety, and, poor as he was, he ſtill preſerved an 
honeſt ardour for liberty and reft. Here, with his fa - 
wourite Sylvana, his flock, his crook, and his cottage, 
he lived unknown, and unknowing a world that could 
only inſtruct him in deceit and falſhood. 

Oo two travellers no ſooner beheld him, than they 
were ſtruck with his felicity. How inſupportable it is, 
-cried Glory, thus to be a ſpectator of pleaſures which 
we have no ſhare in producing! Shall we, who are ado- 
red here below, tamely continue ſpectators of a man 
who thus flights our favours, becauſe as yet unexperien- 
ced in their delights? No, rather let us attempt to ſe- 
duce him from his wiſe purſuit of tranquillity, and teach 
him to reverence our power l Thus ſaying, they both, 
the better to diſguiſe themſelves, aſſumed the dreſs of 
thepherds, and accoſted the ruſtic in terms the moſt in- 
riting. Dear ſhepherd, cries Glory, how do I pity 
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vour poor fimplicity! To ſee ſuch talents buried in un- 
ambitious retirement, certainly might create even the 
compaſſion of the Gods. Leave, pry'thee leave a ſoli- 
tude deſigned only for ignorance and ſtupidity; it is 
doubly to die, to die without applauſe. You have vir- 
tues, and thoſe ought to appear, not thus lie hid with 
ungrateful obſtinacy. Fortune calls, and Glory invites 
thee. I promiſe you a certainty of ſucceſs; you have 
only to chuſe whether to become an author, a miniſter 
of (tate, or a general; in either capacity be ſure of find- 
ing reſpect, riches, and immortality. 

Ar ſo unaccuſtomed an invitation, the ſhepherd 
ſcemed incapable of determining. He heſitated for 
ſome time between ambition and content, till at length 
the former prevailed, and he became, in ſome meaſure, 
a convert. Riches now came 1n to fix him entirely; 
and willing to make him compleatly the ſlave of both, 
thus continued the converſation: Yes, ſimple ſwain, 
be convinced of your ignorance; learn from me in what 
true happineſs conſiſts. You are 1n indigence, and you 
miſcall your poverty temperance, What! ſhall a man, 


formed for the moſt important concerns, like you, ex- 


hauſt a precious life, only in obliging his miſtreſs, play- 


ing upon a pipe, or ſhearing his ſheep? While the reſt 


of mankind, bleſſed with affluence, conſecrate all their 
hours to rapture, improved with art, ſhall you remain 
in a cottage, perhaps ſhuddering at the winter's breeze? 
Alas! little doſt thou know of the pleaſures attending 
the rich! What ſumptuous palaces they live in; how 
every time they leave them ſeems a triumphal proceſſi- 
on; how every word they pronounce is echoed with 
applauſe: Without fortune, what is life but miſery ? 
what is vir: ue but ſullen ſatisfaction? - Money, money 
is the grand mover of the univerſez without it life is 
inbpid, and talents cont temptible, 
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THE unhappy ſhepherd was no longer able to reſiſt 
ſuch powerful perſuaſions; his miſtreſs, his flock, are at 
once baniſhed from his thoughts, or contemptible in his 
eye. His rural retreat becomes taſteleſs, and ambition 
Alls up every chaſm in his breaſt. In vain did the faith. 
ful partner of all his pleaſures and cares ſolicit his ſtay; 
in vain expoſe the numberleſs dangers he mult neceſla- 
rily encounter; nothing could perſuade a youthful mind 
bent on glory, and whoſe heart felt every paſſion in ex- 
treme. However, uncertain what courſe to follow, by 
chance he fixed upon the Muſes; and he began, by ſhew- 
ing the world ſome amazing inſtances of the ſublimity 
of his genius. He inſtantly found admiſſion among 
the men of wit, and he gave leſſons to thoſe who were 
candidates for the public favour. He publiſhed criti- 
ciſms, to ſhew that ſome were not born poets, and apo- 
logies in vindication of himſelf. But ſoon Satire at- 
tacked him with all its virulence; he found, in every 
brother wit, a rival, and in every rival, one ready to de- 
preciate whatever he had written. Soon, therefore, he 
thought proper to quit this ſeducing train, that offer 
beds of roſes, but ſupply only a couch of thorns. 

HE next took the field in quality of a ſoldier: He 
was foremoſt in avenging the affronts of his country, 
and fixing his monarch on the throne; he was foremoſt 
in braving every danger, and in mounting every breach: 
With a few ſuccefies more, and a few limbs leſs, our 
ſhepherd would have equalled Cæſar himſelf; but ſoon 
Envy began to pluck the hard-earned laurel from his 
biow: His conqueſts were attributed not to his ſuper!- 
or ſkill, but the ignorance of his rivals; his patriotiſm 
was judged to proceed from avarice, and his fortitude 
from unfeeling aſſurance. | 

AGAIN, therefore, the ſhepherd changes, and in hi 
an deſence retired to the cabinet from the field. Here, 
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become a thorough bred miniſter of ſtate, he copies out 


conventions, mends treatics, raiſes ſubſidies, levies, di 
poſes, ſells, buys, and loſes his own peace, in procuring 
the peace of Europe; he even, with the induſtry of a 
miniſter, adopts his vices, and becomes flow, timid, ful- 
picious, and auſtere, Drunk with power, and involv- 
ed in ſyſtem, he ſees, conſults, and likes none but him- 
ſelf. He is no longer the ſimple ſhepherd, whoſe thoughts 


were all honeſt, and who ſpoke nothing but what he 


thought; he is now taught only to ſpeak what he never 
intends to perſorm. His faults diſguſted ſome; his re- 
maining virtues more: Et length, e his ſyſtem 


fails; all his projects are blown up; what was the cauſe: 


of misfortune, was attributed to corruption and igno— 
rance; he is arraigned by the people, and ſcarcely eſ- 


capes being condemned to ſuffer an ignominious death. 


Now, too late, he finds the folly of having attended to 


the voice of Riches, or the call of Ambition. He flies: 


back to his long forſaken cottage; again aſſumes the 


ruſtic robe of innocence and ſimplicity; and, in the arms: 
of his faithful Sylvana, paſſed the remainder of his life. 


in innocence, happineſs, and peace. 
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A VISION. 


2 caliph of Egypt, had dwelt ſe. 


curely for many years in the ſilken pavilions of 
pleaſure, and had every morning anointed his head with 
the oil of gladneſs, when his only ſon Aboram, for 


whom he had crouded his treaſures with gold, extend- 


ed his dominions with conqueſts, and ſecured them 


with impregnable fortreſſes, was ſuddenly wounded, as 


he was hunting, with an arrow from an unknown hand, 
and expired in the field, 

BozALDAB, in the diſtraction of grief and deſpair, 
refuſed to return to his palace, and retired to the gloom- 
ieſt grotto in the neighbouring mountain: he there 
rolled himſelf in the duft, tore away the hairs of his 


hoary beard, and daſhed the cup of conſolation that pa- 


tience offered him to the ground. He ſuffered not his 
minſtrels to approach his preſence ; but liſtened to the 
ſcreams of the melancholy birds of midnight, that flit 
through the ſolitary vaults and echoing chambers of 
the pyramids. Can that God be benevolent, he cried, 
who thus wounds the ſoul as from an ambuſh, with un- 


expected ſorrows, and cruſhes his creatures in a moment 


with irremediable calamity? Ye lying Imans, prate to 
us no more of the juſtice and the kindneſs of all- direct- 
ing and all-loving Providence! He, whom ye pretend 
reigns in heaven, is fo far from protecting the miſera- 
ble ſons of men, that he perpetually delights to blaſt 
the ſweeteſt flowrets im the garden of hope; and like 


a malignant giant, to beat down the ſtrongeſt towers 
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of happineſs with the iron mace of his anger. If this 
Being poſſeſſed the goodneſs and the power with which. 
flattering prieſts have inveſted him, he would doubtleſs 
be inclined and enabled to baniſh thoſe evils which 
render the world a dungeon of diftreſs, a vale of vani- 
ty and woe. — I will continue in it no longer! 

AT that moment he furiouſly raiſed his hand, which. 
deſpair had armed with a dagger, to ſtrike deep into 
his boſom; when ſuddenly thick flaſhes of lightning 
ſhot through the cavern, and a being of more than hu- 
man beauty and magmitude, arrayed in azure robes, 
crowned with amaranth, and waving a branch of palm 
in his right hand, arreſted the arm of the trembling and 
aſtoniſhed caliph, and ſaid with a majeſtic ſmile, Fol- 
low me to the top-of this mountain, 

Look from hence, ſaid the awful conductor, I am 
Caloc, the angel of- peace, look from hence into the 
valley. 

BO Z AL DAB opened his eyes and beheld a barren, a 
ſultry, and ſolitary iſland, in the midſt of which ſat a 
pale meagre and ghaſtly ſigure: it was a merchant juſt 
periſhing with ſamine, and lamenting that he could find 
neither wild berries nor a fingle ſpring in this ſorlorn 
uninhabited deſert; and begging the protection of hea- 
ven againſt the tigers that would now certainly deſtroy: 
him, fince he had conſumed the Jaſt fuel he had collect- 
ed to make nightly fires to alright them. He then caſt 
a caſket of jewels on the ſand, as trifies of no uſe; and 
crept feeble and trembling to an eminence, where he 
was accuſtomed to fit every evening to watch the ſet- 
ting ſun, and to give a ſignal to any ſhip that might 
haply approach the iſland, 

INHABITANT of heaven, cried Bozaldab, ſuffer not 
this wretch to periſh by the fury of wild beaſts. Peace, 
faid the angel, and obſerve. 
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Hr looked again, and behold a veſſel arrived at the 
deſolate iſle. What words can paint the rapture of the 


| ſtarving merchant, when the captain offered to tranſ- 
Port him to his native country, if he would reward him 


with half the jewels of his caſket. No ſooner had this 
pitileſs commander received, the ſtipulated ſum, than 
he held a conſultation with his crew, and they agreed 
to ſeize the remaining jewels, and leave the unhappy 
exile in the ſame helpleſs and lamentable condition in 
which they diſcovered him. He wept and trembled, 
intreated and implored in vain. 

WILL heaven permit ſuch injuſtice to be practiſed? 
exclaimed Bozal-lab.—Look again, faid the angel, and 


| behold the very ſhip in which, ſhort- ſighted as thou art, 


thou wiſhedſt the merchant might embark, dathed in 
pieces on a rock: doſt thou not hear the cries of the ſink- 
ing ſailors? Preſume not to direct the Governor of the 
univerſe in his diſpoſal of events. The man whom thou 
haſt pitied ſail be taken from this dreary ſolitude, but 


not by the method thou wouldſt preſcribe. His vice 


was avarice, by which he became not only abominable 
but wretched; he fancied ſome mighty charm in wealth; 
which, like the wand of Abdiel, would gratify every 
wiſh, and obviate every fear. This wealth he has now 
been taught not only to deſpiſe but abhor: he caſt his 
jewels upon the ſand, and confeſſed them to be uſeleſs; 
he offered part of them to the mariners, and perceived 
them to be pernicious: he has now learnt, that they 
are rendered uſeful or vain, good or evil, only by the 
fituation and temper of the poſſeſſor. Happy is he 
whom diſtreſs has taught wiſdom! But turn thine eyes 
to another and more intereſting ſcene. 

Tux caliph inſtantly beheld a magnificent palace, 
adorned with the ſtatues of his anceſtors wrought in 
jaſper; the ivory doors of which, turning on hinges of 
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tie gold of Golconda, diſcovered a throne of diamonds? if 
ſurrounded with the rajas of fifty nations, and with am- = 
baſſadors in various habits and of different complexi- i 
ons; on which ſat Aboram, the much-lamented ſon of } 
Bozaldab, and by his fide a princeſs fairer than a Hourk = | 
Gracious Allal—it is my ſon, cried the caliph—- Pl 
Olet me hold him to my heart! Thou canſt not graſp i 
an unſubſtantial viſion, replied the angel: Iam now | 
ſhewing thee what would have been the deſtiny of thy 
ſon, had he continued longer on the earth. And why, iy 
returned Bozaldab, was he not permitted to continue? - 
Why was I not permitted to be a witneſs of ſo much fe- ö 
licity and power? Conſider the ſequel, replied he, that i 
dwells in the fifth heaven. Bozaldab looked earneſt- 0 
ly, and ſaw the countenance of his ſon, on which he i 
had been uſed to behold the placid ſmile of ſimplicity | 
and the vivid bluſhes of health, now diſtorted with rage, 
and now fixed in the inſenſibility of drunkenneſs: it " 
was again animated with diſdain, it became pale with 
apprehenſion, and appeared to be withered by intempe- 
rance; his hands were ſtained with blood, and he trem- 15 
bled by turns with fury and terror: the palace ſo late- 0 
ly ſhining with oriental pomp, changed ſuddenly into 
the cell of a dungeon, where his ſon lay ſtretched out 
on the cold pavement, gagged and bound, with his eyes 
put out. Soon after he perceived the favourite ſulta - 
na, who before was ſeated by his ſide, enter with a bowl 17 
of poiſon, which ſhe compelled Aboram to drink, and it 
aiterwards married the ſucceſſor to his throne... 
Haeey, ſaid Caloc, is he whom Providence has by | 
the angel of death ſnatched: from guilt! from whom | 
that power is with-held, which, if he had poſſeſſed, | 
would have accumulated upon himſelf yet greater mi- it 
{ery than it could bring upon others. 
Ir is enough, cried Bozaldab; I adore the infcrus- 
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table ſchemes of Omniſcience!—From what dreadful 
evil has my ſon been reſcued, by a death which I raſh. 
ly bewailed as unfortunate and premature! a death of 
innocence and peace, which has bleſſed his memory 
upon earth, and tranſmitted his ſpirit to the ſkies! 

CasT away the dagger, replied the heavenly meſſen- 
ger, which thou waſt preparing to plunge into thine 
own heart. Exchange complaint for ſilence, and doubt 
for adoration. Can a mortal look down, without gid- 
dineſs and ſtupefaction, into the vaſt, abyſs of eternal 
wiſdom? Can a mind that ſees not infinitely, perfeQ- 
ly comprehend any thing among an infinity of objects 
mutually relative? Can the channels, which thou com- 
mandeſt to be cut to receive the annual inundations of 
the Nile, contain the waters of the ocean? Remember, 
that perfect happineis cannot be conferred on a creature; 
for perfect happineſs is an attribute as incommunicable 
as perfect power and eternity. | 

THE angel, while he was ſpeaking thus, Arretched 
out his pinions to fly back to the Empyreum; and the 
Jutter of his wings was like the ruſhing of a cataract, 
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An EASTERN VISION. 


NCE, when I retired to my home, my mind 
full of difagrecable obſervations, and pointed 
 fatires on all States, on all conditions, and on myſelf, E 
fell into a profound ſleep, and dreamt. I fancied my- 
ſelf tranſported inty a ſolitude, and, far from the faults 
that had given me offence, I walked about with tran- 
quil joy in the foreſt, and, under its pleaſing ſhade, 
thought I was no more expoſed to the follies of men. 
Tax ſun had riſen over the horizon; his rays gild- 
ed the verdure that lay between, him and me, and gave 
tranſparency to the foliage. I heard the ſongs of a 
multitude of birds; I was attentive to their accents; I 
= their diverſity, as well as that of their forms, 
ir fight, and their plumage, The nightingale, the 
blackhid, the raven, the wood-lark, the jay, the linnet, 
tie eagle, the dove, fung, whiſtled, cawed, cried, piped, 
jumped at ++, tered, flew, ſoared, or hovered. 
HEAVEN ſwig:y granted me the faculty of under- 


ftanding their different languages. I heard the eagle 


rallying the owl on his fight; the dove gave a very in- 
different character of the morals of the hawk, who ſneer- 
ed contempt at his effeminacy; the black-bird paſſed: 
ſome ſevere jokes on the-cagle's cry; the jay and mag- 
pye chattered away like two ſcolds, upbraiding the ra- 
ven for his gloomy looks, and ridiculing the ſparrows 
for his mean appearance. 

I saw a very extraordinary figure come down from 
Heaven; it was a young man, whoſe body had the co- 
lour of ſnow, on which roſe leaves might have been 
icattered; he had large blue wings, the extremitics of 
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which were gilded; his hair was black as ebony; his 
eyes were of the colour of his hair, and ſo piercing, 
that the hypocrite could not withſtand their looks. He 
alighted upon a plane-tree which roſe above the cedars 
of the foreſt; he called to, by their names, the different 


kinds of birds; I ſaw them perch about him on the 
branches of the cedars; he ordered ſilence, and thus 


ſpoke to them: 

Lis TEN to what I have to reveal to you on the part 
of the great Being. Yeare all equal in merit; ye are 
different in qualities, becauſe ye are deſtined to diffe- 
rent functions. 

Tus eagle is calculated for war; his cry, the ex- 
preſſion of ſtrength, can have no harmony: The owl 
could not catch in darkneſs inſects and reptiles, which 
he is deſtined to purge the earth of, if his eyes could 
bear the brightneſs of the ſun: That the nightingale 
and wood-lark might have a ſweet and light voice, they 
ſhould have been endowed with delicate organs: 'The 
dove, born for love, revels under the ſhade, where no- 
thing interrupts the pteaſure of his amours; what ſhould 
the bill and talons of the hawk add to this pleaſure? 
Remain as ye are, without regret and without pride; o- 
bey differently the impulſes of nature, and conſider, in 
your ſpecies, differences, and not defeCts. 

HE ſpoke, and I ſaw the birds diſperſe in the foreſt, 
and the genius ſoar to Heaven, caſting on me a look full 


of expreſſion. I awoke, and ſaid to myſelf: Shall I, 


hereafter, require in the judge the politeneſs of the 
courtier; in the prieſt, the frank behaviour of the ſol- 
dier; in the merchant, the diſintereſtedneſs of the ſage; 
in the ſage, the activity of the ambitious! Me it is thou 
haſt come to inſtruct, O heavenly genius! Thy leſſons 
will be ever graved on my heart, and my lips mall re- 
peat them to men. 
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BRETHREN! we ſet out together on a journey; 
ſome to the north, others to the ſouth; we require nei- 
ther the ſame cloathing, nor the ſame proviſions. We 
live in one family, of which the head has given us goods 
of a different nature. Of what ſervice will the inſtru- 
ments of ploughing the ground be unto him whoſe de. 
ſign is to lop and prune the trees of his orchard? 
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THE INFERNAL REGIONS. 
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WAS conveyed, methought, into the entrance of 

the infernal regions; where I ſaw Rhadamanthus, 
one of the judges of the dead, ſeated on his tribunal, 
On his left hand ſtood the keeper of Erebus, on his 
right the keeper of Elyſium. I was told he fat upon wo- 
men that day; there being ſeveral of the ſex lately ar- 
rived, who had not yet their manſions aſſigned them. 
I was ſurprized to hear him aſk every one of them the 
ſame queſtion, namely, What they had been doing? 
Upon this queſtion being propoſed to the whole aſſem- 
bly, they ſtared upon one another, as not knowing what 
to anſwer. He then interrogated each of them ſepa- 
rately. Madam, ſays he, to the firſt of them, you have 
been upon the earth about fifty years: what have you 
been doing there all this while? Doing, ſays ſhe, really 
I do not know what I have been doing: I deſire I may 
have time given me to recelleck. After about half an 
hour's pauſe ſhe told him, that ſhe had been playing at 
crimp. Upon which Rhadamanthus beckoned to the 
keeper on his leſt haud, to take her into cuſtody, And 
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you, Madam, ſays the Judge, that look with ſuch a ſoſt 
and languiſhing air; I think you ſet out for this place 
in your nine and twentieth year: what have you been 
doing all this while? I had a great deal of buſineſs on 
my hands, ſays ſhe; being taken up the firſt twelve 
years of my life in drefling a jointed baby, and all the 
remaining part of it in reading plays and romances, 

Very well, fays he, you have employed your time to 
good purpoſe. Away with her. The next was a plain 
country- woman. Well, miſtreſs, ſays Rhadamanthus, 
and what have you been doing? An't pleaſe your wor- 
ſhip, ſays the, 1 did not live quite forty years; and in 
that time brought my hufband ſeven daughters, made 
him nine thouſand cheeſes, and left my eldeſt daughter 
with him to look after his houſe in my abſence; and 
who, I may venture to ſay, is as pretty a houſewife as any 
in the country. Rhbadamanthus ſmiled at the fimplici- 
ty of the good woman, and ordered the keeper of Ely» 
ſium to take her into his care. And for yon, fair lady, 

ſays he, what have you been doing theſe tive 2nd © 0 
years? I have been doing no hurt, I affure you, ©, 
ſaid ſhe. That is well, ſays he; Lut what good has 
you been doing? The lady was in great cent²ton 54 
this queſtion; and not knowing what to anſwer, the 
two keepers leaped out to ſeize her at the fame tige. 
The one took her by the hand, to convey her to Elyf6i- 

um; the other caught hold cf her to carry her away to 
Erebus. But Rhadamanthus obſerving an ingenuous 
-modeſty in her countenance and behaviour, bid them 
both let her looſe, and ſet her afide for a re-examinati- 
on when he was more at leiſure. An old woman, of 
a proud and ſour look, preſented herfelf next at the bar; 
and being aſked, what ſhe had been doing? Truly, fays 
the, I lived threeſcore and ten years in a very wicked 
world, and was ſo angry at the behaviour of a parcel of 
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young flirts, that I paſſed moſt of my laſt years in con- 
demning the follies of the times. I was every day bla- 
ming the ſilly conduct of people about me, in order to 
deter thoſe I converſed with from falling into the like 
errors and miſcarriages. Very well, ſays Rhadaman- 
thus; but did you keep the ſame watchful eye over your 


own actions? Why truly, ſays the, I was ſo taken up 


with publiſhing the faults of others, that I had no time 
to conſider my own. Madam, ſays Rhadamanthus, be 
pleaſed to file off to the left, and make room for the 
venerable matron that ſtands behind you. Old gen- 
tlewoman, ſays he, I think you are fourſcore. You 
have heard the queſtion; What have you been doing 
ſo long in the world? Ah, Sir! fays ſhe, I have been 
doing what I ſhould not have done; but I had made 
a firm reſolution to have changed my life, if I had not 
been ſnatched off by an untimely end. Madam, ſays 
he, you will pleaſe to follow your leader. And ſpy- 


ing another of the ſame age, interiogated her in the 


ſame form. To which the matron replied, I have been 
the wife of a huſband who was as dear to me in his old 
age as in his youth. I have been a mother, and very 
happy in my children, whom I endeavoured to bring 
up in every thing that is good. My eldeſt ſon is bleſſ- 
ed by the poor and beloved by every one that knows 


him. I lived within my own family, and left it much 


more wealthy than I found it. Rhadamanthus, who 
knew the value of the old lady, ſmiled upon her in ſuch 
a manner, that the keeper of Elyſium, who knew his 
office, reached out his hand to her. He no ſooner touch- 
ed her, but her wrinkles vaniſhed, her eyes ſparkled, 
her cheeks glowed with bluſhes, and ſhe appeared in 
ſull bloom and beauty. A young woman obſerving, 
that this : ficer, who conducted the happy to Elyfium, 
was ſo great a beautifier, longed to be in his hands; fo 
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that preſſing through the croud, ſhe was the next that 
appeared at the bar: and being aſked, What ſhe had 
been doing the five and twenty years that ſhe had paſſed 
in the world? I have endeavoured, fays ſhe, ever ſince 
I came to the years of diſcretion, to make myſelf love- 
ly, and gain. admirers. In order to it, I paſſed my time 
in bottling up May-dew, inventing white-waſhes, mix- 
ing colours, cutting. out patches, conſulting my glaſs, 
ſuiting my complexion, tearing off my tucker, ſinking 
my ſtays——Rhadamanthus, without hearing her out, 
gave the ſign to take her off. Upon the approach of 
the keeper. of Erebus, her colour faded, her face was 
puckered up with wrinkles, and her whole. perſon loſt 
in deformity. 

I was then ſurpriſed- with the diſtant ſound of 2 2 
whole troop of females, that came forward laughing, 
| ſinging, and dancing. I was very deſirous to know: the. 
reception they would. meet with; and withal.was very: 
apprehenſive, that Rhadamanthus would ſpoil their 
mirth ; but at their nearer approach the noiſe grew. ſo. 
very great, that it awakened me. 
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CHREMYLUS AND PLUTUS. 
A N it. LEE Gan 


HREMYLUS, who was an old and good man, 
and withal exceeding poor, being deſirous to leave 
ſome riches to his ſon, conſults the oracle of Apollo 
upon the ſubject. The oracle bids him follow the 


firſt man he ſhould fee upon his going out of his tem- 


ple; The perſon he chanced to ſee, was, to appear- 
ance, an old, ſordid blind man, but upon his follow- 
ing him from place to place, he at laſt found, by his 
own confeſhon, that he was Plutus, the god of riches, 
and that he was juſt come out of the houſe of a miſer. 
Plutus further told him, that when he was a boy, he 


uſed to declare, that as ſoon as he came to age he would 


diſtribute wealth to none but virtuous and juſt men; 
upon which Jupiter, conſidering the pernicious conſe. 
quences of ſuch a reſolution, took his tight from him, 
and left him to ſtrole about the world in the blind 


condition wherein Chremylus beheld him. With much 


ado Chremylus prevailed upon him to go to his houſe, 


where he met an old woman in tattered raiment, who 


had been his gueſt for many years, and whoſe name was 
Poverty. The old woman refuſing to turn out ſo ea- 
ly as he would have her, he threatened to baniſh 
her, not only from his own houſe, but out of all Greece, 
if ſhe made any more words upon the matter. Pover- 
ty, on this occaſion, pleads her cauſe very notably, and 
repreſents to her old landlord, that ſhould ſhe be dri- 
ven out of the country, all their trades, arts, and ſci- 


ences, would be driven out with her; and that if e- 


* 
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very one was rich, they would never be ſupplied with 
thoſe pomps, ornaments, and conveniencies of life, 
which made riches deſirable. She likewiſe repreſent- 

ed to him the ſeveral advantages which ſhe beſtowed 
upon her votaries, in regard to their ſhape, their health, 
and their activity, by preſerving them from gouts, drop- 
ſies, unweildineſs, and intemperance. But whatever 
the had to ſay for herfelf, ſhe was at laſt forced to 
troop off. Chremylus immediately confidered how he 
might reftore Plutus to his ſight; and, in order to it, 
conveyed him to the temple of Eſculapius, who was 
famous for cures and miracles of this nature. By this 
means the deity recovered his eyes, and began to 
make a right ufe of them, by enriching every one that 
was diſtinguiſhed by piety towards the gods and juſtice 
towards men; and, at the ſame time, by taking away 
his gifts from the impiousand undeſerving. This pro- 
duces ſeveral merry incidents, till, in the Jaſt act, Mer- 
eury deſcends with great comp from the gods, 
that ſince the good men were grown rich they had re- 
ceived no facrifices, which is confirmed by a prieſt of 
Jupiter, who enters with a remonſtrance, that ſince 
his late innovation he was reduced to a ſtarving con- 
dition, and could not live upon his office. Chremy- 

lus, who in the beginning of the allegory was religious 
ia his poverty, concludes it with a propoſa}, which 
was reliſhed by all the good men, who were now 
grown rich as well as himſelf, that they ſhould carry 
Plutus in a ſolemn proceſſion to the temple, and inſtall 
him in the place of Jupiter. This allegory inſtruct- 
ed the Athenians in two points; firſt, as it vindicated 
the conduCt of providence in its ordinary diſtributtons 
of wealth; and in the next place, as it ſhewed the 


great ey of riches to corrupt the morals of thoſe 


who poſſeſſed them. 


Swe ws fron A he 4 a ac GG... 


. K KKS E SES KKS Ken 


PLEASURE AND PAIN. 


AN ALLE GOR. 


* 


HERE were two families, which, from the be- 
ginning of the world, were as oppoſite to each 

other as light and darkneſs. The one of them lived 
in heaven and the other in. hell. The youngeſt de- 
ſcendant of the firſt family was Pleaſure, who was the 
daughter of Happineſs, who was the child of Virtue, who 
was the offspring of the Gods. Theſe, as I ſaid be- 
fore, had their habitation in heaven. The youngeſt 
of the oppoſite family was Pain, who was the ſon of 
Miſery, who was the child of Vice, who was the off- 


ſpring of the Furies. The habitation of this race of 


beings was in hell. 
Tax middle ftation of nature between thefe two op- 


polite extremes was the earth, which was inhabited by 


creatures of a middle kind, neither fo virtuous as the 
one, nor ſo vicious as the other, but partaking of the 


good and bad qualities of theſe oppofite families. Ju- 


piter, conſidering that this ſpecies, commonly called 
Man, was too virtuous to be miſerable, and too vicious 
to be happy; that he might make a diſtinction be- 
tween the good and the bad, ordered the two young- 
eſt of the above-mentioned families, Pleaſure, who was 
the daughter of Happineſs, and Pain, who was the ſon 
of Miſery, to meet one another upon this part of na- 
ture, which lay in the half-way between them, having 
promiſed to ſettle it upon both, provided they could a- 
gree upon the diviſion of it, ſo as to ſhare mankind be- 
tween them. 


| 
| 
| 


my one eto es 


ES 


DS —— ů ——— e A2 * ä —ů ũ w 24 
3 — patent * 22 2 


— — 
—— 
— +a 


* 


"EL 


- 


— GIS — 


— 
— 


EY 


wa 


vb Ns os 
W 1 


Coane. CHO DU” 


236 VISIONS AND ALLEGCORIES 
PLEASURE and Pain were no ſooner met in their 
new habitation, but they immediately agreed upon 
this point, that Pleaſure ſhould take poſſeſſion of the 
virtuous, and Pain of the vicious part of that ſpecies 
which was given up to them. But, upon examining 
to which of them any individual they. met with be- 
longed, they found each of them had a right to him; 
for that, contrary to what they had ſeen in their old 
places of reſidence, there was no perſon ſo vicious, 
who had not ſome good in him, nor any perſon ſo vir- 
tuous, who had not in him ſome evil. The truth of 
it is, they generally found upon ſearch, that in the 
molt vicious man Pleaſure might lay claim to an hun- 
dredth part, and that in the moſt virtuous man Pain 
might come in for at leaſt two thirds. This they ſaw 


would occaſion endleſs diſputes between them, unleſs 


they could come to ſome accommodation. To this 
end there was a marriage propoſed between them, and 
at length concluded: by this means it 1s that we find 
Pleaſure and Pain are ſuch conſtant yoke-fellows, and 
that they either make their viſits together, or are never 
far aſunder. If pain comes into an heart, he is quick- 
ly followed by Pleaſure; and if Pleaſure enters, you 
may be ſure Pain is not far off. 

Bou r notwithſtanding this marriage was very con- 
venient for the two parties, it did not ſeem to anſwer 


ths intention of Jupiter in ſending them among man- 
kind. To remedy therefore this inconvenience, it was 


ſtipulated between them by article, and confirmed by. 
the conſent of each family, that notwithſtanding they 
here poſſeſſed the ſpecies indifferently; upon the death 
of every ſingle perſon, if he was found to have in him 
a certain proportion of evil, he ſhould be diſpatched, 


into the infernal regions by a paſſport from Pain, there. 


to dwell with Miſery, Vice and the Furies. Or, on the. 


FOR YOU TH, "2 
contrary, if he had in him 2 certain proportion of 
good, he ſhould be diſpatched into heaven by a paſs- 


port from Pleaſure, there to dwell with ä 
Virtue and the Gods. 
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THE DROP OF WATER. 


A FARB L E. 


8 arrogance, and a conceitedneſs of our own a- 
bilities, are very ſhocking and offenſive to men 
of ſenſe and virtue, we may be ſure they are highly 
diſpleaſing to that Being who delights in an humble 
mind, and by ſeveral of his diſpenſations ſeems pur- 
poſely to ſhew us, that our own ſchemes of prudence 
have no ſhare in our advancements. 
THis is beautifully illuſtrated in this little Perſian 
fable. A drop of water fell out of a cloud into the 


ſea, and finding itſelf loſt in ſuch an immenſity of 


fluid matter, broke out into the following reflexion: 
Alas! What an inconfiderable creature am I in this 
« prodigious ocean of waters; my exiſtence is of no 
* concern to the univerſe; I am reduced to a kind of 
« nothing, and am leſs than the leaſt of the works of 
“ God.” It ſo happened, that an oyſter, which lay in 
the neighbourhood of this drop, chanced to gape and 
ſwallow it up, in the midſt of its humble fſolilequy. 
The drop, ſays the fable, lay a great while hardening 
in the ſhell], till by degrees it was ripened into a pearl, 


which falling into the hands of a diver, after a long 


ſeries of adventures, is at preſent that famous pear 
which is fixed on the top of the Perſian diadem. 
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HUMANITY REWARDED. 


a FADLE. 


8 Fatima was muſing one day in her chamber, 
ſhe perceived a fly entangled in a ſpider's 
web: the ſtruggles it made to get looſe, awoke her pi- 
ty, and the exultation with which it ſoared about in 
the air, when ſhe had delivered it from the danger, 
ſnewed its ſenſe of the bleſhng of liberty. This 
thought awoke repinings in the mind of Fatima, that 
made all the ſplendour and pleaſures of the ſerail taſte- 
leſs. She retired into the garden, to indulge her reſt- 
leſs meditations, till wearied with wandering, ſhe laid 
her down by the fide of a fountain, under the ſhade of 
a palm-tree; ſhe had not enjoyed the refreſhment of 
flumber long, before ſhe was awoke by a poignant 
ſting, from a fly, upon her lip: ſhe ſtarted, and look- 
ing round to be avenged of the diſturber, ſaw a mon- 
ſtrous ſerpent creeping towards the place, where ſhe 
had been aſleep. This fight made her forget the pain, 
that awoke her: ſhe fled the place directly; and ſtop- 
ping, as ſoon as ſhe thought herſelf ſafe from danger, 
to return thanks to heaven for her eſcape, ſhe ſaw a 
fly, hovering, and playing about her, with all the ſigns 
of pleaſure it could give, which ſhe ſoon knew to be 
the ſame ſhe had delivered, by its ſoaring of into the 
air, in the ſame exulting flights as before. Fatima 
acknowledged the benefit, and from that time never 
miſſed an opportunity of ſhewing kindneſs to every 
creature ſhe met; convinced that it was in the power 
of thoſe which appeared moſt contemptible, to make a 
grateful return of the obligation. 
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EMROUDE was the daughter of the caliph 

HFaround Alraſchide, by his beſt beloved ſultana, 
Zelide. The beauties of her form equalled the ſplen- 
dour of her birth; but her mind was not anſwerable 
to either; pride ſullied her charms; and cruelty 
made her power terrible to all who approached her. 
Her father was alarmed at ſuch an abuſe of his favour, 
and reſtrained her hand, till reaſon ſhould amend her 
heart, But his pious intentions were fruſtrated, by 
the malice of her evil genius, who turned all her rage 
upon the defenceleſs, innocent creatures, whoſe un- 
happy deſtiny ſubjected them to her power. Her e- 
very ſtep cruſhed out the. lives of the moſt.harmleſs 
inſects of the earth; the moſt beauteous inſects of the 
morning ſhe transfixed with her bodkin; and ſmiled 
with ſavage pleafure at their helpleſs writhings: her 
favourite monkey ſhe ſtarved to death; and burned 
out the eyes of her humming eps with an heated 
needle. 

SUCH a diſpoſition provoked the wrath of heaven: 
the angel of death was ſent to put an end to her cruel- 
ty, in a manner, that ſhould make her ſenſible of its 
effects. Like the lion in the deſart, ſhe was walking 
alone in the garden of her palace, in the cool of the 
evening, when ſpying the ant, carrying its egg, to a 
place of ſafety, ſhe ran to trample it to the earth, and 
pleaſed with the thought of killing it, in this act of 
paternal care, ſtamped her foot, with double fury, 
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upon it: this eagerneſs haſtened the puniſhment of 
her crimes. The ground, upon which ſhe ſtood, 
was hollow, and filled with the neſts of every Noxi- 
ous inſet, that infeſts the fields. The force, with 
which Zemroude ſtamped upon the ant, broke through 
the vaulted roof of this receptacle, and ſhe ſunk in- 
ſtantly among them. Such an invaſion alarmed all 
their rage: they ruſhed in millions on the common 
foe, and ſtung her in every part, with the moſt en- 
raged venom. She ſhrieked; ſhe called for help; 
but in vain: her voice was heard; but none haſted to 
approach her, delighted with the exclamations of her 
anguiſh. | 

Tfus periſhed the wretched Zemroude, in the ve- 
ry commiſſion of her crimes, a ſtriking inſtance of the 
wrath, with which heaven purſues cruelty againſt its 
meaneſt creatures: the beauty which enflamed her 
pride being effaced, and her body ſwoln into a ſhape- 
leſs maſs, loathſome to the meaneſt ſlave, before dcaih 
Put an end to her tortures. 
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